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President’s Message

Executive Director’s Message

Andy Hillman

Jerri J. LaHaie

I

have a confession to make: Until
recently, I was not a Certified
Arborist. I’ve always supported the
ISA certification program and board,
but I had this sense that it was not
the right certification for my position in city government.
My perspective broadened with the
evolution of the Municipal Specialist
certification. A prerequisite for taking the Municipal Specialist exam
is being a Certified Arborist, so at the NY ReLeaf Conference
on Long Island last summer my forestry technician and I sat
for the exam. By the time you read this, I will have taken and
hopefully passed the Municipal Specialist exam in Asheville
at our annual meeting and trade show. Then Ithaca Parks &
Forestry will be well on its way toward SMA accreditation
under the new standards (the City was previously accredited
under the old program).
The new SMA accreditation (see page 14 for more details)
calls for a program or department to have a Certified
Municipal Specialist. It is a high but achievable standard. I
encourage you all to follow the pioneers who first became
Certified Municipal Specialists like my friend, Ocean City
Town Forester Greg Purnell.
Our partnerships with Tree Care Industry Association and
National Arbor Day Foundation (NADF) are made stronger
through our new accreditation standards. To illustrate how
our reciprocal arrangements work, a Tree City USA automatically achieves a NADF Growth Award upon becoming SMA
Accredited. Conversely, being a Tree City USA (or equivalent
outside the U.S.) and having received an NADF Growth
Award within the past five years are requirements for SMA
accreditation.
The SMA Executive Board is exploring how SMA accreditation could tie into American Pubic Works Association accreditation. I am certain that this partnership will come to fruition
under the leadership of new Vice President George Gonzalez,
who has long been active in APWA.
In the short time I have as your president, I will be talking a
lot about our strategic partnerships and the benefits of being
involved in SMA. With your help, I want to see the Municipal
Specialist Certification and SMA accreditation become the
hallmark of topnotch municipal departments. I am certain
that in this first urban century, SMA members will play a
major role in making and keeping our cities livable. I look
forward to serving you in the coming year and ask you to
help us achieve these goals.

4

I

t’s hard to believe I am writing about
the Municipal Forester Institute again.
As I fly home from California, where
fellow MFI Cadre member Dana Karcher and I gave a presentation at the California Urban Forest Conference, I am
pleased that the 2006 MFI graduates
I saw there—Hector Banuelos, Darya
Barar, Delia Juncal, Theresa Maceyka,
Andy Trotter, and Darla Mills—are all
just as enthusiastic, seven months postMFI. Theresa spoke at the conference,
too, and said that she learned more in one week at the MFI than
she did in four years of college.
Forest Service Deputy Chief of State and Private Forestry Jim Hubbard enjoyed hearing directly from the MFI grads at the conference. He must have been convinced that the Forest Service investment was a worthwhile one, as we have just been notified of the
approval of our grant request for MFI 2007.
Lake Arrowhead, California proved to be such a perfect location,
we have decided to return February 18-23, 2007. Ed Barlow and
Jim Clark have been confirmed for return engagements as our
opening and closing speakers. The training cadre is gearing up for
the months of preparation it will take to ensure MFI 2007 is even
better than MFI 2006. Soon we will begin curriculum development on MFI Year 2, an institute designed for graduates of the MFI
(or a similar leadership workshop) to be held in 2008—but more
on that later.
Dana and I took an MFI message to the non-profits at the CaUFC
conference, supported by examples SMA members supplied to our
email request. Many thanks to those who shared your stories with
us. We were able to carry forth the message that municipal arborists have the education, training, and experience to be the Professional Voice, but they need the assistance and support of the nonprofits that have the expertise to be the Advocacy Voice. Using the
Urban Forest Management Plan as the primary directive, both the
MA and the NPO must work together to build a strong program at
the community level, and they need to involve other local stakeholders in the overall plan. Some communities have built these
strategic partnerships, but there is much room for better alliances.
SMA’s next partnership effort will be teaming up with the Utility
Arborists Association. After a facilitated summit with UAA in late
October, we will be looking for volunteers to work on the ideas
that surface from that meeting under the direction of our new
SMA President, Andy Hillman, and former SMA board member,
Steve Shurtz. Their experience will lead us in developing innovative partnering opportunities with allied professionals and advocates. Creating a strong national U&CF program is something we
can all participate in, one successful program at a time. Check the
Web site often for news and volunteer opportunities in SMA programs: www.urban-forestry.com.
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Our line of stumpers continues to expand with the introduction of

Just like our chippers, our stumpers are backed by over 300

our Model 4000, a 275-hp high performance self-propelled stump

dedicated Bandit employees and over 80 dealers worldwide.

grinder with a unique hydrostatic planetary drive with features that

There are more than 700 Bandit stumpers now in operation.

are sure to please. The 4000 is also available with an 8.5 foot
forestry mower attachment.

If you are in the market for a stumper, give a Bandit a try, you
won’t be disappointed.

We offer four different models of backyard stumpers; two

Call us at 1-800-952-0178 to get in touch with a Bandit

rubber-track high production stumpers with 80-hp, 140-hp, and

representative, or to arrange for a demonstration. Experience the

200-hp engine options; and two towable stump grinders.
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Corporate Headquarters Located at 6750 Millbrook Road • Remus, MI • 49340
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Going for 40%
Leesburg, Virginia Strategizes to Recover its Urban Canopy

Jay Banks was hired as the Town of Leesburg’s first urban forester in 1997. Leesburg is located in Northern Virginia, 35 miles
northwest of Washington, D.C. at the foothills of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.
Northern Virginia is fast becoming known as the “L.A. of the East.”
By 1997, rampant development had taken its toll on Leesburg’s
urban forest. Banks’s challenge is to bring the canopy back, but
first he needed some tools to demonstrate the scope of the problem to the Town’s decision-makers.

Loudoun County is the nation’s third fastest growing county.
What has this meant for Leesburg, the county seat?
JB: Leesburg (population 37,500) is ten square miles that has
seen an incredible increase in rooftops over the past ten years.
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Prior to ‘97, there was no urban forester. Pruning and takedowns
were handled by the streets or parks staff—it was all reactive.
When I took the position, I knew there were going to be a lot of
issues. The hard part was persuading decision-makers that there
was a problem. I needed concrete tools to measure and demonstrate the dramatic changes to them. We’ve been planting trees
throughout my tenure here, but because they’re 2-inch (5-cm)
caliper, the leaf cover they provide is not yet significant.
I enlisted the help of American Forests, who was then doing urban
forest cover change assessments in the Washington Metropolitan
area. I started pressing them in 1999 and finally, in 2002, convinced them to take a look at Leesburg. In 2004, they produced
an analysis that showed that from 1992 to 2001, more than 71%
tree cover was lost in Leesburg. Kudos to American Forests for
City Trees

Each year, in April, Leesburg holds its popular Flower and
Garden Festival. Photo: Loudoun Convention & Visitors Assn.

doing this analysis for us—and pro bono at that! When I showed
the analysis to the tree commission, it really got the snowball on
the mountaintop rolling.
I then gained the tree commission’s support to work on a management plan with Davey Resource Group. The Town put up 65% of
the total cost ($38,000), and a grant from the Virginia Urban and
Community Forestry Council provided the remaining 35%. Our
point person at Davey was Jennifer Gulick, who had worked for
many years as a city forester in Cincinnati, so she had that insider’s
perspective and could empathize with my struggles. She was terrific—the whole team was.

November / December 2006
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Efforts to preserve a white oak (Quercus alba) Photo: Jay Banks

How has the management plan helped you achieve your It was three months of research and identifying the pieces that
would apply to Leesburg. I ended up with an ambitious agenda for
goals?
JB: There are two major ways the plan is enabling us to advance Davey, but it was worth it, because the plan is comprehensive. The
our program. First, the plan concretizes the loss of trees—no one
can be in denial now—and lays out a strategy for going from just
8% cover to our goal of 40%. Second, it helps the tree commission
and me prioritize our efforts. There’s so much we want to do, but
we have to break it down to accomplish things in realistic stages.
This document helps the tree commission be better advocates for
the urban forestry program.

We’re a town of 37,000 people, and there are many larger Northern
Virginia communities that don’t yet have management plans.
They’ve expressed interest in ours, and we get a lot of validation
for having done this. I’m very proud of this document. Anyone
who wants to check it out on the Web can, at www.leesburgva.
gov/Services/planning/doc/UFMPL_06-02-28.pdf.

plan does include provisions for updates every five years.

In addition to restoring canopy, what other challenges do
you face in Leesburg?
JB: Because there’s so much development here, a lot of what I do

is overseeing tree planting by developers. They meet the zoning
ordinance requirements, but two to three years down the road
there’s a high degree of tree mortality—something we hope to
address with the management plan.
On the positive side, we’re in the process of hiring a second urban
forester. That will free me up to really pursue the management
plan goals. Also, I like the diversity of tasks in my job. One day
I could be reviewing multi-million-dollar capital projects and the
next day, I’m responding to citizen calls and doing tree selection.

How did you decide what you wanted to include in your
What was your educational and career path prior to taking
management plan?
on this job?
JB: I studied the management plans of other communities, from
JB: I received a BS from the University of Connecticut in Natural
Syracuse, New York to Roanoke, Virginia, to Davis, California.
Resources Management. At the time, I had no idea I’d end up in
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The beautiful historic heart of Leesburg is still green. Photo: Loudoun Convention and Visitors Association

November / December 2006

9

urban forestry, but of course in hindsight,
it seems fated. I worked in environmental
protection-type jobs and moonlighted as
a landscape designer. As my knowledge of
trees grew, I started doing urban forestry
consulting on the side; that led to getting
this position.

Have you attended SMA conferences?
JB: I went to Ithaca in 2002 and Denver

in 2004. It was great to put faces to the
names I’d seen on the SMA Listserve. I
came to see that no matter how big the
municipality, the issues we all face are the
same—from tree roots heaving sidewalks
to challenges with rapid development and
the concerns of citizens. It helped me see
that I’m not in this alone!
Jay S. Banks
Urban Forester
Town of Leesburg
25 West Market Street
Leesburg, Virginia 20175
(703) 771-2713
New developments are ubiquitous in Leesburg—as they are throughout Northern
Virginia. Photo: Jay Banks
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jbanks@leesburgva.gov
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Leesburg lost much of its urban canopy to rooftops in the last ten years. Photo: Jay Banks
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Steve Shurtz: Our Man on NUCFAC
realizing its potential as a profession, reflected in the growth of the
SMA membership from about 350 members in 1997 to more than
1200 today. There’s a new level of professionalism in our field, and
an increasing awareness of the MA as the ‘hub of the wheel’ in the
urban forestry world. Public works, nonprofits, community activists—we are the professionals at the center who have to skillfully
coordinate among these groups. All of these things came together
to make it SMA’s time to get on the Council, and I happen to be the
person standing in the right place at the right time.”
SMA Executive Director Jerri LaHaie has worked closely with
Shurtz for six years. She says, “Steve’s always been the voice of
reason, the diplomat of the group, the one we look to for sound
judgement in all matters. His wisdom is surpassed only by his
wit—he is the master of Cajun humor and accents. He has the
uncanny ability to succinctly summarize even his own eloquent
ramblings. He will be an excellent addition to the NUCFAC group
because of these very qualities.”

Steve Shurtz

Congratulations to SMA’s own Steve Shurtz, longtime Society
member and two-time former president and an accomplished landscape architect and municipal arborist in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Shurtz has been appointed to the prestigious NUCFAC—the
National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council.
NUCFAC was created under Section 1219 of the 1990 Farm Bill.
Fifteen members representing various facets of urban and community forestry (see sidebar) serve three-year terms, providing
advice on urban and community forestry to the United States
Secretary of Agriculture (currently, Mike Johanns). NUCFAC can
be thought of as the national equivalent of the state urban and
forestry councils—the upper echelon of urban forestry advocacy
in the U.S.
Shurtz is filling an unexpired term through December, 2006 but is
expected to be reappointed in January 2007 for a full three-year
term. This appointment is an honor for Shurtz personally but he
says it’s more importantly a major coup for SMA and its partner,
the American Public Works Association (APWA). Prior to Shurtz,
SMA has never had an active member serve on the Council. With
this nomination, Shurtz has a chance to bring urban forestry concerns—as seen from the municipal arborist’s perspective—to the
Council.
“For ten or twelve years SMA has been trying to get someone on
that Council,” Shurtz says. “The time was finally right for us.”
Shurtz believes that there were several reasons for this good timing. He says, “[Former USDA UCF Director] Mark Buscaino was a
great advocate for SMA. He recognized that the industry is fast
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LaHaie points out that Shurtz’s nearly 30 years of experience in
urban and community forestry gives him a broad perspective
of the various organizations involved in NUCFAC. Council members currently include individuals from the Alabama Cooperative
Extension System, USDA Extension Service, USDA Forest Service,
Michigan State University, National Arbor Day Foundation, New
Jersey Nursery and Landscape Association, and the National
Alliance for Community Trees. “I’m confident Steve will be able to
offer the same advice and guidance to these groups as he has to
SMA,” LaHaie says.
Shurtz will start doing so this October when, conveniently for
Shurtz, NUCFAC meets in Little Rock, Arkansas. The next quarterly meeting will be in Washington, D.C., followed by a meeting
in Biloxi, Mississippi. The meeting in Biloxi will be especially
poignant for Shurtz, because he’s seen firsthand the impacts of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
This year is the first since 1998 Shurtz hasn’t served on the SMA
Board, freeing up time to now move into NUCFAC service. He says
that he feels he can help urban forestry “find its footing” on the
national level. “Urban forestry is growing and looking at larger
issues,” he says. “Wetlands management, regionalism, global
warming... it’s a much more vast profession now, and we need our
voice to be heard.”
Former SMA President Steve Cothrel says, “Professionally, Steve
brings the ‘multi’ to multi-disciplinary through his work as a
landscape architect, city planner, municipal arborist, university instructor, and (thanks to hurricane Katrina) natural disaster management expert. Urban forestry professionals across
the U.S. should be excited by this announcement. It’s gratifying to know that NUCFAC now has a practicing municipal
arborist on board, and the urban forestry profession could not
have picked a better representative than Steve Shurtz.”
City Trees

NUCFAC’s 15 members, appointed by the Secretary of
Agriculture, represent the following areas (number of
members in parentheses):
• national nonprofit forestry and conservation
citizen organizations (2)
• state government (1)
• county government (1)
• city/town government (1) (Steve Shurtz)
• forest products, nursery, or related industries
(1)
• urban forestry, landscape, or design consultants (1)
• academic institutions with an expertise in
urban and community forestry activities (2)
• state forestry agencies or equivalent state
agencies (1)
• a professional renewable natural resource or
arboricultural society (1)
• Cooperative Extension (1)
• the USDA Forest Service (1)
• one member who is not an officer or employee of any governmental body who is a resident of a community with a population of
more than 50,000 and has expertise and has
been active in urban and community forestry
• one member who is not an officer or employee of any governmental body who is a resident of a community with a population of
less than 50,000 and has expertise and has
been active in urban and community forestry

November / December 2006
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ANSI meets Thoreau:
The High-Standard-but-Greatly-Simplified SMA Accreditation Program
by Michelle Buckstrup

2007, because the application process has been simplified to be more
user-friendly. The new standards and
application should be available in late
2006 on the SMA Web site, www.
urban-forestry.com.
Andy Hillman is a big proponent of the
revamped program, citing the many
professional and financial incentives.
“One of our strategic partnerships is
with the state urban foresters, who
control a lot of the UCF grant money,”
he says. “SMA accreditation should
help cities get grant funds, because
built into the accreditation are criteria
that state foresters are looking for
in grant applicants—things like Tree
City USA and NADF status and existence of a master plan. Accreditation
could also affect insurance rates and
help with lawsuits—showing due diligence and reasonableness.”
Urban forestry programs like that of Ithaca, NY will seek
accreditation under the new, simplified standards.

The SMA Accreditation Committee (Jim McGannon, chair; Andy
Hillman; Aaron Reed; Joe Roush) is pleased to present a revamped
application process for the SMA accreditation program. The
program partners strategically and creatively with SMA allies
to save applicants and SMA volunteers duplicate effort. For
instance, Tree City USA status and having received a National
Arbor Day Foundation Growth Award are requirements for SMA
Accreditation. On the other hand, if you are a Tree City USA and
become SMA accredited, you automatically receive a National
Arbor Day Foundation Growth Award. This is strategic partnership
at its best.
We are indebted to longtime SMA member and City Trees editor
Len Phillips for getting SMA’s accreditation program going in 1988.
Phillips got the idea from the local police chief in his city, Wellesley,
Massachusetts, who was seeking accreditation for the police
department. Phillips and former Society president Dale Gaasland
started up the Accreditation Committee, eventually adding several
more members.
In 1990, Wellesley, Massachusetts and Modesto, California were
the first cities to achieve SMA accreditation, followed by Chicago
and Oak Park, Illinois and Lansing, Michigan in 1991.
Today there are about a dozen accredited cities—the most recent
is Downers Grove, Illinois—but the number should jump in
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Hillman hopes that in the way that state foresters now count Tree
City USA status in their states as a measure of success, they will
come to use the number of SMA-accredited cities as a yardstick.
He’s quick to point out that countries outside the U.S. can use
their Tree City equivalent in their application. “We sought to make
the application not just simple, but universally applicable.”
Hillman says the new Municipal Specialist certification and SMA
accreditation will reinforce each other. Urban forestry programs
applying for accreditation must have a Municipal Specialist on
staff—but it need not necessarily be the person at the top. Hillman
explains, “We were originally going to require the chief urban forester to have the certification, but then we realized that, given the
large size of some programs, it would be more realistic to ask that
it simply be someone on the forestry staff.”
The master plan requirement used to have specific categories, but
the Accreditation Committee decided to change that. “A master
plan in a small city in Arizona is going to be different from a master plan in Boston,” Hillman says. “So long as your master plan
has been approved by an overseeing body—Common Council,
the Board of Public Works—that tells us that the master plan is
appropriate for that city.”
At press time, the application costs $150, and certification lasts
five years. Applicants do not have to be SMA members, but
why wouldn’t you want to be, with dynamic programs like this
bespeaking SMA’s growing relevance to our profession?
City Trees

Following the MFI Trail...
...with Phil Evans, Director of Grounds, Fleet
Services, and Integrated Waste Management
for San Francisco State University

Phil Evans

Phil Evans is a de facto
municipal arborist, if not by
job title. The high-traffic campus of San Francisco State—
30,000 people on 130
acres—is unquestionably an
urban environment. Phil and
his team face the same tree
management and civil engineering issues that MAs face.
Phil says the personal quality of the MFI invitation and
its specific focus on urban forestry leadership grabbed his
attention.

For me, the most stimulating element of the conference was the
focus on leadership. The most memorable concept was the Big
Hairy Audacious Goal (BHAG), a term coined by Jim Collins, author
of the Good to Great business leadership books. The most enriching realization was how wide a network of stakeholders our forests have, which led to new views of how to engage them. There
were four major goals I set at MFI:
First, to document our tree inspection and management program
in a simplified format. We have 2000 trees on campus, and a lot of
people, and we need to ensure we have a program that is consistent with area municipalities regarding tree risk management.
Second, I decided to double the canopy on campus and make a
concerted effort to promote the multi-dimensional value of our forest in the broadest context possible. These first two forest management goals have gone all the way to the campus president and are
being incorporated in the campus master plan. Now we’re trying to
marshal the resources to move forward and accomplish them.
The third goal was to establish a leadership development group
within my division, not only with operational supervisors, but also
with each individual arborist and gardener and others who make
things happen here. We have done this, and it has released a lot
of energy and creativity, new ideas, and efficiency.
My fourth goal was to begin to hold conferences here on the value
of the forest and to use them to bring together more stakeholders,
so we have more people actively involved with and understanding
the value of the forest and ways it can serve our world. Our first
step was to partner with the California Arborists Association and
set up a Tree Biology seminar and workshop for arborists, moving
from roots to leaves but also introducing the value of the canopy
to our wider community.
MFI was of tremendous value for me personally and professionally.
November / December 2006
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As The Root Is Bent, So The Tree Will Grow
Case Studies in Root Pruning
by Guy Meilleur

The red maple (Acer rubrum) in front of the
Forestry building did not look quite right.
The eastern side of the crown was sparse
and shed its leaves early. The tree was
afflicted with a disorder that has reached
epidemic proportions on trees in the urban
landscape: deformed roots.
The trunk flare and primary roots were covered in the nursery, sending lateral roots
growing up and toward the trunk in search
of oxygen. After a few years of this misdirected growth, the tree was dug up, placed
in a wire basket, and sold. Then it was buried deep, the wire basket left on, and the
ground piled with extra soil and mulch.
The largest girdling root was squeezing the
top of the primary root growing to the east,
following a typical pattern: Underneath
the most deformed section of the crown
is the most seriously squeezed buttress
root. Where the root cut at harvest time
met the wire basket, it formed a knuckle
of tissue, from which lateral roots grew
in many directions. There was no radial
growth straight out from the point of contact with the wire.

Large root girdling a buttress root is pruned with a handsaw.

First I did an RCX (Root Collar Examination),
clearing the soil away so the sides of the
primary roots were exposed. Smaller
roots growing upward and inward must
be snipped out of the way to find the flare.
Soil is then cleared away from the girdling
roots as much as is practical. The idea is
to make the cuts a good distance away
from the trunk, so root regrowth does not
regirdle the trunk or buttress root.
I used simple tools on the red maple: loppers for bigger roots and hand pruners for
smaller roots. I made clean cuts at laterals
growing in a desired direction. I don’t recommend sealants.
Next we’ll look at a Japanese maple (Acer
palmatum) that had been buried in mulch.
The RCX first revealed a pencil-sized root
girdling the trunk; I removed this root with a
hand pruner. Then with a hand saw I severed
a large girdling root back to a lateral root
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Small girdling root along stem, burlap, and wire interferes with root
development

City Trees

growing in a radial direction. Finally, I cut
those upper loops of the wire basket that
were in a position to damage the roots.
The last case story involves a pair of
Southern magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora) planted sixty years ago. One of the pair
started dying back on one side. The twin
had beautifully shaped buttress roots, but
the declining tree had only a little root flare
showing. An RCX found that the trunk on
the deformed tree was seriously girdled by
its own large roots.
Following accepted guidelines for branch
pruning, I decided to limit the amount of
roots removed to fewer than 20% per dose.
First I used a chainsaw to make plunge
cuts on embedded roots. With handsaw,
hand pruners and finally with hammer and
chisel, I sliced out three root sections. I
somehow managed to avoid gouging the
trunk, and fortunately the bark on the roots
was not stuck to the bark on the trunk, but
came off cleanly with a “pop.” The plan is
to return annually until the trunk is free of
any root that girdles more than 10% of the
circumference.
On all trees I root-prune, I aerate the soil
around the dripline, inoculate and fertilize,
and mulch to stimulate root regrowth.
Deep girdling roots exposed, to be removed next year

First layer of girdling roots removed
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“THE BLADE OF CHOICE BY MUNICIPAL ARBORISTS”
Brush Chipper Knives
Zenith Chipper Knives are precision crafted to ensure that your
chipper knives cut with endurance, resulting in the least amount of service
and maintenance. Zenith blades are manufactured in our ISO certified
facilities from the finest steel available, triple tempered to optimal edge
performance and center toughness, then matched to strict OEM
specifications. Every blade is then individually inspected and packaged.

Pruning Saws
Municipal arborists need professional cutting tools.
This is why we stock the best pruning saws available
today. Perfect for the arborist to perform tree cutting and tree pruning with ease. For clean, smooth
and fast cutting jobs, tree care professionals choose the
Zenith Cutter Samurai Saws.

Arborist Rope
Zenith carries the best climbing rope lines designed especially for
arborists and tree climbers. Manufactured for outstanding durability
and strength, this rope can't be beat. Zenith arborist rope proves to be
a very cost effective choice since it provides long and dependable
life with awesome strength, excellent visibility, and a high level of
abrasion resistance.

Stump-Cutter Teeth
Zenith is a leading seller of stump-cutter teeth. The reason is
simple - Zenith offers stump-cutter teeth that are tough, reliable and
built for endurance. Zenith's cutter teeth will immediately impact your
stump-cutter performance, while minimizing downtime, and cutter
tool replacement.

Visit Zenith Cutter’s new Website with secure on-line ordering and request a 2006 Product Catalog.
Use Promo Code WEB1106 and save 10% when ordering.

1-800-223-5202
w w w. z e n i t h c u t t e r. c o m

November / December 2006

5200 Zenith Parkway
Loves Park, IL 61111
USA
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Urban Forestry after the Hurricanes
Mississippi Update

This area of Biloxi, Mississippi was completely submerged by Katrina’s tidal surge. Photo: John Fleck / FEMA Photo Library

Tired, but hopeful. That’s how Donna Yowell and Eric Nolan
describe the mental state of urban foresters in Mississippi. Yowell
sees the big picture as the executive director of the Mississippi
Urban Forest Council; Nolan is working in the trenches as city
arborist for Biloxi.

When dealing with a single tree, he advises cutting it down and
leaving the stem exposed to the full afternoon sun and that will
kill the majority of the beetles. When dealing with a stand of trees
with pine beetles, Nolan recommends felling the trees to the center and letting the sun heat the main stems to kill the beetles.

“If you can imagine, we’re dealing with 60 counties that have
been declared disaster areas,” Yowell says. “A lot of communities
have lost the canopy and character of their downtown. It’s been
depressing for everyone. There’s a tremendous sense of urgency
to get trees back in the ground.”

In addition to taking calls from homeowners about their ailing
pines, Nolan recently oversaw the “leaner and hanger contractor”
phase of the FEMA hazard tree work.

Yowell and Nolan describe the increased vulnerability wrought by
a hot summer with little shade. The lack of canopy has made the
summer extra hot for humans and has caused already stressed
trees to succumb to heat stress. Nolan says that the pines have
been hit particularly hard.

Trees that had 30% or more lean were removed as well as hanging
branches that were clearly storm related. Nolan says it feels good
to finish up this work on the riskiest of trees, so he can move on to
the next phase of hazard work—turning to the city rights-of-way.
The latter will have to be funded by city coffers. Financial realities
mean that the cleanup will continue for years to come. However,
Nolan is hopeful, saying that “every day Biloxi is cleaner.”

“We’ve seen a big jump in Southern pine beetle activity,” he says.
The treatment? No pesticides have proved effective against the
beetle. Ironically, the heat that makes the trees vulnerable to the
beetles can also be used to kill beetles and slow their spread.

Donna Yowell says there’s been a surge of requests for new tree
planting. A tree planting campaign for the entire state is underway,
but Yowell knows that education is just as important as caliper
inches. “I worry about trees being planted inappropriately—for
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