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We are very pleased to 
announce that, com-

mencing with this issue of 
City Trees, Michelle Buckstrup 
has been appointed as the 
new editor. 

Michelle brings an impres-
sive combination of skills and 
experience to the position, 
including an excellent profes-
sional background, writing 

and editing skills, and production and publishing 
experience. 

This year we welcome you to Windsor, Ontario, 
host to the 41st Annual SMA Conference! This is 
the first time that the SMA conference has been 
held in Eastern Canada. 

This year, we will explore the conference theme, 
The Urban Forest: Going, Going, Gone? You will 
find full delegate and guest/spouse programs, 
together with the registration form and speaker 
bios, in this issue of City Trees. 

Conference topics will include Emerald Ash Borer, 
Asian Longhorned Beetle, green roofs, rubber side-
walks, heritage trees, and pit and mound urban for-
est regeneration. 

A “Municipal Specialist Day” will include presenta-
tions on “10 Tips for Getting Trees into the Media”, 
“Trees and Unions”, and “Private Tree Bylaws”. 
Conferees can visit exhibits of equipment and 
other tools of the trade both within the Hilton 
Conference Hotel and in Dieppe Park immediately 
adjacent to the hotel. 

Guests and spouses will enjoy fully escorted events 
including a Detroit river cruise, tree tours, a picnic, 
butterfly festival, hawk migration festival, art gal-
lery, museum, awards banquet, and dance. 

For the best rates, register for the conference and 
the hotel early. Come and share good speakers, 
good times, and exciting social events with your 
Canadian counterparts.

Lloyd Burridge

Welcome, Michelle, as our 
new Editor of City Trees. 

We are all excited about the 
work she has already done to 
help us continue to improve 
this publication. This year  
the “conference issue” has  
been moved up so that this 
May/June issue, rather than 
the July/August issue, contains 
all the information about the 
annual conference. If City Trees 

is SMA’s primary vehicle for communication to our 
members, then our annual conference is certainly 
SMA’s premier event for face-to-face interaction for our 
members and allied professionals.

One of my all-time favorite conference presentations 
was by the Ammerman Experience©, a firm who 
has done several sessions at recent ISA conferences. 
Having being a “victim” of the media, I especially 
appreciated their tips on how to handle those phone 
calls from the newspaper that always come when 
we’re least prepared. The Ammerman Experience 
describes its firm as a “pioneer in understanding the 
link between effective communication and profes-
sional success.” While I don’t claim to completely 
understand that link, I know that good communication 
skills are essential for us to be successful in our jobs.  

SMA has a huge role to play in helping municipal 
arborists with their professional success. In addition 
to City Trees and our annual conference, SMA now 
provides an on-line electronic vehicle, our Listserve, 
for professional peer interaction. Conversations and 
communication skills are developed there daily! 
Close to 100 of you are now Municipal Specialists, 
having passed an exam where one of the domains is 
Communications Skills. SMA launched this test last year 
at our annual conference, having partnered with ISA to 
develop this new professional certification.  In another 
partnership project, SMA is now developing a week-
long institute for municipal arborists and urban forest-
ers to hone their professional skills.  

Look to SMA as a partner in building your professional 
success.

Jerri J. LaHaie

President’s Message Executive Director’s Message

Lloyd Burridge Jerri J. LaHaie
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…From the Editor 
I drove into Ithaca in June 1997. From afar, 
I could see that Ithaca’s urban forest was 
dense enough to envelop all but the tall-
est buildings. Up close, I was completely 
knocked out by the beauty and diversity 
of the street trees. Clearly, I was in a great 
place to study urban forestry.

My Cornell graduate advisor, Professor Nina Bassuk, and Ithaca City 
Forester Andy Hillman shared an evangelical zeal for street trees that 
was contagious. We planned a B&B vs. bare root study for the city 
streets, I teamed up with Citizen Pruners, and I interned with Andy. 
I conducted a tree inventory and original research, wrote and edited 
booklets and bulletins with Nina, taught Master Gardeners. It was a 
heady couple of years, and it never, ever felt like work. That’s how I 
knew I was doing something I loved.

It was also at this time that I began freelance writing; if you 
“Google me” you’ll find that in addition to City Trees, I’ve written 
for American Gardener, American Nurseryman, Grower Talks, 
Life in the Finger Lakes, People, Places, and Plants, and Upstate 
Gardener’s Journal. My research with Nina was published in 
Journal of Arboriculture in November 2000.

Interested in both urban forestry and public garden education, I 
reached a crossroads after grad school. I worked for several fulfill-
ing years as an educator at Cornell Plantations—the arboretum, 
botanical gardens, and natural areas of the university—and then 
moved to Rochester, NY and started my own residential landscap-
ing consulting business. 

The principles I learned from my studies in urban forestry are 
applicable to many tough landscape situations: wet sites, dry sites, 
and poor soils don’t just affect cities (in fact, in Ithaca the city 
soils were quite superior to most of the residential soils I see).  
When I specify trees for these landscapes, my first resource is the 
Urban Horticulture Institute’s Recommended Urban Trees. My 
urban forestry studies inform my consulting work every day. 

When I interned with Andy Hillman, he didn’t shield me from 
the politically-charged aspects of the job so that I could get an 
appreciation for the tactfulness, diplomacy, and patience city for-
esters must exercise. I will always hold city foresters in the high-
est esteem, because I know that you bring to your work not just 
technical skill and arboricultural knowledge, but a whole suite of 
complex communication skills as well. 

For City Trees, I’m especially interested in reporting on your pro-
grams—what you’ve learned and would like other members to know. 
You are a formidable resource for each other. Here’s to City Trees! 

Michelle Buckstrup 
email: CityTrees@direcway.com
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I want to begin by thanking Doug 
Still and the SMA Municipal Arborist 
Exchange committee for making this 
opportunity available to the mem-
bership, as well as Altec Industries, 
Inc. for their financial support of 
this year’s exchanges. This program 
encourages life-long learning and 
professional education and develop-
ment, and for that I applaud SMA. 

I had first unsuccessfully applied 
for the Arborist Exchange in early 
2003. In 2004, I contacted Mark 
Minkley, Council Arborist for Bath 
and Northeast Somerset, England. 
Because he was also interested in 
applying, I felt we had a better chance 
of being accepted, which, in fact, was 
the case. To quote Mark, “Oh, this is 
brilliant!”

My wife and I cobbled together a plan to travel through Europe 
with our daughters, with the exchange in Bath, England taking 
place at the end of the trip. We arrived in Bath on Sunday, July 
25th.

Bath & NE Somerset Council is both a designated Conservation 
Area and recognized by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. The 
Council covers 220 square miles and has a population of roughly 
160,000 with 80,000 in Bath and the remaining in the towns of 
Keynsham, Radstock, Midsomer Norton, and Chew Magna and 
numerous small villages. With the pressures of such a population 
base and that of tourism, great efforts are required to protect the 
Council’s trees. Conservation Areas are identified and described as 
follows. By the end of the exchange, 
I would fully appreciate the impact of 
this definition and the reasoning for 
such measures.

While a Conservation Area is gen-
erally centered on listed buildings 
and other historic built features, the 
landscape surrounding it and trees 
within it contribute significantly to 
its appearance. 1) The setting of a 
Conservation Area can be equally as 
important as the buildings or his-
toric features themselves.  2) There 
are over 30 designated Conservation 
Areas within Bath and Northeast 
Somerset at present. The City of Bath 
Conservation Area covers almost 

three-quarters of the city making it 
one of the largest single Conservation 
Areas in the country. 

Under the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990 all trees in a Conservation 
Area with a trunk diameter of 75mm 
(3 in) or more (measured at 1.5 m [5 
ft] above natural ground level) are pro-
tected (subject to some exemptions). 
It is an offence to prune, fell or other-
wise damage a tree without first giving 
notice to the Council. The purpose of 
this requirement is to give the Council 
the opportunity to consider whether a 
Tree Preservation Order (TPO) should 
be made to further protect the tree. 

Within the Bath & Northeast Somerset 
Council Planning Service there are 
two groups: Development Control and 
Policy, and Environment and Projects 

(PEP). The “Tree Team” within PEP consists of Mark Minkley and 
Paul Wilkins. They deal with Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs), trees 
in Conservation Areas, and municipal planning as it affects trees. 
They maintain a register of “notifications of works” to trees within 
Conservation Areas that is available for public review. 

The Bath & Northeast Somerset Council’s Parks & Open Spaces 
section handles other arboricultural responsibilities and is man-
aged by Mark Cassidy and Denise Hart. This section inspects and 
undertakes maintenance of the 24,000 trees growing on Council-
owned land. They also manage nine hectares (about 22 acres) of 
woodland and implement new tree planting schemes. 

On my first working day in Bath, I met 
with Mark and Paul for their weekly 
strategy meeting. They reviewed and 
divided up roughly 25 requests for 
review. What surprised me was the fact 
that they had jurisdiction over trees on 
what we in the U.S. regard as private 
property. 

As other municipal arborists will attest, 
the site visit with a homeowner is a sub-
tly important activity, one that reveals a 
great deal about how people perceive 
and interact with trees. Accompanying 
Paul and Mark, I was saddened but 
also relieved to know that most people 
in Bath, England, as well as in Bath, 
Maine, still do not fully comprehend 
the functions, requirements, and ben-

Municipal Arborist Exchange Program 
Brilliant, Just Brilliant! From Bath, Maine to Bath, England
by Thomas Hoerth

Tom ended his exchange in Bath, England by 
assisting with a Callery pear takedown.   
Photo: Mark Minkley.

This is an excerpt of Tom’s account  
of his exchange in Bath, England.  

For the full version, please see:  
www.cityofbath.com/forest/index.htm  

or contact Tom:

Thomas Hoerth, Community Forester

1 Oak Grove Ave.

Bath, ME 04530

(207)443-4088

bellhoerth@suscom-maine.net

Altec Industries, Inc. www.Altec.com
The proud sponsor of the 2006 SMA
Municipal Arborist Exchange Program
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efits of trees. Education is critical so that a TPO will be a last resort. 
My hosts and I agreed that the position of tree officer for a com-
munity is very much about talking with people about something 
that they live with day in and day out. We agree that it’s a pleasure 
but requires skills not taught in school.   

In addition to site visits associated with work orders, I attended my 
hosts’ conference for regional certified foresters, went on tours of 
trees in local parks and cemeteries and on the University of Bath 
campus, attended Council meetings related to Conservation 
Areas, met the mayor of Bath, observed and pitched in with work 
crews... I even met with the Bath historical architect who showed 

me a book entitled the “Bath Pageant”, copyright July 1909. In 
that year, Bath hosted a gathering that included guests from other 
communities named “Bath” (two from Canada and nine from the 
United States). 

My last full day was spent with the tree gang (as they call their 
crew) taking down a dead, 11 m (36 ft) Callery pear in a park. The 
tree gang predominantly climbs and only very rarely uses bucket 
trucks. The crown was removed and then chipped. After cleaning 
up as much as we could, the bole was dropped and bucked-up. 
They worked safely, efficiently, and well!  

I cannot overemphasize how important it is for municipal arborists 
to not only examine another community’s tree program, but to 
then host a colleague. Ah, the luxury of perspective! And oh, how 
thankful I am to Mark and his colleagues for opening their doors 
and to the SMA and the exchange sponsor for this “brilliant” 
opportunity.

Stay tuned for Mark’s forthcoming article about the two-week visit 
he made to Bath, Maine in September 2004.  

Thomas Hoerth is Bath City Arborist & Tree Warden 
Community Forester, Bath, Maine  

�������������

Aerial view of Bath, England. Photo: www2.sjsu.edu

Vital Statistics: Bath, England

• Population:  90,000

• History:  A UNESCO World Heritage Site; a Roman settlement 
with baths fed by hot springs

• Tree population:  Parks Section responsible for 14,000 trees

• Full-time park forestry staff: 9 

• Management plan: Yes

• Street tree inventory: Yes (EzyTree database)

• Ten most common trees: Alnus incana, Betula pendula,  
Fagus sylvatica, Ginkgo biloba, Malus spp., Platanus x his-
panica, Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer,’ Quercus robur,  
Sorbus spp., Tilia spp.,

• Biggest challenges: Development issues and budget  
constraints

• Source of pride:  Manor Road Community Woodland, a national 
example of excellence; Royal Victoria Park (first public park in 
England) and botanic gardens within (planted 1887); Group of 
London plane trees within the Circus (listed Georgian buildings)
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Some call it slab jacking. Some call it mud jacking. Some call it 
leveling. Those who have tried it call it a fast and effective fix for 
uneven sidewalks.

Public sidewalks are impor-
tant amenities in most com-
munities, but as long as there 
have been sidewalks, there 
have been sidewalk mainte-
nance and safety challenges. 
Preventing sidewalk problems 
requires good planning and 
constant vigilance, because 
the urban landscape is com-
plex, and change is the only 
constant.

Like sidewalks, street trees 
are also a critical part of com-
munity infrastructure. Street 
trees are frequently required to 
share the limited public right-
of-way with sidewalks and 
many other elements of the 
city streetscape. Many com-
munities continue to wrestle 

with sidewalk problems initiated years ago when poor planning 
resulted in insufficient above and below-ground space for street 
trees. The problems are further magnified in many neighbor-
hoods thanks to poor species selection and less-than-ideal soil 
characteristics.

In Upper Arlington, Ohio, residents are responsible for most side-
walk maintenance and repairs. However, the city is responsible 
for repairing sidewalk problems caused by street tree roots. In 
almost all cases, root-damaged concrete sidewalks have sections 
that have been lifted by roots, creating a vertical displacement at 
sidewalk joints that becomes a trip point for pedestrians.

There are many potential fixes for this problem. Ramping over trip 
points with a surface-applied patching material is a short-term 
fix thanks to northern freeze-thaw cycles, so the city of Upper 
Arlington does not permit such repairs. Grinding down the high 
side of minor trip points works well, but leaves an exposed aggre-
gate surface that doesn’t blend well on older concrete.

The most popular method of eliminating sidewalk trip points is 
concrete replacement. This method can be effective, but it is also 
time-consuming, destructive, and expensive. Replacement often 
is combined with root pruning, which makes most city foresters 
uncomfortable. And like grinding, replacement juxtaposes bright 
new concrete with old weathered concrete—a look that many 
residents dislike.

Slab jacking offers communities a method of fixing pedestrian trip 
points in concrete sidewalks without replacing concrete, pruning 
roots, or exposing residents to messy, slow repairs. The technol-
ogy has been around for years, and contractors offering slab 
jacking services are multiplying rapidly. Perhaps best of all, slab 
jacking is generally far less expensive than other repair methods.

Slab jacking can be described in four easy steps. First, the problem 
area must be identified. Some cities rely on citizen complaints 
to locate problem sidewalks, while others conduct systematic 

inspections. Regardless of 
the approach used, the policy 
is best put in writing and fol-
lowed consistently to reduce 
the potential for pedestrian 
injury or litigation. Many cit-
ies set a threshold for repair 
of trip points (often one inch 
of vertical displacement—but 
this varies from city to city).

Step two requires drilling into 
the concrete. While sidewalk 
replacement removes the 
concrete slab on the high side 
of a trip point and replaces it 

Slab Jacking as a Method of Sidewalk Repair
by Steve Cothrel

Tree roots can be one cause of sidewalk trip points.
Photos: Steve Cothrel.

…continued

2002-2004 Slab Jacking vs.  
Slab Replacement costs.

In U.S. dollars per 4' x 4' slab. 
City of Upper Arlington, Ohio.

Source: Steve Cothrel.

Slab Jacking proved much less 
expensive in Upper Arlington.
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 The Best Machines For Converting Sawmill and 
Logging Waste Into Valuable Fuel and Mulch Products

Hydraulic thrower option loads end opening trailers

Bandit’s Color Critter II mulch coloring system

 6750 Millbrook Road • Remus, MI 49340
 Phone: (800) 952-0178 or (989) 561-2270
 E-Mail: sales@banditchippers.com     
 Website: www.banditchippers.com

BANDITINDUSTRIES, INC.

FOUR MODELS TO CHOOSE  
FROM IN 275 HP– 1000 HP
Various screens and ten different cutting and grinding  
teeth produce a uniform end product of almost any size  
and shape, maximizing the price of fuel and mulch.

Color Critter II Attachment
The Beast is now able to color mulch using a dry 
granulated, oxidizing colorant  
that covers extremely well while  
adding very little moisture.  The  
mess common with liquid and  
powder colorants is eliminated.   
The colorant costs under $3 a  
cubic yard for most colors.

• Easy to operate.

• 450 units in operation, more 
than 50 of which are recycling 
pallets and sawmill waste.

• Low owning and  
operating costs.

• Also process logging  
slash, green waste and  
construction waste.

COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
WWW.BANDITCHIPPERS.COM

BI 05-393 CT

�������������
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at a lower grade, slab jacking does the opposite. The operator 
uses his or her experience to determine the number and location 
of the drill holes needed on the low side of the trip point. In most 
cases, one or two holes per slab are sufficient.

Next, a truck- or buggy-mounted pump is used to inject grout 
through the holes and under the slab. The grout is pumped at 
approximately 600 pounds per square inch. Specifications should 
require that the grout be composed of Portland cement, lime-
stone, water, and perhaps some fly ash. This produces a stable, 
long-lasting foundation under the slab. Grouts of mud, clay, etc. 
are not as durable. The pumping takes only minutes. The low 
section of sidewalk rises like a yeast- laden loaf of bread, except 
much faster.

Finally, the drilled holes are capped and patched with a mortar mix 
to provide a smooth, permanent surface that blends with the sur-
rounding sidewalk. A curing compound can then be applied. Once 
dry, the patched holes are visible only to the keenest eye.

Experienced contractors may recommend a few variations for spe-
cific jobs. Tooled sidewalk joints may need to be saw cut. Large 
gaps between slabs can be filled, and temporary barriers may be 
used to prevent blowout on the sides of concrete slabs that are 
lifted off the soil or aggregate base below.

Slab jacking does have its limits. The concrete to be leveled must 
be intact and sound. Slab jacking should not be considered when 
root damage is severe or slabs are lifted more than a few inches 
above adjacent concrete. And of course, slab jacking is a tempo-
rary repair that does nothing to slow the radial growth of roots 
under the sidewalk. However, most sidewalk repair techniques 
are temporary unless the tree responsible is removed—some-
thing most cities do as a last resort.

Upper Arlington has been using slab jacking for three years, and 
no repeat problems have yet emerged. If slab jacking buys a 
community five to ten years before problems reoccur, then the 
method is probably as effective as most others, and is certainly 
cheaper than most. Upper Arlington solicits bids once per year for 
slab jacking services. Because the city also contracts for sidewalk 
replacement where slab jacking will not work, direct cost compari-
son data is available. Slab jacking costs have ranged from 17% 
to 33% of the cost of tearing out and replacing concrete during a 
three-year period.

Given the simplicity, low relative cost, attractive and clean results, 
and impressive speed of slab jacking as a sidewalk repair method, 
it should be a valuable addition to the city forester’s “tool bag”.  
The City of Windsor, Ontario has also used slab jacking for years, 
and further information about their experiences will be available 
at the SMA annual conference in Windsor, Sept. 18 – 21, 2005.

Steve Cothrel is Superintendent of Parks and Forestry,
City of Upper Arlington, Ohio 

Grout is injected through holes drilled in the low 
slab of sidewalk.

Before and after slab jacking. Total elapsed time: 
28 minutes.

…continued
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Municipal Arborist Exchange Program 2006
Sponsored by Altec Industries, Inc. (www.Altec.com) 

What Is the Exchange Program?

SMA is offering an exchange program for municipal arborists 
around the world. SMA and contributing sponsors will fund 
airfare and basic expenses for professional exchanges to take 
place in the spring or summer of 2006. Each participant will 
spend at least one week visiting and working with another 
city’s forestry department. An exchange may be “two-way,” 
meaning that paired participants take turns hosting the other, 
or “one-way,” where a selected participant visits a willing host 
city identified and approved by SMA.  

Why Sponsor an Exchange Program?

The purpose is to create a way for municipal arborists to 
exchange urban forestry expertise, management ideas, and 
technology through “in-person” contact and on-site experi-
ence. What better way to find out how other forestry practi-
tioners operate than to spend time with each other? We have 
much to learn from other programs in our own countries and 
around the world, and we each have much to offer. Not only 
will the program facilitate the transfer of knowledge, it will help 
foster an international community of municipal arborists. 

Who Can Apply?

A candidate must be a member of SMA; arborists can apply 
to the exchange program immediately upon joining SMA. A 
candidate must be employed within the urban forestry profes-
sion, preferably as a municipal arborist, for at least two years. 
Knowledge of a second language is helpful but not essen-
tial, although the application must be submitted in English. 
For a two-way exchange, a chosen participant (or the host 
municipality) must be able to provide lodging for the visiting 
participant (private homes are encouraged). The willingness 
to host a visiting municipal arborist increases the chance of 
being selected.

How Will Selections Be Made? 

Two-way exchange pairings will be made by our selection 
committee on a “best match” basis. The number of par-
ticipants will depend on available funding. Selected par-
ticipants will most likely be from cities of similar size and 
climate, and speak a shared language. Ideally, each for-
estry program will have or do something that the other can 
learn from – a unique or exemplary program, site condition, 
problem, etc. The selection committee will consider if an 
applicant wishes to have an exchange with someone from 
a preferred city, country, or region. Municipal arborists from 
communities participating in the Sister City International 
Program that propose an exchange with a sister city are 
especially encouraged to apply. One-way exchange selec-
tions will be based on the applicant’s programmatic needs 
and the potential for a viable learning experience.  

What Is Required From Selected Participants?

Participants will spend at least one full workweek with the 
host city’s forestry department or arborist. For the benefit 
of the SMA membership, each participant will be required 
to write an article for the SMA journal City Trees about what 
he or she learned and experienced. 

What Is the Deadline?

All applications must be received by September 12, 2005. 
Awardees will be notified by December 1, 2005. The timeframe 
for the exchanges will be determined by the participants with 
the assistance of the SMA program coordinators. 

How Do I Apply?

If you're not already a member, join the SMA (application on page 21), then fill out Municipal Arborist Exchange Program applica-
tion (next 2 pages) and mail or fax the application to the SMA. This application can also be obtained on-line at:  
www.urban-forestry.com. 

Mail applications to the address below or fax it in: (718) 760-6640. 

Society of Municipal Arborists 
c/o Douglas Still, City Forester 
Roger Williams Park, Dairymple Boathouse 
1000 Elmwood Avenue
Providence, RI  02905  USA

Applications (or any questions) can also be sent to Doug by email to: dstill@providenceri.com 
Remember, all answers must be clearly numbered, with none omitted, and all application instructions followed.

Altec Industries, Inc. www.Altec.com
The proud sponsor of the 2006 SMA
Municipal Arborist Exchange Program
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Municipal Arborist Exchange Program Application – 2006
Sponsored by Altec Industries, Inc. (www.altec.com)
Deadline:  September 12, 2005  •  SMA Membership Is Required 

Mail application to: Society of Municipal Arborists To join SMA, fill out the application on page 21
 c/o Douglas Still, City Forester and send it in with your payment.
 Roger Williams Park, Dairymple Boathouse You can also join online at: www.urban-forestry.com.
 1000 Elmwood Avenue For information email: dstill@providenceri.com
 Providence, RI  02905  USA 
Or Fax: (718) 760-6640

Contact Information: (Please print clearly)

Name:  _______________________________________  Professional Title:  ____________________________________

Work 
Address:  _______________________________________  Email:  ____________________________________
 

  _______________________________________  Phone:  ____________________________________

  _______________________________________  Fax:  ____________________________________

Country:  _______________________________________

 
Other Personal Information: (Please print clearly) 

1)  What languages do you speak? 

2)  Are you a member of SMA?  _____________________________ (You must join SMA for this application to be considered.)

3)  How long have you been employed in your current position? ________________________________________________________

4)  Briefly describe your job duties:  ______________________________________________________________________________

5)  Please provide your educational background or training: ___________________________________________________________

6)  Are you able to provide lodging for one week to a visiting municipal arborist? __________________________________________

Please describe (private homes are encouraged):    __________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7)  Is there a city or a region of the world that would be your first choice to visit for this exchange? (Be as specific or as general as you like.)  

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Second choice: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

8)  If accepted, are you willing to be assigned an exchange anywhere (with your final approval), at the discretion of the selection 

    committee?  ________________________________________

Altec Industries, Inc. www.Altec.com
The proud sponsor of the 2006 SMA
Municipal Arborist Exchange Program

continued…



16 City Trees

…continued

Program Information:  (Please print clearly)

9)  What is the human population of your city or town? ________________________________________________________________
 

10) Does your city have a “sister city”?  ___________________________    Is your sister city’s arborist applying? ___________________
 

11) How many full-time employees work for your city forestry program?   ____________________  Seasonal? ___________________
 

12) What is your annual urban forestry budget?  ______________________________________________________________

13) Do you use private contractors to perform any work?  ______________________________________________________________

14) Do you have a written tree management plan?  ______________________________________________________________

15) Do you have a tree ordinance?  ______________________________________________________________

16) Do you have a citizen tree committee or tree board?   ______________________________________________________________

17) Does your program utilize volunteers?  __________________________ If yes, please describe: ____________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

18) Have you conducted a street tree inventory?  _______________ If yes, is it maintained on a computer database?

19) What is your approximate tree population?   ______________________________________________________________________

20) What are your ten most common street or park trees?   (Use scientific names)   _________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

21) Approximately how many trees do you plant annually?   _____________________________________________________________

22) Do you prune your trees?   ______________  Have you instituted a regular pruning cycle, and if so, how long is the cycle?   _____

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

23) Briefly describe any serious pest or disease problems your trees may have:   ___________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Information:  Please attach your answers for the following three questions on a typed page, double-spaced,  

one page each or less. 

24) What are the unique physical features of your urban forest or city environment?  

(i.e., parks or park system, greenbelt, river or waterfront, historic areas, industrial, etc.)   

25) Describe how your urban forestry program is unique.   

What efforts are you most proud of?   

What would you most like to share with other municipal arborists?

26) Describe your program’s greatest needs and challenges.   

What would you like to learn from other municipal arborists?   

How could this exchange program benefit you or your city?
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2005
Arrivals: Windsor Hilton 

8:00 – 5:00 SMA Board Meeting 

6:00 – 10:00 Registration: Second Floor,  
Windsor Hilton

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2005
8:00 – 9:30 SMA Board Meeting 

8:00 – 2:00  Registration: Second Floor, Windsor 
Hilton 

9:30 – 11:30  Early Bird Detroit River Cruise with 
Continental Breakfast: Riverfront Trees 
Limited to the first 150 delegates & guests 

2:00 – 5:00 Tours
 • Windsor Carolinian trees & Emerald Ash 

Borer damage
 • One Million Trees’ west end nursery
 • World’s largest tall grass urban Prairie 

Park (1,000 acres), mixed forest area 
(Oak Savannah)

5:00 – 8:30  Opening Reception and Picnic at 
Ojibway Natural Park & Nature Centre

 • Tree climbing demonstration
 • Tree identification quiz
 • Tree Canada Foundation Awards

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2005
7:00 – 5:00 Registration: Windsor Hilton 

7:00 – 8:00 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors 

8:00 – 8:30  Opening Ceremony: 
 • Welcome to The Urban Forest: Going, 

Going, Gone? 
Lloyd Burridge, Chair and SMA 
President & Don Sadler, Co-Chair 

 • Welcome to Windsor 
Mayor Eddie Francis 

 • Introduction of SMA Board Members, 
SMA Director Jerri LaHaie, & Exhibitors

8:30 – 9:30 Keynote address: The Urban Forest: 
Going, Going, Gone?

Dr. Andy Kenny, Professor, Urban Forestry 
University of Toronto

Our urban forests have always had to deal with a 
very stressful environment. However, the level of 
stresses has grown rapidly in the recent past due to 
an increasing rate of urbanization, climate change, 
introduced pests, escalating levels of pollution, etc. 
For the most part, urban forest planning and manage-
ment in Canada has been the sole responsibility of 
municipalities. While organizations such as the Society 
of Municipal Arborists, the International Society of 
Arboriculture, the Ontario Urban Forest Council and 
others have facilitated the exchange of information 
among practitioners, there has been no integrated 
strategy for the conservation and enhancement of 
Canada’s urban forests at the provincial or national 
level. The need for a more strategic approach to deal 
with the increasing pressures on our urban forests is 
now well recognized. This presentation will introduce 
the Canadian Urban Forest Strategy. The strategy will 
guide the advancement of urban forestry in Canada 
over the next 20 years by focusing on the development 
of a national urban forestry infrastructure, communica 
 

tions and public education, research, techniques and  
technologies and professional development. 

9:30 – 10:00 Break with Exhibitors

10:00 – 11:00 Dealing with Compacted Soil: CU-
Structural Soil & Other Techniques

Nina Bassuk, Professor and Program Leader, Urban 
Horticulture Institute Department of Horticulture, 
Cornell University

Though a pervasive detriment to tree growth, soil 
compaction need not be accepted as an inevitable fact 
of life for trees in the urban environment. By develop-
ing methods of overcoming compaction-related soil 
density, urban managers can encourage greater root 
growth and increased soil drainage to better manage 
their landscapes. The use of organic matter amend-
ment, radial trenches, planting beds and recent field 
examples of CU-Structural Soil will be discussed. 

11:00 – 12:00 Ten Tips for Getting Trees into the Media

Dr. Richard F. Lewis, Associate Professor 
University of Windsor

Pro-active marketing and communications plans for 
getting environmental messages into the media with-
out advertising dollars. Using an interactive approach, 
this session illustrates theory with practice and pro-
vides concise points for informing key leaders about 
the urban forestry message. 

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch & Guest Speaker

David Ramsay, Minister of Natural Resources, 
Government of Ontario

The Ministry of Natural Resources is committed to 
maintaining urban and rural forests in southern Ontario. 
Trees make cities liveable by improving air quality and 
keeping them cooler. Trees slow and absorb storm 
water, which in turn reduces flooding and stream deg-
radation. Treed areas also provide habitat for countless 
animal and plant species. The Ministry has joined 
forces with the federal government and municipalities 
to stop the spread of the emerald ash borer and the 
Asian Longhorned Beetle, which are posing a major 
threat to trees in southern Ontario. As well as working 
with partners to control the spread of these non-native 
insects, the ministry is supporting efforts to re-green 
and restore southern Ontario’s natural landscapes for 
future generations.

1:30 – 2:15 City Tree Selections: Continuing 
Evaluations from Ithaca

Nina Bassuk, Professor and Program Leader, Urban 
Horticulture Institute, Department of Horticulture, 
Cornell University

There is no one perfect tree! The most successful 
landscape matches planting site limitations with the 
right tree for the spot. The urban environment is a 
varied conglomeration of microclimates. Above- or 
below-ground site conditions can change dramatically 
within the space of a few feet. Using diverse selections 
of trees in the urban landscape enables us to make 
appropriate choices for the varied sites we find there. 
In this talk you will learn about a few well known and 
lesser known tree species and cultivars that grow well 
in urban landscapes. 

2:15 – 3:00  Trees & Unions: A Winning Combination

Gary Parent, President, Windsor & District Labour 
Council

Unions have contributed very positively to the urban 

forestry field. Health and Safety, worker training and 
improving benefits for all employees have been con-
stant objectives. Often leading the way in protecting 
our natural environments and dwindling urban forest 
resources, members of the union movement have 
given unstintingly of their time and financial resources. 
Youth tree planting programs, promoting education 
courses, encouraging the reduction of air pollution, 
and lobbying politicians at budget time are just a few 
of the ways that unions have aided in the growth and 
retention of our urban tree populations. 

3:00 – 3:30 Break with Exhibitors 

3:30 – 4:30 Extending the Urban Forest: Green 
Roofs

Brad Bass, PhD., Manager – Climate Change 
Scenarios Network, Adaptation & Impacts Research 
Group – Environment Canada

Brad’s current work on adapting urban areas to climate 
change includes simulation of the energy and moisture 
balances of typical urban surfaces such as walls and 
roofs and the use of technologies based on ecological 
engineering to use these surfaces to reduce the impact 
of climate change. This work has involved a broad 
range of partners across different levels of government 
and industry. The research has led to the establish-
ment of two green roof field sites, one in Ottawa and 
one in Toronto, as well as eight demonstration sites 
at Toronto’s City Hall. Dr. Bass’ work in adaptable 
systems has led to a student led research initiative 
where students have been involved in developing and 
analyzing simulations, as well as publishing research, 
of how we might learn about and adapt to widespread 
environmental change.

4:30 – 5:15  New Legislation for Private Tree Bylaws

Richard Ubbens R.P.F., City Forester, City of Toronto
Many municipalities have or are considering some 
form of private tree regulation. Toronto has had various 
forms of bylaws governing trees on private properties 
since the early 1980’s. While bylaws regulating removal 
and destruction of trees are tools that can be used to 
protect the urban forest, land use and planning policy 
need to be considered at the same time. This presen-
tation is a short summary of some of the issues that 
need to be understood when considering implementa-
tion of private tree bylaws. 

6:30 – 8:30 Certified Arborist & Municipal Specialist 
Exams 

8:30  Explore Windsor

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2005
7:00 – 5:00 Registration: Second Floor, Windsor 

Hilton 

7:00 – 8:00 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors 

8:00 – 9:30 Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Presentations 
The Canadian Experience: Stopping the 
Emerald Ash Borer

Ken Marchant, Forestry Specialist, Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency – Ontario Area

The Emerald Ash Borer was only discovered in 
North America in 2002 but has already gained the 
reputation of being one of the worst forest pests to 
ever be introduced to this continent. An estimated 
15 million trees have been infested in recent years 
and literally billions of ash trees in eastern North 
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America are faced with imminent death if current 
control actions by US and Canadian quarantine spe-
cialists are not successful in slowing its spread. With 
ash comprising, on average, 25% of southern and 
eastern Ontario woodlots, this insect will have a very 
heavy impact on urban and rural forest scapes across 
Canada in years to come. The American Experience 
Philip Bell, Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, United States Department of Agriculture 
The distribution of EAB has grown from five small SE 
Michigan counties in 2003 to more than 20 counties in 
Michigan and parts of other states. With the expansion 
of the population, came an expansion of what we know 
and don’t know about this pest. A new containment 
strategy has been declared and implementation is 
underway. 

9:30 – 10:00 Break with Exhibitors 

10:00 – 11:45 Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALHB) 
Presentations Fighting the ALHB in 
Toronto

Howard Stanley, Area Impact Coordinator, Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)

A recently updated report from the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN) lists “100 of the World’s Worst Invasive 
Alien Species”. This report warns that if left unchecked, 
these invasive species could eventually destroy global 
biodiversity and irreversibly alter the health of the 
natural environment. The Asian Long-horned Beetle 
(ALHB) is on this list. ALHB is a major threat to 
North American forests - both urban and natural. 
Howard will explain why Asian Long-horned Beetle 
is a concern, its life cycle, signs and symptoms, 
what the CFIA is doing, and what the public can do 
to help. New York vs. the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Fiona Watt, Chief of Forestry and Horticulture, City of 
New York, Parks & Recreation. This presentation will 
focus on New York City’s experience with the Asian 
Longhorned Beetle, the beetle’s discovery, and dif-
ferent aspects of the eradication program. Chicago: 
Before, During & After the ALHB. Judy Antipin, Public 
Affairs Specialist, United States Forestry Service 
(USFS). This presentation will examine the case study 
“Chicago vs. the Asian Longhorned Beetle: A Portrait 
of Success,” which offers a prototype for success to 
communities facing or planning for an invasive insect 
emergency. Co-authors Judy Antipin and Tom Dilley 
conducted video interviews with 23 people who were 
involved in the eradication effort against the Asian 
Longhorned beetle (ALHB) in the city of Chicago, 
during the time period of 1998, when the beetle was 
first discovered in the Ravenswood neighbourhood of 
Chicago, and 2004, when several of the affected areas 
were removed from quarantine. Those interviewed 
included residents of the most affected area, Federal, 
State and local ALB officials and elected officials, 
including the Mayor of Chicago. They told their stories 
and identified the factors that they felt made the eradi-
cation effort a success.

11:45 – 2:00 Outdoor Equipment Demonstration and 
Tree Planting (Dieppe Park)

 • Lunch
 • Group Photo

2:00 – 2:45 Heritage Trees: Attributes & Protection

Philip van Wassenaer, President, Ontario Urban 
Forest Council

The focus of this presentation will be on recognizing 
and protecting heritage trees. The Ontario Urban 
Forest Council is currently spearheading an effort to 
increase the awareness of these living natural monu-
ments by encouraging communities across Ontario 

to identify their own local heritage trees. Efforts are 
underway to see these remarkable trees receive pro-
tection under the Ontario Cultural Heritage Legislation. 
The Ontario Heritage Tree Alliance has been formed 
to bring like-minded individuals from a variety of back-
grounds together to work on the project. Images of 
heritage trees from around the world will accompany a 
discussion of this project and its successes to date.

2:45 – 3:30 The Learn About Forests Program: 
Using the Power of Nature to Transform 
Urban Youth 

Anthony Sanchez, President, Board of Directors, 
Eagle Eye Institute

Eagle Eye Institute’s Co-founder Anthony Sanchez, 
developer of the Learn About Forests program model 
will share how the program design works to build envi-
ronmental awareness and awaken curiosity among 
underserved urban youth, particularly youth of colour, 
who are often disconnected from our natural resources. 
The LAF program is an excellent tool in the toolbox 
of the municipal arborist. “The process of developing 
and coordinating the program within the community 
provides an opportunity for the municipal arborist to 
establish themselves as the hub of the wheel so to 
speak as it relates to the communities, urban forest”, 
says SMA champion Rachel Buice, who has been 
coordinating Learn About Forests programs for youth 
from her Georgia community since 2003.

3:30 – 4:00 Break with Exhibitors 

4:00 – 5:30 SMA Business Meeting 

6:30 – 7:00  Awards Banquet Reception: Exhibit Area

 7:00  SMA Awards Banquet and Dance (casual 
dress) and Silent Auction (net proceeds 
go to SMA Arborist Exchange Program)

7:00 – 8:00 Registration: Second Floor, Windsor 
Hilton

 • Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors
 • Past Presidents Breakfast

8:00 – 8:45 Building A Unique Community Asset: An 
IPM Walkway That Connects More Than 
Point A To Point B

Andy Hillman, City Forester, City of Ithaca
In partnership with the New York State Department of 
Conservation and Cornell University Integrated Pest 
Management Program, the City of Ithaca Parks and 
Forestry Section built a unique IPM interpretive walk 
along an urban riparian corridor. This presentation will 
explore roles in the partnership, funding sources, new 
construction techniques, and underlying philosophies 
of integrated pest management and environmental 
justice.

8:45 – 9:30 Trends in Urban Forestry in Canada

Mike Rosen, Vice-President, Trees Canada 
Foundation

With a natural forest of 401 million ha (991 mil-
lion acres) supporting an $81 billion forest industry 
and equally large recreational industry, it is difficult 
for people to think of Canada as being anything 
but a Forest Nation. But are Canadians really a 
Forest People? With 80% of Canadians now liv-
ing in cities and towns the importance of the once 
neglected urban forest has never been greater 
The task of engaging a diverse and thinly populated 
country like Canada in protecting and maintaining its 
urban forests can be a daunting task. Since 1992, the 
challenge for the Tree Canada Foundation has been 
to support urban forests and the important work of 
municipal arborists through its various community pro-

grams, while at the same time engaging other levels of 
government and the private sector in recognizing and 
supporting this 9th Forest Region.

9:30 – 10:15 Innovative Ideas for Sidewalk 
Management Within the Urban Forest

George Gonzalez, Chief Forester, City of Los 
Angeles

The City of Los Angeles has undertaken the most 
aggressive sidewalk repair program in the nation. In 
the past seven years, this program has repaired or 
reconstructed over 325 miles of the most severely 
damaged sidewalk in the city while directly impacting 
approximately 25,000 trees. While the primary goal 
of the sidewalk repair program is to repair the city’s 
damaged sidewalks, preserving and maintaining a 
healthy and safe urban forest is an equally impor-
tant goal of the program. It became clear from the 
start that using conventional sidewalk repair methods 
would have a detrimental and unacceptable impact 
on our city’s street trees. Therefore the city set out to 
develop strategies to repair damaged sidewalks while 
minimizing the impact on our urban forest. Through 
the innovative use of alternative sidewalk construction 
materials such as recycled rubber sidewalk pavers and 
poured-in-place rubber sidewalks, along with using 
unconventional sidewalk construction methods such 
as meandering sidewalks, root bridging, sidewalk cut-
outs, and expanding tree wells, the city has been able 
to preserve 93 percent of the street trees impacted by 
the sidewalk repair program.

10:15 – 10:40 Break with Exhibitors
 • Marketplace closes

10:40 – 11:20 Pit and Mound: A New Technique in 
Forest Habitat Restoration

Kathryn Arthur, Restoration Biologist, Essex Region 
Conservation Authority (ERCA)

This presentation will summarize a 70-acre Carolinian 
forest restoration project in Essex County, which 
was restored utilizing a technique known as pit and 
mound. Comparisons will be made with “conventional 
reforestation” methods, as well as providing practi-
cal information on the ‘how to’, costs, benefits, etc. 
Pit and mound forest restoration is a technique that 
allows for increased biodiversity in a forest restoration 
site. The primary purpose of this technique is to restore 
the micro-topography and hydrology of the site in order 
to create the wet and dry microhabitats typical of a 
mature forest floor.

11:20 - 12:00 Angry People, Angry Trees

June Cox, President, June Cox Enterprises
It has been shown that our moods can affect our 
environment. Since humans are part of nature, might 
it not be true that our moods can affect other elements 
of nature – for instance trees? In today’s fast-changing 
world, it is imperative that we learn to keep our bal-
ance and perspective. How do we do that? June Cox’s 
theory is by practicing an ever there when you need it 
sense of humour. June will offer ideas on how to lighten 
up for your sanity, for the sanity of others and for the 
sanity of the world—including trees!

12:00 – 1:15 Lunch and Closing Ceremonies 

1:15 – 3:00 Hiram Walker Distillery Tour, Gardens 
and Reception, CarTunes on Parade 

3:00  Return from Hiram Walker

4:00 End of Conference 

4:00 – 6:00 SMA Board Meeting
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2005
Arrivals:  Windsor Hilton

6:00 – 10:00 Registration: Second Floor, Windsor Hilton

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2005
8:00 – 2:00 Registration: Windsor Hilton

9:30 – 11:30 Early Bird Detroit River Cruise, with Continental Breakfast: 

Riverfront Trees (limited to the first 150 delegates & guests)

Cruise Windsor’s famous international waterway, the Detroit River. Sail from Dieppe 
Gardens, in the heart of downtown Windsor, aboard the M.V. Aurora Borealis. Enjoy 
a continental breakfast and marvel at the beautiful Detroit and Windsor skylines. 
Carolinian trees, gardens, and coniferous trees will be highlighted. Naturalized Peche 
Island (home to Bald Eagles), world-renowned floating Peace Fountain, Coventry 
Gardens and Windsor’s magnificent Riverfront parks and tree system will be featured.

2:00 – 5:00 Tours
 • Windsor Carolinian trees & Emerald Ash Borer damage
 • One Million Trees’ west end nursery
 • World’s largest tall grass urban Prairie Park (1,000 acres), mixed forest 

area (Oak Savannah)

5:00 – 8:30 Opening Reception and Picnic at Ojibway Natural Park & Nature 
Centre

 •  Tree climbing demonstration
 •  Tree identification quiz
 • Tree Canada Foundation Awards

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2005
7:00 – 5:00  Registration: Second Floor, Windsor Hilton

7:00 – 8:00  Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00 – 8:30  Opening Ceremony
 • Welcome to The Urban Forest:  

Going, Going, Gone? 
Lloyd Burridge, Chair and SMA President & Don Sadler, Co-Chair

 • Welcome to Windsor 
Mayor Eddie Francis

 • Introduction of SMA Board Members, 
Executive Director Jerri LaHaie, and Exhibitors

8:30 – 9:30 Keynote address: The Urban Forest: Going, Going, Gone?

Dr. Andy Kenny, Professor - University of Toronto, Urban Forestry

Our urban forests have always had to deal with a very stressful environment. However, 
the level of stresses has grown rapidly in the recent past due to an increasing rate of 
urbanization, climate change, introduced pests, escalating levels of pollution, etc. For 
the most part, urban forest planning and management in Canada has been the sole 
responsibility of municipalities. While organizations such as the Society of Municipal 
Arborists, the International Society of Arboriculture, the Ontario Urban Forest Council 
and others have facilitated the exchange of information among practitioners, there has 
been no integrated strategy for the conservation and enhancement of Canada’s urban 
forests at the provincial or national level. The need for a more strategic approach to 
deal with the increasing pressures on our urban forests is now well recognized. This 
presentation will introduce the Canadian Urban Forest Strategy. The strategy will guide 
the advancement of urban forestry in Canada over the next 20 years by focusing on 
the development of a national urban forestry infrastructure, communications and public 
education, research, techniques and technologies and professional development.

9:30 – 10:00  Break with Exhibitors

10:00 – 12:00 Walking tour of Art Gallery & Baby House Museum

12:00 – 1:00  Lunch

1:00 – 4:30  Board bus for tour of Willistead Manor

Olde Walkerville Area, Walkerville Brewery. Includes beverage stops.
Willistead Manor is a 36-room mansion nestled within a 15-acre park. This city owned 
and operated facility offers gracious accommodations for weddings, receptions busi-
ness meetings and other special events. It was built by Edward Chandler Walker, 
second son of Hiram Walker, of Canadian Club fame. It was designed by noted Detroit 
architect Albert Kahn to reflect 16th century Jacobean architecture, and built with the 
ingenuity of 20th century amenities. Adjacent to the Manor are the spectacular Paul 
Martin Gardens.

Evening  Explore Windsor

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2005
7:00 – 5:00  Registration: Second Floor, Windsor Hilton

7:00 – 8:00  Continental Breakfast with Delegates & Exhibitors

8:00 – 5:00 Essex County Day (All Day Bus Tour)
 Board Buses at 8:00, returning 5:00

8:00 -11:30  Hawk Migration: Holiday Beach Conservation Area
Holiday Beach is one of the premier places in North America to observe large concen-
trations of migrating raptors. The 35-foot Hawk Tower overlooking the 2000-acre Big 
Creek Marsh provides an excellent view of raptors and other migrants as they move 
along the Lake Erie shoreline. All of the eastern accepters, falcons and buteos occur 
here in good numbers. Bald Eagles, cormorants and egrets nest locally and Golden 
Eagles are regularly seen in migration.

11:30 – 1:15  Tour of Colasantis Gardens & Lunch
Colasantis Gardens is a tropical wonderland of plants & flowers, exotic birds, reptiles, 
gifts, zoo, animal shows, greenhouse tours, crafts, 18-Hole indoor mini golf, family 
entertainment centre, restaurant, indoor playground and more!

1:15 – 4:30  Butterfly Migration: Point Pelee National Park
Experience one of Parks Canada’s smallest, yet most diverse National Parks, Point 
Pelee. Travel to the tip and marvel at the most southern point of mainland Canada and 
experience the internationally renowned migration of the Monarch butterflies. Witness 
the marvels of migration and learn about the mysterious movements southward of the 
Monarch butterfly.

6:30 – 7:00  Awards Banquet Reception  
(Exhibit Area)

7:00  SMA Awards Banquet and Dance & Silent Auction (net proceeds go to 
SMA Arborist Exchange Program) Casual dress.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2005
7:00 – 8:00  Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:30 – 12:00  Tour of Riverfront Parks, Sculpture Park, CarTunes on Parade

12:00 – 1:15 Lunch

1:15 – 3:00  Tour of Hiram Walker’s Distillery & Gardens
Experience 140 years of heritage by visiting the Canadian Club Brand Centre, built in 
1894 by Hiram Walker. Discover the origins of “Canadian Club” and learn about their 
unique whisky making process. Tour the Canadian Club Art Gallery and participate in 
a formal whisky information session. Enjoy a sample drink at the CC Bistro on the site 
where it all began. While experiencing the beautiful world headquarters, take in the 
magnificent award-winning formal gardens on the south shore of the Detroit River.

3:00  Return from Hiram Walker’s Distillery and Gardens

3:15  End of Conference
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SMA
Please completely fill out and mail this INVOICE with payment to: 

Jerri LaHaie, SMA Executive Director
PO Box 641
Watkinsville, GA 30677

Dues for January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005. Tax I.D. No: 31-1020171.
Please make your check payable to:
                         The Society of Municipal Arborists
Be sure to check which type of membership you are applying for. 
Descriptions of memberships are listed below. 

Types of Memberships (check one)
❐  Corporate ($125)
❐  Professional ($60)
❐  Senior ($25)
❐  Student ($25)
Employees under the corporate membership @ $25 each.

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

Descriptions of Memberships

Professional – Persons actively engaged in municipal arboriculture or in related 
fields such as: city forester, city arborist, shade tree commissioner, tree warden, 
or any persons officially in charge of city street or park tree planting and man-
agement, or their assistants. Also, county, state, or federal employees who are 
charged with responsibility of assisting municipalities with arboriculture needs. 
Non-commercial people in fields related to arboriculture, such as: landscape archi-
tects, scientists, and managers of arboretums can apply. Annual dues are $60.00.

Senior – This subcategory of Professional membership includes retired municipal 
arborists. Annual dues are $25.00.

Student – This subcategory of Professional membership includes full-time students 
of a college or horticultural school, enrolled in arboriculture. Annual dues: $25.00.

Corporate – Membership for commercial companies representing products and 
services of the arboriculture field. Corporate members are entitled to one voting 
member, and employees of the company are entitled to discount non-voting mem-
berships at $25 a year. Annual dues are $125.00.

Subscription to City Trees – Subscriptions are for libraries and universities only.  
A subscription is included free with any Society membership. An annual subscrip-
tion to City Trees is $25.00.

Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________

City or Company:  __________________________________________________________

Office Address:  __________________________________________ Zip + 4 __________

Home Address if preferred:  _________________________________ Zip + 4 __________

Phone: (          ) _________________________FAX: (          ) _________________________

E-mail: _________________________________ City Population:  __________________

Job title, or if student, your major: ________________________

Please make your check payable to: “The Society of Municipal Arborists”

I, the undersigned, wish to apply for membership in the Society of Municipal Arborists. I agree to 
observe all the rules of the Society and to participate as I am able in furthering its objectives.

Applicant’s Signature

________________________________________________________ Date __________

SMA Membership InformationWelcome New Members

Name Company and/or City State

Charles Adams Adams Tree Preservation, New Middletown OH

Ken Anderson Village of Lindenhurst IL

Dana Appel City of Renton VA

Michael Astone Astone Tree Service Inc, Union NJ

Keith W. Atkins Eagle ID

Adam Baer 3 ABNR, Columbia MO

John Baggett Fairfax County Urban Forestry, Frederick MD

Jane Baile District of Maple Ridge, Port Coquitlam BC

Alan Baratta City of West Palm Beach, Manalapan FL

Edward Bartell Hount Horeb WI

Dennis Beury Lake Hopatcong NJ

David Bienemann City of Bowling Green OH

John Bolender Arborist Extraordinaire, St. Petersburg FL

Joseph Bonkowski Queens Village NY

Rolf Brandt Bethel CT

Norm Brown Oregon Statue University, Corvallis OR

Todd Brunelle City of Rowlett P&R Dept, N. Vancouver BC

Michelle Buckstrup City Trees Editor, Shortsville NY

Craig Carnagey City of Albany, Albany OR

Mohammad Chami Pob 14-6106 Mazraa, Beirut

William Chandler Tewksbury DPW, Tewksbury MA

Kevin Cowlow Tewksbury DPW, Tewksbury MA

Timonty J. Davis City of Cape Canaveral FL

Raymond Davis Trees Unlimited, Cape Canaveral FL

Thomas Dukelow City of Woodbury, Woodbury NJ

Robert Elmore City of Prince George-Parks Div, Prince George BC

Jim England City of Show Lo Public Works, Show Lo AZ

Chris Feeley Iowa State Univ., Dept Of NREM, Ames IA

Gregory Fernandez City of Santa Ana Public Works, Santa Ana CA

Juan Fernandez-Valdez Monterey CA

continued…
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Name Company and/or City State

Terrence Flanagan Teragan & Assoc Inc, Lake Oswego OR

Julia Flanagan Bristow VA

Tony Fleischmann City of Mississauga ON

Eric Fong City of Abbotsford BC

Eric Gansauer Columbus Consolidated Govt, Columbus GA

Kevin Ganues Toledo OH

Joe Gaydosh LA County Dept Of Public Works, Baldwin Park CA

Matt Givens City of Fort Morgan Parks Dept, Fort Morgan CO

Kevin Grant Del Mar CA

Deborah Hall Twigz, Center Line MI

Jim Hamilton City of Kawarth Lakes, Lindsay ON

William Harrington City of Medford, Medford OR

William Hascher, III Greenville SC

Joe Heiby City of Grove City, Grove City OH

Daniel Hicks City of Moncton NB

George Hine City of Steamboat Springs CO

Chris Hinton Auckland

Brian Ingold Ingold Tree Service Inc., Cambridge ON

Keith R. Johnson Town of Eastham, Brewster MA

Wes Jones Starkville MS

Manuel Jordan St Louis Park MN

Benjamin Kellner Republic MO

Dena Kirtley West Sacramento CA

Joseph Kramer Kramer Tree Specialists, West Chicago IL

Edward Kuprel City of Brownsville, Port Isabel TX

Louise Levy University of MN Colquet Forestry Ctr, Cloquet MN

Mirko Maier-Tenberg Moos, Germany  

Mark Mann Plant Growth Management Sys, Niles MI

Thomas Mayer Pasadena MD

Name Company and/or City State

Mariclaire McCartan Dorchester MA

Terrell McCombs City of Pampano Beach FL

Nathan McElroy Pepco, Cheverly MD

David McGrady M-NCPPC-Mont Co Dept Parks, Mount Airy MD

Rita McKenzie Purdue University Forestry & Nat Res, West Lafayette IN

Brett Mortensen Osoyoos BC

David Nickerson Nickerson Tree & Landscape, Wakefield RI

John Oldenburg City of Miami Beach, FL

Sandra Petersen Seattle Transportation, Seattle WA

Raymond Probart Rockdale County PS&E, Conyers GA

Stephen Rae Town of Arlington MA

Frank Rayder, Jr. Poudre School District, Fort Collins CO

Dan Reeder City of Fort Morgan CO

Paul Revell VA Dept of Forestry Fontaine Res Pk, Charlottesville VA

David Roger Riverside CA

Thomas Russo Brooklyn NY

David Ruyak The Care of Trees, Macungie PA

Annette Saul City of Santee CA

Kevin Sayers MI Dept of Natural Resources, Lansing MI

Brenda Slade Prince George BC

Ronald Smith City of Riverside CA

Barry Spaulding City of Cocoa FL

Christopher Stanley Robison Stanley & Co. GA

Ani Steinhour South Suburban Parks & Rec, Griffin CO

Jessica Strother Govt of Fairfax County, Burke VA

Steven Sumner Tree Care By Robert Miller, Spring Hill FL

Debra Swanson Plymouth County Coop Ext., Hanson MA

Darhl E. Trail, Jr. Flintstone MD

James Treacy, Jr. Family Tree Service, Staten Island NY

…continued
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MYCORRHIZAL
PRODUCTS

Cleveland, OH 44128 • 800-962-4010 • 216-475-8488
www.soilmoist.com • jrm@en.com

From the makers of Soil Moist™ polymer products, JRM 
Chemical offers a full line of high performance mycorrhizal 
beneficial fungi. These products are available in a wide array 
of formulations and package sizes to fit all aspects of 
the commercial industry. From a powder grade size for bare 
root transplants; to granular, tablets and convenient to 
use Transplant Paks for amending soils.

With Soil Moist mycorrhizal products:
♦ Products contain highly active and diverse propagules
♦ Increases plant establishment and growth
♦ Improves soil and plant ecosystem
♦ Reduces transplanting stress and plant loss
♦ Increases nutrient and water uptake
♦ Improves soil structure and porosity

Ladies 
Diamond Ring Golf Bag

Hockey 
Memorabilia

Signed 
Artwork

DVD
Player

SILENT AUCTION
to Benefit

SMA Municipal Arborists Exchange Program
Join us September 20th, 2005 at the SMA Awards Banquet

Windsor, Ontario, Canada
This silent auction is to help raise funds for the SMA Municipal Arborists Exchange Program.

Some of the items already donated include:

  

 

Your donations are now being accepted for this event!

To pledge a donation or for more information please contact:

acabrera@city.windsor.on.ca  or  wkharris@sympatico.ca

Name Company and/or City State

Roger Troxell City of Peoria Facility Maint Dept. IL

Jeffrey Van Diepen Pestmaster Services, Inc, Bishop CA

John Vill’neuve, III Broward Co Parks & Rec, Fort Lauderdale FL

Daryl Wagar Ventura CA

Andrea Ward Mt Allison Univ, Sackville NB

Steve Watson City of Omaha, Omaha NE

Barbara White Troy VA

John Whitney Seminole FL

Patty Williams ISA Pacific Northwest Chapter, Silverton OR

Paul Williams City of Fort Pierce FL

Jeanette Wofford Cooper City FL

Kelly Writer City of Cambridge, Belmont MA



REGISTER ONLINE at www.urban-forestry.com 

D E L E G AT E  /  G U E S T  R AT E S

DELEGATE SMA MEMBER POTENTIAL MEMBER TOTAL

Full Early Conference Rate ❏ US$260 ❏ US$320*  $ __________________

After August 18, 2005 ❏ US$320 ❏ US$380*  $ __________________
   (*Includes 2006 SMA membership fee)

SPOUSE/GUEST (Must be accompanied by a fully registered delegate)

Full Early Conference Rate ❏ US$185  $ __________________

After August 18, 2005 ❏ US$235 $ __________________

Daily Rate: US $125/day ❏ Sun ❏ Mon ❏ Tues ❏ Wed  $ __________________

 Total Payment  $ _________________

D E L E G AT E  /  G U E S T  R E G I S T R AT I O N  I N F O R M AT I O N

Name (for badge) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 (Last Name)  (First Name)  (Initial)

City/State (for badge) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ZIP/Postal Code ______________________________________  Country _______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________  Fax ___________________________________________________

Email address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Guest/Spouse* (for badge) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Guest/Spouse* Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
(*Must be accompanied by a fully registered delegate)

Please indicate special needs / diet: _____________________________________________________________________________

PAY M E N T  O P T I O N S

Register online at: www.urban-forestry.com OR send this form and payment to Conference Headquarters at:
Dept. of Parks & Recreation, Attention: Mike Long, 2450 McDougall Street, Windsor, Ontario, Canada  N8X 3N6 

NOTE: Payment must accompany registration. Total Payment Amount

 ❏ Cash or Cheque (payable to SMA Conference 2005)  $ ________________________

 ❏ MasterCard _ _ _ _ -_ _ _ _ -_ _ _ _  Expiration Date _ _/_ _  $ ________________________

 ❏ Visa  _ _ _ _ -_ _ _ _ -_ _ _ _  Expiration Date _ _/_ _  $ ________________________

The Conference Hotel is the Windsor Hilton at 277 Riverside Drive West (www.windsor.hilton.com)

Toll-free 1-800-445-8667 or 1-519-973-5555. Room rates are CAD$124 per night (approx US$100 per night) single or double. These rates 
are available only until August 18, 2005. The Windsor Hilton has agreed to hold these special rates for 2 days before and/or 2 days 
after the Conference.

The City of Windsor Council Resolution CR1288/ 2001 authorizes the collection of this personal information. It will be used only for the 
purpose of this program registration. If you have any questions regarding your information, please contact Mike Long, SMA Conference 
Coordinator at 1-888-519-3333 x 6854 or 1-519-253-2300 x 6854. Fax (519) 255-7990

41st Annual Society of Municipal Arborists Conference  
Windsor, Ontario Canada, September 18-21, 2005

D E L E G AT E  /  G U E S T  R E G I S T R AT I O N  F O R M





26 City Trees

41st Annual Society of Municipal Arborists Conference  
Windsor, Ontario Canada, September 18-21, 2005

G U E S T  S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H I E S

Judy Antipin is a Public Affairs Specialist in the Forest Health 
unit of the North-eastern Area of the USDA Forest Service. She 
works with communities across the region and nationally to 
promote early detection of threats to forest and tree health 
from invasive (non-native) insects and diseases.

Kathryn Arthur studied Biology at Trent University. Before 
joining ERCA, she started a small environmental consulting 
business, Earthwise Environmental, that was involved with 
a wide diversity of projects including large-scale habitat 
restoration of the 407 ETR Valley lands (with AD Arthur & 
Associates), the study of contaminant burdens on scaup (Long 
Point Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Fund), and various 
other contracts involving vegetation surveys, electrofishing, 
benthic data collection, bioengineering and natural channel 
design components. The business also established a native 
tree/plant nursery operation as well as providing custom/cer-
tified seed collection.

Since joining ERCA as the Restoration Biologist in 2002, 
Kathryn is responsible for the planning, implementation and 
monitoring of various types of habitat restoration projects 
including Carolinian forests, wetlands, prairies and meadows. 
A second component of her job includes surface water quality 
monitoring at 45 stream sampling sites across Essex County.

Brad Bass, Ph.D. is a member of Environment Canada’s 
Adaptation and Impact Research Group located in the 
Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of 
Toronto. His primary research interests include adapting 
urban areas to atmospheric change, ranging from policy 
considerations to specific uses of ecological engineering; the 
impacts of climate change on the energy sector and use; and 
the characteristics of adaptable systems. His research on the 
energy sector has led to the development of the Canadian 
Regional Energy Model, in collaboration with the University 
of Regina, which has been used to assess how the energy sec-
tor might adapt to both changes in climate and energy policy. 
This model has been used for the Toronto-Niagara Region and 
the Province of Saskatchewan.

Brad’s current work on adapting urban areas to climate 
change includes simulation of the energy and moisture bal-
ances of typical urban surfaces such as walls and roofs and 
the use of technologies based on ecological engineering to 
use these surfaces to reduce the impact of climate change. 
This work has involved a broad range of partners across dif-
ferent levels of government and industry. The research has 
led to the establishment of two green roof field sites, one in 
Ottawa and one in Toronto, as well as eight demonstration 
sites at Toronto’s City Hall. Dr. Bass’ work in adaptable systems 
has led to a student-led research initiative where students 
have been involved in developing and analyzing simulations, 

as well as publishing research, of how we might learn about 
and adapt to widespread environmental change.

Nina Bassuk, Ph.D. is a professor and program leader of the 
Urban Horticulture Institute at Cornell University and co-author 
of Trees in the Urban Landscape. Her current work focuses on 
the physiological problems of plants growing in urban environ-
ments, including improved plant selections for difficult sites, 
soil modification including the development of ‘CU-Structural 
Soil’ and improved transplanting technology. Currently she is on 
the editorial board of the Journal of Arboriculture and is this 
year’s recipient of the Gold Medal of Horticulture from the New 
York State Nursery and Landscape Association.

Philip D. Bell is a 28-year veteran with USDA and has been 
involved with domestic and emergency programs for the 
last 26 years. From January of 2001 through June of 2004, 
Philip has served as an Eastern Region Program Manager 
with responsibilities for management of forest pest programs 
including Gypsy Moth, Pine Shoot Beetle, Japanese Beetle and 
Witchweed Eradication Programs. Philip recently inherited 
oversight of the Emerald Ash Borer project and in July of 
2004 was selected to Federal Program Director for the EAB 
program.

June Cox has been conducting keynotes, workshops and semi-
nars to business, education, government and health care agen-
cies for the past 20 years. She has become known as a humor-
ist/motivator. June has had a varied career from working with 
the Department of External Affairs in Ottawa to Association 
Management projects.

June has been very active in her community. She was the 
first woman President of the Windsor & District Chamber of 
Commerce in 1990-91. Currently, she is an Honorary Member 
of the Polish-Canadian Business & Professional Association 
of Windsor and is the Executive Director of the Detroit, 
Michigan Executives Association.

George Gonzalez has been the Chief Forester for the City of 
Los Angeles since 1998. He served the Street Tree Division of 
the City of Los Angeles since 1985 as a Tree Surgeon, Crew 
Foreperson, Inspector, Claims Supervisor, Training Coordinator, 
and Street Tree Superintendent. George has been employed in 
the tree care profession for over twenty-eight years. Prior to 
his employment with the City of Los Angeles, he managed his 
own tree care and landscape company.

George is licensed by the state of California as a Pest Control 
Advisor, and is a Certified Arborist and a Certified Municipal 
Specialist with the International Society of Arboriculture. 
He is also a Certified Urban Forester with the California 
Urban Forest Council. George is currently a member of the 
Executive Board of the Society of Municipal Arborists. He 

continued…
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RESISTOGRAPH DECAY DETECTION INSTRUMENT
The Resistograph is a drilling instrument designed to detect and quantify internal defects within any given
wooden structure. It is primarily a mechanical drilling instrument that measures the mechanical resistance
along a needle path when inserted. You can easily detect and assess the defect zones which may have
developed in trees, poles and the like. For example, you can see the degree of decay on a 1:1 scale wax

paper read out up to a depth of 20 inch-
es. The gathered information can also be stored in an electronic
unit and then downloaded into a laptop or desktop computer. Some
of the major benefits are the analysis of open cracks, areas of
severe decay, hollows, tree ring structures as well as the remaining
wall thickness. Due to the minimal damage the Resistograph caus-
es it makes it an excellent addition to the tools and procedures that
you are already using. If you would like more information on our
products please contact us at: (888) 514-8851 or e-mail us at:
info@imlusa.com. Visit our website at www.imlusa.com. 
Free Application Video Available! 

New Leasing Program Available!
Lease a Resistograph for as low as $87/month!

IML, Inc.
1275 Shiloh Rd., Suite 2780 

Kennesaw, GA 30144

Toll Free: 888-514-8851
E-mail: info@imlusa.com, Web: www.imlusa.com

Contact: Oliver Hein

SMA Calendar Of Events
Network with arborists in your area.

SMA 41st Annual 

Conference

September 18 – 21,  

Windsor, Ontario, Canada

ISA  

Annual Conference

“Trees in Tune”, August 6 – 10, Gaylord 

Opryland Hotel, Nashville, Tennessee

American Forests 

2005 Nat. Conf.

American Forests 2005 National 

Conference on Urban Ecosystems, 

November 17 – 18, 2005, 

Charlotte, North Carolina

ASCA 

Annual Conference

American Society of Consulting 

Arborists (ASCA) Annual 

Conference, December 4 – 7, 

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort, 

Palm Springs, California
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is the President of Street Tree Seminar Inc., an organization 
made up of urban forest professionals based in Southern 
California, and a former member of the Western Chapter 
of the International Society of Arboriculture (WCISA) 
Certification Board.

George has been a speaker at many urban forest conferences 
and seminars including the WCISA’s annual conference and 
the SMA annual conference. George has also been a presenter 
at the American Public Works Associations Annual Congress, 
speaking on topics such as sidewalk repair and green waste 
recycling and discussing the role of public works managers in 
preserving, maintaining, and managing municipal trees.

Andy Hillman is the City Forester for Ithaca, NY. He is active 
in the SMA, currently serving on the Executive Board as Vice 
President and representing the society on the Accredited 
Standards Committee A-300 that develops national tree care 
performance standards. He is the recipient of the SMA 2002 
Outstanding Host Award for his work on the society’s 38th annu-
al conference and the 2004 Award of Merit for developing practi-
cal applications for bare root tree planting and CU-Structural Soil. 
Andy is a founding member of the New York State Urban and 
Community Forestry Council. Andy leads an Accredited Forestry 
Department and enjoys cooperating in urban forestry research 
with the Urban Horticulture Institute at Cornell University.

Andy Kenny R.P.F. has a B.Sc.F. from Lakehead University, a 
M.Sc. in Agroforestry from the University of Guelph, and a 
Ph.D. from the Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto. He 
has worked as a District Forestry Officer in South Africa and 
as a silviculturalist in British Colombia. His teaching in the 
Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto includes courses in 
the fields of urban and community forestry and agroforestry. 
He was director of the Urban Forests Centre at the Faculty 
of Forestry from 1994 to 2000. Andy now divides his time 
between teaching and research at the Faculty of Forestry and 
as Coordinator of the Southern Ontario Woodlands Project at 
the Federation of Ontario Naturalists.

Andy is currently investigating the relationship between 
urban design and the extent of urban forest canopies. In a 
recent study, he has worked with researchers at the USDA 
Forest Service to apply a model that estimates the impact of 
urban forests on air quality to the City of Toronto. He is par-
ticularly interested in strategic planning in urban forestry and 
the involvement of stakeholder groups in the management of 
this important natural resource.

Richard F. Lewis, Ph.D., Associate Professor at the University 
of Windsor, has extensive international experience in commu-
nications with rural development projects and has served on 
the Board of Directors for Sesame Street Canada.

Patricia Dolan Lewis, corporate communications for the City 
of Windsor, has worked in university communications in the 
United States and Canada before moving into marketing and 
communications for Parks and Recreation.

Ken Marchant, Forestry Specialist with Plant Health Division 
of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and Program 
Lead and National Spokesperson for the Emerald Ash 
Borer issue, has worked with the CFIA and its predecessor, 
Agriculture and Agri-food Canada since 1976 as a Program 
Officer at various locations across Canada. Over the years 
he has also been involved in the management of many plant 
quarantine issues including PVYn of Potatoes, Gypsy Moth, 
Pine Shoot Beetle, Asian Longhorned Beetle, Plum Pox, and 
most recently, Emerald Ash Borer.

Ken received a Bachelor of Science (Hons.) in Biology from 
Carleton University, and a Masters degree (MPM) in Pest 
Management from Simon Fraser University with a specializa-
tion in forest pest management.

Gary Parent has been very active in the labour movement 
for over 35 years. Starting with Chrysler Canada, he has 
moved from Steward to Chairperson of both the Tecumseh 
Road Truck and the Pillette Road Van Plants. He is currently 
Financial Secretary of Local 444, Canadian Auto Workers (for-
merly part of the United Auto Workers). 

Active and well respected in the community, Gary, in addition 
to being President of the Windsor and District Labour Council 
is also on several advisory committees for the University of 
Windsor, St. Clair College, the Mayor of Windsor task forces, 
and the United Way. He has been honoured with the Greater 
Windsor Foundation Award of Merit, a Dr. of Laws degree 
from the University of Windsor, the Award of Distinction from 
United Way of Canada, and the Commemorative Medal of 
Canada.

David Ramsay was named Minister of Natural Resources, 
Province of Ontario, in October 2003. Mr Ramsay is the sit-
ting member for the northern forested riding of Timiskaming-
Cochrane, which he has represented since 1985. He has held 
several cabinet positions in the government from 1987 to 
1990 and has served as caucus chair and critic for a number 
of portfolios.

Michael Rosen is the Vice-President of the Tree Canada 
Foundation responsible for project management and com-
munications. Previous to that he worked as a Forester and 
Stewardship Coordinator for the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources where he was recognized for his efforts with the 
Amethyst Award for his work in stewardship and the 1998 Ice 
Storm.

As a student, Michael worked in logging camps in British 
Columbia and for the National Capital Commission’s Dutch 
Elm Disease program in Ottawa. He is actively involved 
in the International Society of Arboriculture, Canadian 
Institute of Forestry and the Eastern Ontario Model Forest. 
He is a Councillor and past-Director of the Ontario Forestry 
Association, a member of the Editorial Board of the Ontario 
Professional Foresters Association and a member of the 
consultation committee of Cité Collegiale’s forest techni-

…continued
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cian program. He is a member of the Cantley Environmental 
Committee and volunteers in sports. He has written articles 
on the corporate sponsorship of urban forestry, urban forests, 
private land forest management, and forest drainage.

A Registered Professional Forester, Michael graduated with 
a B.A. in History from Trent University, a B.Sc.F. from the 
University of Toronto and a Diploma in the Ontario Advanced 
Forestry Program from U of T/Lakehead University.

Anthony Sanchez is the Co-Founder and Executive Director 
of Eagle Eye Institute, a 501(c) 3 non-profit environmental 
organization based in Somerville, MA. Eagle Eye’s mission is to 
provide access to hands on exploratory learning programs on 
environmental topics, and career bridging to natural resource 
fields for urban people with an emphasis on underserved 
urban youth of colour.

Anthony is also a Eureka Fellow, E-town Environmental 
award recipient, and winner of the National Arbor Day 
Public Relations award for Trees Are My Friends, a National 
public service announcement campaign focused on connect-
ing communities of color to urban trees. Anthony has also 
received the Massachusetts and National Volunteer Points of 
Light Award for his work with urban youth.

Howard Stanley, a Graduate of Kemptville College of 
Agricultural Technology, joined Agriculture Canada in 1986 as 
a Plant Protection Inspector in Hamilton. Howard discovered 
a root pest that led to the ban of rooted plants material from 
an Asian country. Being involved in the initial discovery of 
Asian Long-Horned Beetle (ALHB) in a Waterloo warehouse 
resulted in being a Crew Leader in the first ALHB surveys and 
during the Plum Pox Survey in Niagara. 

Howard has been involved with a variety of audit functions 
for both Plant Protection and Food Safety and has been 
trained as an International Standards Lead Auditor. In 2000, he 
became the Import Coordinator for Ontario. As such, he is the 
liaison between the CFIA and the Canadian Border Services 
Agency (CBSA), customs brokers, and importers. After the 
discovery of ALHB in Toronto/ Vaughan in September 2003, 
Howard trained survey crews, confirmed positive finds, and 
became the Project Spokesperson.

Richard Ubbens is a Registered Professional Forester with 
18 years experience in the urban forestry sector. He has a 
Bachelors of Science in Forestry degree from the University 
of Toronto. Richard is the City Forester for the City of Toronto 
and is responsible for forestry policy, planning, program-
ming, practices, systems development, forest management in 
ravines and natural areas, and integrated forest health care. 
He is responsible for the overall co-ordination of the City of 
Toronto’s Urban Forestry Program. 

Notable recent projects in his office have been implementa-
tion of various bylaws protecting ravines and trees on private 
property, new standards for tree planting, and development 

of natural area restoration guidelines. Since September 2003, 
he and his staff have worked closely with the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency, the Canadian Forestry Service, the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, the City of Vaughan and York 
Region on eradication of the Asian Long-Horned Beetle.

Philip van Wassanaer has over 15 years experience in the 
field of urban forestry and arboriculture. He received a B.Sc. 
in Environmental Science and a Masters degree in Urban 
Forest Conservation from the University of Toronto. Philip 
is currently President of the Ontario Urban Forest Council, 
a member of the American Society of Consulting Arborists 
(ASCA), and a certified arborist with the International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA). His consultancy, Urban Forest 
Innovations Inc., specializes in urban forest management and 
consulting arboriculture.

Fiona Watt has been the Chief of Forestry & Horticulture 
for New York City for the last five years. She oversees the 
management of 2.5 million urban trees and installation and 
upkeep of thousands of horticultural displays, including traf-
fic island and playground gardens, in the City’s five boroughs. 
Responsibilities include tree planting, tree maintenance and 
removal, nursery plant production, education, outreach and 
stewardship programs, and special urban forest research, 
policy and implementation projects.
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From Susan Day, Research Assistant Professor of Urban Forestry 
at Virginia Polytechnic & State University, comes news of interest 
to city foresters. In addition to conducting research, Susan teach-
es a senior level course, Urban Forestry Management and Policy. 
Susan’s husband, Roger Harris, is a professor in the horticulture 
department, and the two collaborate on research where possible, 
utilizing land at Virginia Tech’s Urban Horticulture Center. 

Trees on Demand 

First, Day describes an innovative searchable web database tenta-
tively called the “Virginia Street Tree Selector” (VSTS). 

“There are excellent tree selectors on the web where you punch 
in criteria and a list of plants pop up,” says Day. “But in my experi-
ence, they are mostly geared towards hardiness and ornamental 
characteristics. The San Luis Obispo, CA, site is one of the few out 
there that is geared toward street trees. The University of Florida 
also has a site that considers some street tree criteria. We feel our 
site will be most useful if we focus on a specific kind of environ-
ment—e.g., a downtown street or parking lot.” 

The VSTS will address trees suitable for Virginia and the Mid-
Atlantic region. “My observation is that how a tree performs in the 
city is a very regional thing,” says Day. “Something we consider 
a great street tree in New York may not be in Virginia, and vice 
versa. So if we expand the VSTS someday, we will have to keep 
this attention to regional performance.”

Day cited the example of redbud (Cercis canadensis). In most 
regions of New York, redbud has a place as a small street 
tree, while in Virginia, the trees are often short-lived due to 
Botryosphaeria canker. 

The VSTS will use typical urban site analysis parameters such 
as soil pH, degree of compaction, extent of rooting volume, and 
drainage along with pertinent urban tree criteria such as canopy 
size and litter production.  

What Day thinks will make the VSTS even more useful is an 
Amazon or Ebay-like posting of feedback by city foresters. “I’m 
hoping foresters will post pictures and review how trees are doing 
in their communities, and this will be a lively forum for trading 
ideas,” says Day. “I can understand that city foresters with limited 
budgets are hesitant to experiment. This way they can get review 
from peers first.”

The VSTS could also be a good tool for cities and towns that can’t 
afford a city forester. Day hopes to see the site launched by fall, 
with a “skeleton” of 100 trees in the searchable database. 

In Pursuit of Water Retention

The second project underway is a collaboration between Susan 
Day and Roger Harris and their respective departments of forestry 
and horticulture. With Cornell University Professor of Horticulture 

Nina Bassuk, Dr. Joe Dove in Civil Engineering at Virginia Tech, and 
UC Davis Professor Qingfu Xiao and colleagues, Day and Harris 
are looking at using structural soil to temporarily store storm 
water runoff. This would be an alternative to the old method of 
“getting the water out of Dodge” as fast as possible but also to 
the detention ponds currently used in Virginia. The idea of on-site 
handling of storm water is not new, but the use of structural soil 
for this purpose is.

“The old way of removing water as fast as possible, which was 
understandable—it was to prevent flooding—upsets the hydro-
logic cycle,” says Day. “The detention ponds are problematic for 
several reasons: they take up space in already crowded cities, 
they breed mosquitoes, and they can be hazards for children. 
Structural soil has the potential to store water completely out of 
the way, under pavement. Trees would be an integrated part of 
storm water management.” 

Some questions that will need to be answered have to do with 
how water storage will affect root distribution: How much water 
can be stored before oxygen becomes limiting for tree roots? 
How quickly must water drain so that roots don’t remain on the 
surface? How effective will roots be at utilizing the stored water? 
What are the seasonal variations?

The project is in the very early stages, but parking lot installations 
are underway in both Ithaca, NY and Blacksburg, VA. Professor 
Xiao at UC Davis will also be doing a street installation, but his 
primary focus is analyzing the effects of the structural soil system 
on the storm water runoff itself—its pH, bacterial content, and so 
on. For a baseline, he will run storm water through the structural 
soil. Later, he will run the storm water through a system that roots 
have penetrated to investigate the mitigating role of the roots.

The project, which uses two kinds of structural soil, CU and 
Carolina Stalite, is expected to be finished in two and a half years. 
It is the thesis research of graduate student Julia Bartens and is 
funded by the USDA Forest Service. 

Coming Up from the Deep

Professors Day and Harris are investigating how best to unearth 
and treat trees that have been subjected to the ubiquitous phe-
nomenon of too-deep planting that deprives tree roots of oxygen. 
This research includes species-specific approaches and other 
variables.

Day notes that when woody cuttings are stuck in rooting medium, 
bark comes directly in contact with medium—so contact alone 
isn’t universally problematic. It surely depends upon the age and 
species of the tree.

“If red maple (Acer rubrum) is planted too deep,” she says, “It will  
generate adventitious roots in the surplus medium. Is it better to 
pull those away and cut them, or leave them? With Turkish hazel-

Urban Forestry Research Update: Virginia Tech
Street Tree Selector, Structural Soil to Store Runoff, and Deep Planting Remedies
by Michelle Buckstrup
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nut (Corylus colurna) that had been planted a foot too deep for six 
years, we used an air knife to excavate the root collars. The trunks 
were fine, and the trees were growing well. We artificially flooded 
the trees and will have the results of that ‘stress test’ soon.” Soil 
texture, drainage, and the ability of a species to tolerate flooding 
come into play as mitigating factors. 

The potential variations are endless, but they will offer insight into 
how—and in some cases, whether—to treat trees that have been 
subjected to deep planting. 

Susan D. Day

Research Assistant Professor, Urban Forestry

Department of Forestry

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University

228 Cheatham Hall

Blacksburg, VA 24061

540-231-7264

sdd@vt.edu

Virginia Tech’s Susan Day and Roger Harris are exploring spe-
cies-specific treatments for trees that have been planted too 
deep. Photo: Michelle Buckstrup.
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I met Walt Warriner, Community Forester 
for the City of Santa Monica, when he 
spoke at the Town of Oakville’s Urban 
Forest Strategic Planning Workshop in 
June 2004. 

I was impressed with Walt’s accom-
plishments in the City of Santa Monica, 
particularly his plan check review pro-
cess to mitigate construction damage 
to trees. When the opportunity arose 
through the SMA Arborist Exchange 
program to go to Santa Monica, I 
jumped at the chance.

My exchange took place January 16-21, 
2005. During my visit I observed con-
sulting arborist work in Orange County 
and operations at the City of Santa 
Monica’s Forestry Section. I also met 
some of the 180 arborists at the January 
meeting of Street Tree Seminar, Inc. I enjoyed a full day tour of 
urban forestry “next door” in the City of Los Angeles with George 
Gonzalez, Chief Forester. The visit allowed me to contrast the for-
estry programs of Santa Monica and Los Angeles with my own. 

COMMONALITIES 
Enthusiasm for our work and recognition of our roles as agents of 
positive change. Both Walt and I put a lot of care into our commu-
nities’ urban forests. We recognize that to be successful we can’t 
operate in isolation and have to go out of our way to reach out to 
other departments within our municipal structures. 

Plan check review process. Both our programs have in place formal 
review of tree protection during construction. We are both plugged 
in to other departments’ internal plan review processes. For exam-
ple, Oakville is currently electronically linking its tree permit process 
with all other affected departments. We both share the challenge of 
sometimes having to deal with unprofessional contractors.

The concept of management of the urban forest as part of the 
municipal infrastructure. The City of Los Angeles has in its general 
plan recognition that the urban forest is part of that city’s infra-
structure. The wording in the urban forestry section in our town’s 
official plan is not as emphatic but does include a requirement 
that adequate space for street trees 
be provided in new road cross section 
designs. 

DIFFERENCES 
The vitality of the local consulting 
arborist industry. Private arborists are 
more established and more numerous 
in Santa Monica, while the Town of 
Oakville has only six consulting arbor-
ists on its list of qualified consultants. 

Walt attributes this in part to the wide-
spread use of the Certified Arborist 
standard in municipal specifications 
in the U.S.  

Support for urban forestry at the level 
of federal government. The input into 
urban forestry by the U.S. federal gov-
ernment through the Center for Urban 
Forest Research, Pacific Southwest 
Research Station, the USDA Forest 
Service and others does not have a 
counterpart in Canada. The highest 
level of government support for urban 
forestry in Canada is at the munici-
pal level, which creates a significant 
vacuum in technology transfer. 

Extent of open space. Santa Monica 
has a relatively low percentage of for-
ested parkland relative to other forms 

of land use. Oakville has 700 hectares (about 1,500 acres) of for-
ested parkland, and approximately 20% of Oakville is zoned for 
open space. 

EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS
I was impressed with the high standards Santa Monica practices for 
street tree management, including a two- to four-year pruning cycle 
for palms (and yes, I found that the fronds from Phoenix canarien-
sis, Canary Island date palm, really are sharp, not to mention toxic). 
Santa Monica’s pruning cycle is coordinated with the streets depart-
ment, among others. Oakville has a three-year pruning cycle in its 
line clearing contract with Oakville Hydro, but management of the 
rest of the town’s 125,000 street and park trees tends to be more 
reactive. 

I observed a demonstration of ‘Tree Radar’ technology by Dr. Tony 
Mucciardi, President of Tree Radar, Inc. Tony conducted a test of his 
system on a date palm to assess structural decline caused by decay 
associated with Fusarium. He also looked at several tree root pro-
files with this radar-based instrument. I believe that this technology 
could become an extremely promising tool for arborists. 

Walt, George and I enjoyed contrasting the concepts of “the right tree 
for the right site” and “the right site for the right tree”. I wondered 

if Ficus—a genus not currently repre-
sented in Street Trees Recommended 
for Southern California (2nd edition)—
might be misunderstood. I saw that 
widespread planting of ficus some 60 
to 70 years ago has led to conflicts 
between “green infrastructure” (roots) 
and “gray infrastructure” (sidewalks, 
curbs, and waterlines). Yet given its 
long list of arboricultural attributes, 
including vigorous growth, good shade, 

Municipal Arborist Exchange Program 
From Oakville, ON, Canada, to Santa Monica, CA 
by John McNeil, RPF, Certified Arborist

John McNeil oversaw the removal of a hazardous 
180-year-old white oak (Quercus alba) in the Town 
of Oakville, Ontario, Canada. Photo: Author.

Altec Industries, Inc. www.Altec.com
The proud sponsor of the 2006 SMA
Municipal Arborist Exchange Program

John McNeil, MBA, RPF, Certified Arborist 
Manager of Forestry & Cemetery Services,

Parks & Open Space Department 
Town of Oakville 

P.O. Box 310, 1225 Trafalgar Road 
Oakville, Ontario, L6J 5A6 

Tel. (905) 845-6601, Ext: 3395
jmcneil@oakville.ca, http://www.oakville.ca 
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and lack of significant insect pests and diseases, I think it’s worth 
using in specially designated sites. 

I also learned more about the application of structural soil to 
improve tree habitat in commercial zones. Walt showed me a site 
in a commercial district where the city created an irrigated tree well 
design—with about nine cubic yards of structural soil volume—that 
is successfully supporting the growth of Koelreuteria bipinnata 
(Chinese flame tree).

The exchange far surpassed my expectations. Not only did I have 
glorious weather—more representative of a southern California 
spring than winter—but the friendships I developed are of immea-
surable value to me. Thank you to the SMA and their corporate 
sponsor, Altec Industries, Inc., for offering the Arborist Exchange 
program. For me, the exchange was more valuable than any confer-
ence I’ve attended in my 16 years of practicing urban forestry. 

Words alone cannot express the appreciation I have for my host, 
Walt Warriner, as well as for George Gonzalez. They went out of their 
way to make sure that I had the fullest possible opportunities to 
maximize my exchange experience. In closing, I can simply say that 
if the opportunity should arise I would be glad to do the same for 
them... and, hey “dude”, I can dig Southern California!

Vital Statistics: Santa Monica, CA

• Population:  Resident population 95,000 / Daytime population 
250,000+

• Tree population:  32,600 
• Full-time park forestry staff:  9
• Management plan:  Community Forest Management Plan 2000 

(adopted by City Council)
• Street tree inventory:  Yes 
• Pruning cycles:  Species-specific and vary from annual to a  

6-year cycle
• Ten most common trees: Washingtonia robusta (Mexican 

fan palm), Ficus macrophylla (Moreton Bay ficus), Magnolia 
grandiflora (Southern magnolia), Phoenix canariensis (Canary 
Island date palm), Podocarpus gracilior (Fern pine), Ceretonia 
siliqua (Carob), Pinus canariensis (Canary Island pine), 
Cupaniopsis anacardioides (Carrotwood), Cedrus deodara 
(Deodar cedar), Liquidambar styraciflua (Sweet gum)

• Source of pride:  The city’s 3,300 ficus trees  
• Biggest challenge:  Maintaining the city’s 3,300 ficus trees
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Ukranians Tour Ithaca’s Street Trees 
by Michelle Buckstrup

On April 11, 2005 Ithaca City Forester Andy Hillman and Cornell 
Urban Horticulture Institute Director Nina Bassuk welcomed a 
group of 12 city employees from Ithaca’s sister city, Komsomolsk, 
Ukraine. Two translators were on hand to interpret. Hillman gave 
a PowerPoint® presentation on CU-Structural SoilTM projects in the 
city, then led the group outdoors to visit several installation sites. 
Dr. Bassuk provided the group with copies of Recommended 
Urban Trees, which includes a list of trees suitable for use in 
structural soil. 

In the previous week, Hillman oversaw the transplanting of 
London plane trees (Platanus x acerifolia) that had been planted 
in CU-Structural Soil for seven years. The trees, 7" (17.8 cm) DBH, 
were excavated with air spades and showed healthy root systems 
throughout the soil profile. Hillman showed these slides to the 
Komsomolsk group, who in turn expressed interest in creating 
their own structural soil for use in their city. 

Ithaca City Forester Andy Hillman, with the help of translators, gave a tour of CU-Structural Soil installations to city employees 
from Komsomolsk, Ukraine. Photos: Andy Hillman
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Film footage of the recent London plane excavations in Ithaca will 
be added to footage from a partial excavation in 2002 (done in 
honor of the SMA conference in Ithaca that year) and appended 
to a new DVD version of the CU-Structural Soil video. Dr. Bassuk 
will show the new DVD in conjunction with her talks at the SMA 
conference in Windsor. 

THE HILTON WINDSOR  

  (519) 973-5555
email: reservations_hiltonwindsor@hilton.com

  Welcomes SMA Members with:

Early Bird Special Rate
Book your rooms before August 1st. and Save!

Excavation by air spade of London plane trees (Platanus 
x acerifolia) planted in CU-Structural Soil seven years ago 
shows extensive root systems. 
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The quality of the urban forest is lost one tree at a time. Municipal 
arborists are so busy responding to crises with available public 
funds, many claim there is little time left to be stewards of the 
urban environment. It’s like the undertaker wanting to tell the 
public to stop smoking—business is so brisk there is little time for 
public messages.

The bottom line is that unless new tree planting keeps pace with 
removals, the municipal arborist is most definitely working herself 
or himself out of a job. And that’s not a good thing for a communi-
ty’s social, economic, or environmental well being.

From my perspective, it’s important that communities recognize 
that steady tree loss is occurring and begin planning strategically 
to use what available funds there are to sustain the public’s invest-
ment while maintaining public safety. Too often I find that arborists 
concentrate on public safety at the expense of long-term steward-
ship of the forest as a whole. 

It’s easy to identify hazards and reduce or remove them. It’s much 
harder to see and advocate for a declining resource overall and 
to establish policies to turn the tide of loss into a rebirth of civic 

pride. The municipal arborist must be both responsible under-
taker and public health activist.

One strategy for successful stewardship is to split the task in two. 
Develop trained contract or in-house spotters and first responders 
for hazards and tree removals, and develop a cadre of community 
leaders to spot vacant spaces and focus on enforceable policies 
that hard-wire tree planting to all public and private capital invest-
ment in new construction, maintenance, and revitalization activi-
ties.

In terms of policy, it is critical that good money not be spent 
maintaining bad trees. Both municipal and utility arborists are 
guilty of spending public funds to reduce crowns and otherwise 
maintain poor quality trees in the wrong places. Who cares if the 
tree was there first! It’s in an impossible location now, the tree is 
in poor form, and it’s a bad investment of public funds to maintain 
it. Moreover, the conflict is a massive public billboard proclaiming 
poor planning, poor management, poor cooperation, and bad 
government. 

While you’re busy removing rather than pruning all those repre-
sentatives of bad planning, a broad palette of trees must be made 
available to fit all vacant spaces in the community. I find many of 
our colleagues writing off whole streets because the tree lawn is 
too narrow. Residents (potential program advocates) can’t com-
prehend this: “A tree was there before you removed it, and now 
the street is ugly and my property value has been lowered!” The 
policy should be to shoehorn in an appropriate tree if you have to 
and replace the trees you remove at a rate of at least three trees 
for every two removed. Plant even more if you have the capacity 
to care for them.  

The goal of these policies is to build advocates for the program 
and put them to work in the stewardship of the community’s 
urban forest. As a profession, we can’t afford to cultivate a disen-
gaged public, resigned to live in a treeless community until they 
earn enough money to find greener pastures (sprawl-ville).

Let us recommit to fostering beauty as well as safety. Our job is 
to maintain and enhance a community’s tree cover, not to preside 
over a declining public asset. To do this successfully, we need 
technical skills, planning, enforceable policies, and public sup-
port. If we do it right, the communities we serve will have healthy 
tree cover and be thriving places for undertakers and public health 
advocates alike.

For a model “Urban Forest Master Plan” that combats declin-
ing tree cover, see Arlington County, Virginia:

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ParksRecreation/
scripts/parks/UFMP_Final.pdf

Phillip Rodbell is a certified arborist and leader of the U.S. 
Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program in the 
21-state Northeastern Area. 

The maintenance of poor quality trees is a massive public 
billboard proclaiming poor planning, poor management, poor 
cooperation, and bad government. Photo: Author.

Issues in Arboriculture 
Stewards of a Declining Forest
By Phillip Rodbell, US Forest Service
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WELCOMES ALL THE SMA DELEGATES
to Windsor, Ontario

9 Sessions Daily!  Every 2 Hours

$2,500.00 Prizes Board

For more information call: (519) 977-1010

PLAY US. WIN US.

Looking ahead to the July/August City Trees

• Bridging the Gap between 
Municipal Arborists and 
Landscape Architects 

• The Virtues of Vertical: 
Fastigiate Trees for 
Urban Use 

• Profile: Cincinnati, OH 

• The International Tree 
Failure Database

• After the L.A. Rainstorms: 
Reflections from George Gonzalez

• Reflections on the New ISA 
Municipal Specialist Certification 

Talk Directly With Your Peers!

Meet online at the SMA listserve: www.urban-forestry.com
Recent topics include:

• Faux trees and Cell Phone Towers

• Elm Cultivars

• Transplanting Large Trees

• Dealing with Spray Paint on Trees

• Theories of Urban Forest Decline

• Qualifications to Conduct Tree Appraisals

• Native Trees of Israel

• Determining Sex of Ginkgos before Fruiting

• Hazardous Trees on Private Property

• Saw Sharpening

• Urban Tree Waste Recycling

Journal of the Society of Municipal ArboristsJuly/August, 2005
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Urban Tree Of The Month
Cercis canadensis ‘Covey’

Description

Botanical Name Cercis canadensis ‘Covey’

Common Name Lavender TwistTM 
weeping redbud

USDA Hardiness Zone 5 – 8

Potential Height 5 to 8 ft

Potential Width 6 to 8 ft

I was already a big fan of redbud (Cercis canadensis). In Virginia, 
where I grew up, the highways are dotted with them at the 
woodland’s edge. ‘Covey’ is a redbud cultivar propagated by Tim 
Brotzman of Brotzman’s Nursery in Madison, Ohio. He discovered 
a weeping form of redbud in Cornelia Covey’s yard in Westfield, 
New York and patented it in 1998. The trademark name is Lavender 
Twist™, and this tree is a zigzagging beauty. 

‘Covey’ matures at a much smaller size than other cultivars of 
redbud, making it an ideal specimen tree for shady nooks north of 
buildings and other structures. With adequate watering, it can be 
used in full sun as well. 

Like the vast majority of the trees out there, ‘Covey’ prefers moist, 
well-drained soil, but it is tolerant of a wide range in soil pH. In hot 
and humid climates, Botryosphaeria canker may be a problem but 
otherwise, if it is treated properly, ‘Covey’ is not susceptible to seri-
ous pests. Depending on exposure and pruning regimen, winter 
storm damage may be an issue.  

Fall color is not noteworthy, unlike the gorgeous spring flowers, 
summer foliage, and year-round silhouette.

Michelle Buckstrup

NOTE: Trees of the Month are not suitable for every climate 
and site condition. Variations in regional performance will 
apply. If you are using a Tree of the Month in your municipal-
ity, please share your experience with it on the SMA Listserve.

Redbud (Cercis canadensis). Photo: Bold Spring Nursery.

Cercis canadensis (Covey) 
summer foliage (left) and 

spring blooms (below).  
Photos: University of 

Southern Main Arboretum.



Know Your Limit, Play Within It! 1-888-230-3505 Ontario Problem Gambling HelpLine. Must be 19 years of age or older.

Enjoy Casino Windsor's five restaurants, live Las Vegas-style 
entertainment and non-stop gaming action all under one roof!

Visit today and see how our 18 Casino Player Magazine 
“Best” awards have made us the region’s best bet for fun!

For information call 1-800-991-7777 or visit 
www.casinowindsor.com.



SOCIETY OF MUNICIPAL ARBORISTS 
P.O. Box 641
Watkinsville, GA 30677

This little fella is called the Emerald Ash Borer and 
he’s a whole peck of trouble if he shows up in your 
neighbourhood. And chances are he will. Learn all 
about him, the extensive devastation he has wreaked, 
and about strategies for handling him.
Other conference programs include our Festival of 
Hawks, a spectacular Monarch butterfly migration 

experience at Point Pelee National Park, a local 
apple festival, and world-famous autumn birding 
adventures.
Did we mention exceptional dining, entertainment 
and nightlife? Nothing boring in any of that.  
For more information on the region call toll-free  
1-800-265-3633 or visit www.visitwindsor.com.

THE 41ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE, SOCIETY OF MUNICIPAL ARBORISTS 

September 18-21, 2005, Windsor, Ontario, Canada

1-800-265-3633
www.visitwindsor.com

The only boring thing 
you’ll learn about at 

SMA 2005.

Ash borer photo courtesy of David Cappaert, MSU
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