Welcome New SMA Members!
Name

Company

City

Terry Austen

Treeworks

Florence

State
OR

James A. Brazil

City of San Leandro

Castro Valley

CA

Jose Del Real

Golden Bear Tree Service

Las Vegas

NV

Dan Dewald

City of Bellevue

Bellevue

WA

Ronald Ferenz

Portola Tree Service

San Jose

CA

Gruett Tree Company Inc.

Orange

CA

Eric Harrison

Briarcliff Manor

NY

Kevin P. Hart

Herndon

VA

SMA Membership Application
Application for Membership in the SMA
Please completely fill out and mail this INVOICE with payment to:
Jerri LaHaie, SMA Executive Director
P.O. Box 641
Watkinsville, GA 30677
Tax I.D. No: 31-1020171. Please make your check payable to:
The Society of Municipal Arborists
Be sure to check which type of membership you are applying for.
Descriptions of memberships are listed below.
Types of Memberships (check one)

Charlie R. Johnson

Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City

OK

Aaron Lehnert

City of Waukesha

Sussex

WI

❐ Corporate ($125)

❐ Professional ($60)

John R. Olmsted

Wellesley College

Wellesley

MA

❐ Senior ($25)

❐ Student ($25)

List employees under the corporate membership at $25 each below.

Meredith Rockwood Davey Tree Expert Company

Port Richey

FL

Wes Rogers

City of Suwanee

Suwanee

GA

______________________________________________________________________

Ahmadreza Salami

Mashhad Parks/Greenspaces

Mashhad

Iran

______________________________________________________________________

Travis Vickerson

Vertical Landscapes of Raleigh Raleigh

NC
Descriptions of Memberships

Please Support
City Trees Advertisers
They Believe in SMA and Support our Magazine
Take the Time to Get to Know Them!
We thank our 2006 advertisers:
American Public Works
Association

Gregson Clark Spraying
Equipment

American Society of
Consulting Arborists

IML Resistograph

ArborSoftWorx
ArborSystems
ArborVision
Bandit Industries Inc.
Biobarrier
Bold Spring Nursery
Davey Resource Group
Doggett Tree Fertilizer
Fanno Saws
Green Manufacturing/
GreenTeeth

JRM Chemical Inc.

Professional – Persons actively engaged in municipal arboriculture or in related fields
such as: city forester, city arborist, shade tree commissioner, tree warden, or any persons officially in charge of city street or park tree planting and management, or their
assistants. Also, county, state, or federal employees who are charged with responsibility of assisting municipalities with arboriculture needs. Non-commercial people in
fields related to arboriculture, such as: landscape architects, scientists, and managers
of arboretums can apply. Annual dues are $60.00.
Senior – This subcategory of Professional membership includes retired municipal
arborists. Annual dues are $25.00.
Student – This subcategory of Professional membership includes full-time students of
a college or horticultural school, enrolled in arboriculture. Annual dues: $25.00.
Corporate – Membership for commercial companies representing products and services of the arboriculture field. Corporate members are entitled to one voting member,
and employees of the company are entitled to discount non-voting memberships at
$25 a year. Annual dues are $125.00.
Subscription to City Trees – Subscriptions are for libraries and universities only. A
subscription is included free with any Society membership. An annual subscription to
City Trees is $25.00.

Karl Kuemmerling Inc.

Your Name: __________________________________________________________

Kenerson Group

City or Company: ______________________________________________________

Klyn Nurseries

Office Address: ________________________________________ Zip + 4 __________

Mauget

Home Address if preferred: ______________________________ Zip + 4 __________

Natural Path Urban
Forestry Consultants

Phone: (

Ooze Tube Professional
Tree Establishment
System

Job title, or if student, your major:_________________________________________

) ______________________FAX: (

) _______________________

E-mail: ______________________________ City Population: __________________

Please make your check payable to: “The Society of Municipal Arborists”

Sherrill Arborist Supply

I, the undersigned, wish to apply for membership in the Society of Municipal Arborists. I
agree to observe all the rules of the Society and to participate as I am able in furthering its
objectives.

Zenith Cutter Co.

Applicant’s Signature
________________________________________________________ Date __________
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City Trees Roundtable
Tree Lights Policies & Practices

A seasonal lighting permit allows lights to be installed in permitted trees for up to 120 days. Increasingly, however, many businesses are interested in year-round lighting. At present, we have
approximately 1,000 downtown trees affected by tree lighting.
We ask that lights are draped over rather than wrapped around
branches, and that lights are installed only on branches 1” diameter or greater to reduce breakage. We are trying out having the
lights attached with stretchable nursery tape. We ask the business
owner to put the lights on a three-year rotation—that is, to remove
a third of the lights each year, so that the expense of replacement
is spread out.
Dave Gamstetter
Supervisor of Urban Forestry,
Cincinnati Park Board

It is difficult to create a policy that allows businesses to attach seasonal lighting to trees while meeting the regulations that govern
the use of the right-of-way, the use of power lines and utility poles,
and the biological needs of the tree. In Cincinnati, the utility and
City Department of Transportation are the permitting agencies for
the light installation, while the Park Board is the permitting agency
for attaching the lights to the tree.

Tree lights at night. Photo: Steve Cothrel.
Rob Crouch
Natural Services Program Coordinator,
Portland OR, Parks and Recreation

Ornamental lights have been in Portland street trees for more
than ten years. The number of lighted trees was limited until
four years ago when the major downtown business association
decided to put lights in more than 700 trees. While pruning trees
along the Transit Mall last year, we noticed that many lights had
begun to girdle branches. Some London plane tree branches had
completely engulfed the light strings.
During the past year, we crafted a policy for tree lights, including
a fee structure for lights that are left in trees year-round to recover
some of the expense of sending certified arborists out to inspect
the trees in question. The proposed fee structure would request a
$35 permit per year per business, along with $1 per tree. The business owner is responsible for proper hanging and adjustment of
the year-round lights, but inspection is necessary to ensure proper
practices are followed.
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Business owners often complain about the bureaucracy of having
to get three permits to install lights, but after the first installation
they understand the process and subsequent years go by much
more smoothly. The difficulty for our arborists is explaining why
we require screw eyes to be put into the tree instead of allowing
the wires to be wrapped around the trunk and limbs. This requires
a quick lesson in biology and an explanation that while it may be
more time consuming to install the screw eyes and lights the first
year, it is much faster to remove them and reinstall them the following years.
We don’t require a fee for our tree permit unless the cost of the
work is over $500. We do not accept any responsibility for lights
that are damaged as a result of us pruning or removing trees
that have lights attached beyond the holiday season. If lights are
improperly attached and damage trees, we have the right to bill
the business owner for the value of the tree.
Tami Sadonoja
Urban Forestry Technician
City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Within the City of Hamilton all decorative tree lighting for municipally owned trees requires approvals from the Planning and
Economic Development Department, the Forestry Section and the
City’s Electrical Instrumentation Technologist to ensure that the
trees are protected and installation and maintenance conforms

City Trees
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Sample Tree Lights Policy: Portland, OR
From: “Guidelines for Affixing Ornamental

Lighting in Trees”
For the complete text, please contact Natural Services Program
Coordinator Rob Crouch: rcrouch@ci.portland.or.us
Under no circumstances shall pruning of branches be permitted to accommodate the installation and/or the removal of
electrical wires or lights. If any trees, tree trunks, branches, or
limbs on trees within the right-of-way are cut, pruned, or damaged as the result of the lighting activity, the permit applicant
shall be assessed for damages. The City shall be compensated
the lost value of the tree based on the International Society of
Arboriculture publication Guide to Plant Appraisal or actual cost
of tree replacement, whichever is less.
The City shall provide notice to the permit holder prior to
scheduling any required tree maintenance activities to permitted trees. If electrical lights, wires, connectors, or other devices
are found on permitted trees after thirty-days notice has been
given, they may be removed and discarded by the City.

Standards for Non-seasonal Lighting
Non-seasonal lighting includes all lighting in place longer than
120 days but not to exceed three years. Prior to the issuance of
a non-seasonal lighting permit, a certified arborist shall conduct
an initial survey of the trees to identify any tree defects or failure
risks and ensure the tree’s suitability. Tree defects that require
pruning shall be approved by the City Nature’s Urban Forestry
Program before any work is performed. The permit holder shall
provide an arborist or elect to have an arborist from the City
Nature’s Urban Forestry Program. The Urban Forestry staff will
conduct the inspection for a fee.
1. Strands shall be installed at a height that does not impair or
otherwise impede pedestrian traffic. When overhead power
lines are involved in the tree, the strands shall not overhang
sidewalks below eight feet, per the National Electric Safety
Code.
2. The Urban Forestry Program shall approve all lighting devices before installation. Examples of acceptable lights include
C9, C7, mini lights, or LED cord lights.
3. Lights and related components such as attachments and
electric cords shall be limited to those that blend in with the
color of the tree bark and branches. The use of orange or red
cords or attachments is not allowed.
4. Installation of seasonal lights shall be done in a manner that
does not harm the trees. The preferred method of installation is “draping” or “tracing.” These methods have been
found to be the least harmful to trees.
i. The draping method may be used throughout the canopy,
and light strings shall be adequately secured and hung only
on branches one inch in diameter or larger, to minimize
breakage.
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ii. When using the tracing method for attaching lights, the
strands shall be attached to the branch using stretchable
nursery or grow tape. Lights may also be hung with tree
ties so long as there is at least one-half-inch gap to allow
adequate room for seasonal growth. All material used
for attaching lights shall first be approved by the Urban
Forestry Program of the City Nature Department. Examples of
approved light attachments include “Prolock1/2” poly chain
lock, Tyton nylon ties (max. 50 lb tensile strength), plant tie
ribbon, or nursery grafting tape.
5. Wrapping the light strings around the stem and branches is
acceptable only under the following conditions:
i. The strands shall be loosely wrapped to ensure there is
no girdling or potential damage to the tree at any time.
Adequate space shall be given between the branch and the
strand to allow for branch sway during normal anticipated
wind. Any lights found not having adequate space or otherwise causing damage to the tree shall be loosened or
removed and replaced.
ii. An inspection of each tree for adequate spacing between
the strands and the branches shall be performed annually
before the growing season begins (typically before March
1). A checklist report for each inspection shall be sent to the
City Nature’s Urban Forestry Program within 30 days after the
inspection, or elect to have an arborist from the City Nature’s
Urban Forestry Program conduct the inspection for a fee.
If the Urban Forestry Program does not receive a report,
it shall contact the permit holder and then use its discretion to decide if an inspection is needed and may perform
the inspection and bill the permit holder for the cost of the
inspection.
6. If at any time the lighting devices or their components
become a safety hazard, they shall be removed.
7. All work on the lighting shall be performed while the trees
are dormant. In general, work in the trees shall NOT be performed from March 1 through May 30 to prevent bark damage and to avoid injury to the developing leaf buds.
8. All old and non-functioning light strands shall be removed
from the trees before new light strands are installed. If,
within the permitted period, lighting devices or their components become a safety hazard, they shall be removed. After
a major storm event where tree damage may have occurred,
the permit holder shall inspect the trees for damage and
alert the City of any problems found.
9. Lights may be kept in City-owned trees on an ongoing basis,
so long as the proper permits are secured and regulations
are followed to ensure the health of the tree, public safety,
and compliance with applicable building codes. Urban
Forestry staff will perform an annual visual inspection of all
trees covered under the permit for the purpose of ensuring
public safety and tree health.
10. Damage bond. A bond from the permit holder per program
shall be held to cover damages that may occur during the
permit duration.

City Trees

Sample Tree Lights Policy: Cincinnati, Ohio

City of Cincinnati Tree Light Installation Policy
A. City Requirements:
1. Lights or displays must be eight feet or higher
above the sidewalk
2. No cords, wires, displays, etc on or near the ground
3. No lights or displays over the street
4. Must get approval from Traffic division if attaching
to traffic signal poles
5. Lights must be UL-approved
6. Lights must be temporary and erected and
removed between Nov 15 and Jan 15
7. Traffic Engineer reserves the right to remove displays if they distract traffic
8. Displays must be covered by liability insurance
coverage of $1 million dollars

B. Park Board Requirements:
1. Must obtain Public Tree Work Permit
2. Must attach lights to tree using one-inch-long
screw eyes screwed into scaffold branches
3. Must attach wires with plastic ties to screw eyes;
wires must not be wrapped around branches or
trunk
4. Applicant assumes all maintenance for lights, even
if they are damaged by the Cincinnati Park Board
while in the act of performing emergency or routine
pruning, tree removal, or tree stump removal

C. Energy Provider Requirements:
1. Cinergy [local power provider] will install temporary
“power disconnects” on utility poles for a fee. Each
user has to get a temporary receptacle wired into
the disconnect.
2. Service off the poles across sidewalks must be
served by metered service through conduit. This
requires installation permits and the permission of
the property owners, including the City if the conduit
passes through right-of-way.

Cincinnati requires
screw eyes to be
placed throughout
the tree, and lights
are attached to
screw eyes. Photo:
Steve Sandfort
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Providers of progressive urban
forestry management services to
a national client base.

Do you have a defensible tree
risk management plan?
Does your inventory steer
you or do you manage it?
Is a clear logic model at the
core of your management plan?
Do you occasionally
require external consults?
Does your program reflect
your documented policies?
Natural Path Urban Forestry
5455 S. Ingleside Ave, Suite 1E
Chicago, IL 60615
www.naturalpathforestry.com
email: natpath@earthlink.net

(773) 699-7284
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Cord scars on Zelkova bark. Photo: Steve Cothrel

Improperly attached lights can rapidly girdle and kill trees
plus render pruning impossible.
Photo: Steve Sandfort

to all City and hydro utility standards. Approvals are generally
granted to all tree-lighting projects within the downtown core and
within the Business Improvement Districts of the City.
Parks Maintenance staff is responsible for maintaining the tree
lighting in the downtown core. Lighting is generally draped over
tree branches and secured with plastic tie wraps, which are annually checked and replaced as needed to avoid branch girdling.
Forestry Operations staff coordinates necessary tree maintenance
during this time. The lights are on during the Christmas season
only, from 6:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. Staff is presently looking at
changing over to LED lighting, which is more energy and cost
efficient.
Decorative tree lighting in other areas of the City is coordinated
through the Business Improvement Associations (BIAs). Once
approvals have been provided, it is the responsibility of the BIAs
to purchase the lights and arrange for a contractor to install
them at their cost. Lighting must be removed within ten business days upon notification from the Forestry Section during tree
maintenance operations. Individual lights and/or strings must be
replaced as necessary to keep the lighting aesthetically pleasing
and in good working order.
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Rope lights on Ginkgo trunk. Photo: Steve Cothrel

City Trees

ArborSoftWorx

®

Computing Solutions That Work

Urban Forestry
Inventory Management Software
� Comprehensive Tree and Asset Inventories
� GPS and GIS Support
� Full Inspection and Survey History
� Tree Valuations
� Tree Hazard Assessment
� Integrate Digital Photographs
� Property Owner Info and Calls
� Generate Work Orders
� Efficient Scheduling and Tracking
� Maintain Complete Service History
� Flexible Reporting with Powerful Queries
� Perform Job Costing and Budgets

Data Conversion Services From other Software,
On-site Installation and Training Services,
Certified Arborist Referrals
Bottom Line. You Demand Results. ArborSoftWorx Delivers.
Serving our clients throughout the U.S.A., Canada and Europe since 1983.

Affinity Partner

Member
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www.ArborSoftWorx.com
1-800-49-ARBOR
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Urban Forestry on the Spokane
Post Falls, Idaho and City Forester Linden Lampman
Photos by Linden Lampman

A new recreation building was sided and framed with wood milled from Ponderosa pines. The wood was salvaged after
Western pine beetles decimated the trees.

Acquaint us with Post Falls and how you ended up there.
Linden Lampman: Post Falls is located in the Panhandle of northern Idaho. Its nickname, “Idaho’s River City,” comes from its location on the Spokane River. The falls in the city’s name occurred
naturally as the Spokane River ran through deep basalt canyons.
Coeur d’Alene, a resort community, is located six miles to the east.
The western boundary of Post Falls extends almost to the Idaho/
Washington state line.
Post Falls is one of the fastest growing communities in Idaho. It
covers approximately 17 square miles of mostly prairie land. It’s
estimated that the population currently exceeds 24,000 and will
double within ten years. Building is spreading into the northern
prairie, heretofore dominated by agriculture (mainly bluegrass
farming).
Recreation opportunities include fishing and sailing on the many
lakes and rivers in the area. Local and regional mountain ranges
provide unlimited hiking, mountain biking, fly fishing, hunting and
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huckleberry picking. Rock climbers find national-caliber climbing
on the rocks in Q’emiln, one of the premier parks in Post Falls.
I grew up in the Madison, Wisconsin area on a farm from about
age 12 (old enough to buck hay!) I ended up in northern Idaho
through work and then stayed when my husband purchased land
in the Bonners Ferry area.

Tell us about your educational trajectory.
LL: At the University of Wisconsin I majored in health and physical
education with a minor in coaching. Halfway through, I thought I
might want to switch to forestry but was told “you’ll never get a
job” so I finished my degree instead of changing directions.
I graduated, taught health education for a year and then moved
to Oregon where I met some folks who were forestry contractors.
They were planting trees on the Oregon coast and needed help, so
I joined in on the fun.
Over the next five years, I met my husband, and I worked as a
contractor, performing timber inventories, regeneration stocking
continued on page 34…
City Trees
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Issues in Arboriculture
A Spectrum of Opportunity
By Phillip Rodbell, U.S. Forest Service

There are a lot of places to plant trees in cities, but our municipal
focus is on public land. With proper permit in hand, any planting
space within public rights-of-way or in parks is up for grabs. But in
most cities this space adds up to less than 40% of available land;
opportunities for street tree planting may be only 10% or less of
available land. Can we achieve our tree cover goals and gain all
the environmental and quality of life benefits we need with just
this focus?
We need to think more broadly as we go about maintaining the
street-tree forest. We need data about the whole forest and the
people that live in it in order to make informed decisions about
species selection and planting priorities on public land. The bottom line is that our public trees should complement and add
value to the private landscapes that predominate in our cities and
towns.
We are programmed to respond to customers rather than plan
to achieve goals. On a site-by-site basis, most of our decisions
to plant trees along a particular street are already influenced by
the decisions of adjacent landowners. We respond to resident
requests and then consider existing trees, utilities, and buildings
when recommending tree species and location. Perhaps with a
little more data and planning we could begin to influence the landscape decisions of community residents and corporate citizens.
A wonderful new model may help green the way. Called the
Forest Opportunity Spectrum (FOS), the model enables users
to layer and make informed queries of existing geographic
data on the physical (infrastructure), biological (vegetation),
and social (demographic) conditions within a community. Once
all of the data layers are compiled graphically, urban planners and managers can easily identify and assess existing and
potential opportunities for community greening and stewardship.
The Maryland Forest Service used this model in developing urban
tree cover recommendations for the City of Baltimore. Potential
planting locations and percent land cover were identified using
high-resolution imagery combined with parcel map and utility
infrastructure. This was then combined with census-block data
highlighting community capacity (social capital) to paint a mosaic
of greening opportunity so bright that Mayor Martin O’Malley was
able to commit to a goal of doubling the city’s tree cover to 40%
over the next 30 years!
With today’s technology, the opportunity exists to broaden our sights
and engage people in decisions that affect their communities. Every
time we do this, we take another big step forward in achieving our
ultimate municipal goal: maintaining and improving the environment
and quality of life for residents.
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The Forest Opportunity Spectrum can integrate geographic data (shown here) with census-block data to yield potential tree planting
locations. Graphic courtesy of Morgan Grove and Jarlath O’Neil-Dunne, Northeastern Research Station, USDA Forest Service.

Visit these Web sites for more information
Urban Natural Resource Institute: www.unri.org
Forest Opportunity Spectrum: www.unri.org/fos
Baltimore Ecosystem Study: www.beslter.org
September / October 2006

Phillip Rodbell is a certified arborist and manager of
the U.S. Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry
Program in the 21-state Northeastern Area.
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Tree of Merit
Fruitless sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Rotundiloba’)

Fall foliage of fruitless sweetgum
Young tree silhouette

Sweetgum is a survivor tree, occurring naturally on neutral to acid
and wet to dry soils and enduring on some urban sites where
nothing should be expected to grow well. In 1997 North Carolina
State University’s arboretum named fruitless sweetgum one of the
twelve inaugural selections of best plants introduced or popularized by the late Dr. J.C. Raulston for gardens in the Southeast.
According to the Raulston Arboretum, this tree was found in the
1930s, but it languished until Dr. Raulston began advocating for
it because of its site tolerance, fall color, freedom from pest problems, and fast growth.
Sweetgum is in the family Hamamelidaceae, related to witch-hazel
and to the unusual southeastern native, fothergilla. The chief distinctions of ‘Rotundiloba’ are (1) the rounded lobes of its leaves
that somewhat resemble fig leaves, and (2) the absence of the
short-spined fruit or “gumballs” that practically everyone regards
as an unforgivable maintenance headache in urbanized areas.
Like ordinary sweetgum, the twigs of some fruitless sweetgum
trees develop interesting corky “wings,” and sweetgum’s leaves
have excellent fall color—yellow, red, orange, and purple to nearly
black, depending on the tree, the site, and the weather.
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Sweetgum occurs naturally in a large triangular area from central
New York to north Florida and west to central Texas, as well as in
California. It should be useful for planting, with human assistance,
in a somewhat wider range.
Increasingly, communities including Arlington County, Virginia
and Hanover Township (Bethlehem), Pennsylvania are including
the fruitless sweetgum in lists of trees authorized for street planting. However, sweetgum does not remain a small tree for long. It
should be used only in lawns, medians, and parkways with sufficient overhead clearance and adequate root space. Providing
sixty cubic feet of soil per inch of mature diameter would mean a
planting area of 800-1200 square feet (74-111 square meters) for a
tree expected to reach 20 inches (51 centimeters) in diameter.
The limitations of fruitless sweetgum are more or less those of the
species: chlorosis on soils with a pH above 7.5 and lack of cold
hardiness near the northern extent of its range. While its wood has
only average strength, moderate pruning will give most sweetgum
trees (including ‘Rotundiloba’) a sound structure.

City Trees

Photos Courtesy Missouri Botanical PlantFinder
www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder

Summer foliage

‘Rotundiloba’ sweetgum is grown by a scattering of commercial
nurseries from the Southeast to Oregon. Its availability is likely to
increase steadily, especially in parts of the country where its range
overlaps the spread of emerald ash borer.

Botanical Name

Liquidambar styraciflua
‘Rotundiloba’ (and/or ‘Rotundifolia’)

Common Name(s)

fruitless sweetgum

USDA Hardiness Zones

5–9

Mature Height

70 feet (21 meters) or more

Mature Crown Width

40 feet (12 meters) or more

Chuck Weber
City Forester (ret.), Huntsville, Alabama
September / October 2006

Sweetgum Natural Range

Potential Planting Range

Credits:
North Carolina State University
University of Connecticut Plant Database
USDA Forest Service Fact Sheet ST-358
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

NOTE: Trees of Merit are not suitable for every climate and site
condition. Variations in regional performance will apply. If you are
using a Tree of Merit in your municipality, please share your experience with it on the SMA Listserve.
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…continued from page 28

Coeur d’Alene tribal elder Mark Stanger
sings an honor song before planting this
year’s Arbor Day tree, a ginkgo.

surveys, reforestation, and cone collection
contracts throughout five northwestern
states. When it came time to settle down,
I started working in silviculture for the
U.S. Forest Service in northwest Montana
and northern Idaho. I worked in hydrology and silviculture for ten years, taking
time off to have two children (My son is 21
and a senior at the University of Oregon in
Eugene majoring in environmental science
and mathematics. My daughter just graduated from Coeur d’Alene High School.)
In 1996 the Sandpoint Highway District
hired me on a part-time basis to coordinate
their street tree program. In 2000 I was
hired as a full-time forester for the City of
Post Falls.
Most of my education in urban forestry
came in the form of on-the-job training,
workshops, conferences, and self study.

I understand you’ve done a lot of work
with bare root planting.
LL: Post Falls has been a Tree City USA
for nine years now. Community support
of the tree program is huge. Since we are
mostly a prairie community, we encourage
residents to plant trees for shade, wind
protection, etc. Recently, because of some
dedicated community sponsors, the City
has been the recipient of some awesome
donations of bare root trees.
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The line of individuals waiting to receive bare root trees wraps around the parking lot.

Post Falls Quick Facts
Human Population: 24,000
Street Tree Population:
We are currently in the process of
re-inventorying. The 1994 inventory
showed almost 1500 trees. We have
collected data on 1900 trees to date;
approximately a third of the re-inventory is yet to be completed. I am using
a program called TreeWorks, which is
built on a GIS platform, and I’m very
pleased with the product.

Most Common Street Trees:
The top six are Norway maple, plum
cherry, ponderosa pine, red maple,
blue spruce, and quaking aspen.

Number of UF Staff: One
UF Budget: $37,500 ($13,585 operating expense)

City Trees

Post Falls High School forestry club students dip bare root trees in a hydrogel slurry before bagging and distributing them to
Plant-A-Tree-Day participants.

With the help of over 50 volunteers, 2500 bare root trees are distributed to the public in five hours.
September / October 2006

35

The first year, 2004, we received about 600
trees. The city utilized some of these trees
for immediate planting, stockpiled some
for future planting, and gave over 400 trees
away to the community. That first year I
was concerned about finding homes for
that many trees, worried that they wouldn’t
get in the ground in time, so we scheduled
two “Plant-A-Tree” days when folks could
come out and receive a free tree. To make a
long story short, the trees were distributed
in just a few hours, and it was a madhouse!
Since then, we learned to better gear up
and organize the event; two years in a row,
we’ve distributed 2000-plus trees.
Plant-A-Tree Day has become a huge event
and we are getting lots of trees planted in
our community forest that are being taken
care of by the public—a great buy-in for
the program. This year we tied our free
trees into education by offering vouchers
to participants at tree planting workshops.
Having a voucher entitled the holder to
bypass the (over-an-hour-long) line to
receive a tree. Over 100 individuals attended those workshops last spring.
We have had great success and very little
mortality with bare root planting in our
parks. The trees are delivered bare root
out of a refrigerated truck, then stockpiled
in moist wood chips. Trees are planted
out into the parks within two weeks. We
irrigate new tree plantings during the first
several years of establishment.

This Patmore green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica `Patmore’) has been a good candidate for bare root planting.

The nice thing about bare root is that there
are no soil interface problems, which is
an issue when planting B&B in our gravelly soils. Also, with bare root we know
where the roots are, we can find the trunk
flare readily, and the crews love the ease
of planting (a few pounds vs. a couple
hundred). One disadvantage—if you can
call it that—is the size of the trees, which
top out at about 1.5-inch (38-mm) caliper.
However, we have not had the vandalism
that initially concerned me (I was afraid
those little trees would be awfully tempting
as marshmallow sticks!)
We are currently discussing the creation
of a coalition of cities in the region to purchase and store bare-root trees in a centrally located refrigeration unit, so that the
time pressure would not be so great and
so that we could purchase a more diverse
palette of trees.
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The deep canyons found in West Q’emiln Park along the Spokane River make the
area a regional destination for rock climbing enthusiasts.

City Trees

It’s Hard To Say No to

CANOPY®

We redeveloped Canopy® to be the most powerful, functional and
affordable, web-based tree inventory management application available
today; and we built it with tomorrow’s technology. There’s absolutely no
reason to say no to Canopy®, unless you want to say….
•
•
•
•

No to High Subscription Prices
No to Long-Term Contracts
No to Upgrade Charges
No to High Priced Add-On Features

Canopy® - Simply No Problems!
Arbor Vision is pleased to announce it is an authorized Business Partner
with Thales Navigation, manufacturers of the Mobile Mapper CE. The
Mobile Mapper CE and Data Works for Canopy™ are a powerful solution
for all your tree inventory needs.
Canopy® pays for itself in so many ways. All Canopy® subscribers are
entitled to discounts at Arbor Team Supply Company. Visit us at
www.arborteamsupply.com for these and many more fine products.

Developed By:

Arbor Vision Software, Inc.
Glenview, Illinois
Ph: 847-657-1602 Fax: 847-663-1774
info@canopy-worldwide.com
www.canopy-worldwide.com
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Post Falls currently partners with the City
of Coeur d’Alene to grow out trees at a
shared nursery plot. We have had initial
success with bare root planting of bur
oak, Engelmann spruce, ponderosa pine,
concolor fir, swamp white oak, and hedge
maple.

Looking ahead to the

November/December City Trees

What is Community Canopy?
LL: One thing I am working on and excited
about is partnering with other communities. Post Falls, Coeur d’Alene, and Hayden
are working together, along with the
University of Idaho Extension and a local
landscape architectural firm, Landmark,
to promote consistent tree care and maintenance throughout our valley. All three of
our communities are experiencing incredible growth, and we all require trees to
be planted as part of development. What
we are seeing is that trees are not being
planted correctly (mostly too deep), trees
are being damaged by lawn care equipment (string trimmers and mowers), and
trees are not being watered during the
years of establishment. The resultant high
mortality adds up to high economic loss to
businesses.
Community Canopy, initially funded
through several education grants awarded
through the Idaho Department of Lands
State Urban and Community Forestry program, seeks to create sustainable community forests in all three communities
and beyond. While the main focus is on
educating landscape care companies and
business owners, we are also reaching out
to homeowners and properties with high
populations of visible trees (school districts, county buildings, churches, etc.)

How did you get involved with SMA
and what have been some of the highlights of your involvement?
LL: I initially joined SMA through the annual
ISA registration. I enjoyed City Trees, finding the articles helpful and pertinent to my
experiences. Last year a friend of mine was
going to the conference in Windsor and
talked me into going. What a great experience! It was so invigorating to be with a
group of (wonderful!) people with similar
challenges. I enjoyed the networking and
got lots of good ideas to bring home with
me. I am looking forward to this year’s conference in Asheville and to getting more
involved with the Society.
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• Urban Forestry in Leesburg, Virginia
• Steve Shurtz: Our Man on the National Urban
and Community Forestry Advisory Council
• Update: Urban Forestry after the Hurricanes

Want to write for City Trees?
The rewards are many, if not monetary. Share your
experiences and knowledge with peers and savor the
accomplishment of getting published.
Before submitting, please write to City Trees Editor
Michelle Buckstrup to request Writer’s Guidelines:
CityTrees@hughes.net

City Trees

September / October 2006
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See you in Asheville, North Carolina!
The 42nd Annual SMA Conference:

Municipal Arborists Partnering for Success
October 1-4, 2006
Pre-Conference tour of Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory
Saturday, September 30
For more info go to www.urban-forestry.com

SOCIETY OF MUNICIPAL ARBORISTS
P.O. Box 641
Watkinsville, GA 30677
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