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Welcome to the 42nd 
Annual SMA conference 

in beautiful Asheville, North 
Carolina! The conference sched-
ule and registration info can be 
found on page 17 of this issue 
and on the SMA Web site: www.
urban-forestry.com. During the 
SMA business meeting at the 
conference, we will discuss a 

possible name change for the Society as well as revi-
sions to the SMA bylaws. Join us for a great conference 
in Asheville from October 1-4, 2006. 

Have you ever heard of the Wollemi Pine? Wollemia 
nobilis is an ancient species thought to be extinct 
until a grove of trees was discovered in 1994 in an 
Australian rainforest 140 miles west of Sydney. Each 
of the 36 trees found was given a name and has been 
propagated. Several young trees have been shipped 
to North America. Interesting details on these ancient 
trees can be found at www.rbgkew.org.uk/plants/wol-
lemipine.

The International Society of Arboriculture has set up a 
new committee on Science and Research. I am pleased 
to announce that SMA was asked to appoint a repre-
sentative and that we chose Bob Cool, a past presi-
dent of SMA and currently president of Metropolitan 
Forestry Consultants, Inc. Bob has a keen interest in 
science and research and will do an excellent job for 
SMA. 

Director of the USDA Forest Service’s Urban and 
Community Forestry (UCF) Program Mark Buscaino 
has left after three and a half years’ service to join the 
Casey Tree Foundation in Washington D.C. Mark dem-
onstrated an outstanding commitment to UCF and was 
a very firm supporter of all urban forestry organiza-
tions. He was a particular friend and supporter of our 
Society. With Mark’s leadership, SMA, together with 
other partners, was able to conduct the very success-
ful, first-ever Municipal Forester Institute. Mark’s motto 
was: “If we do not join hands and do it, it will never get 
done.” I’m certain that Mark will continue to be an ally 
in his new tree foundation work. We all wish him con-
tinued success.

Our North Carolina conference 
committee has chosen “Munici-

pal Arborists Partnering for Success” 
as this year’s Asheville conference 
theme and has developed a program 
full of good ideas for and examples 
of successful partnership projects. 
Partnering, collaborating, working 
together—we at SMA have certainly 
learned that this is the way to go.

Joining forces with the American Public Works Association 
(APWA) and Davey Resource Group, SMA is a partner on 
a National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Coun-
cil (NUCFAC) grant designed to enhance communications 
between public works officials and urban foresters by means 
of a series of reports, an educational campaign, a Webcast, 
and other outreach programs. We’ll hear more about this at 
the Asheville conference.

SMA recently signed on as a partner to the i-Tree Coop-
erative, a partnership project of the National Arbor Day 
Foundation, Davey Resource Group, the U.S. Forest Service 
Northern and Pacific Southwest Research Stations, and the 
USDA Urban and Community Forestry Program. The Asheville 
conference will answer all your questions about this pubic-
private technology transfer project.

By conference time, we will know the dates and location for 
the 2007 Municipal Forester Institute (MFI). Several cadre 
members from MFI 2006 will be there and will welcome your 
questions about this highly successful partnership project.

Although the Forest Service continues to be a major SMA 
partner, we will miss the support we have received the past 
several years from Mark Buscaino in his position there as the 
Director of the Urban and Community Forestry program. He 
has taught us all how to be good partners. He’s agreed to 
speak at our Asheville conference and will share his thoughts 
on successful partnering.

More than any other, the SMA conference is known for its 
welcoming atmosphere. You will learn a lot about successful 
partnership projects. You’re likely to meet someone who will 
give you contact info and tell you to call or e-mail anytime 
you need advice. It is our mission, after all: “Leading the 
world in building the confidence, competence, and com-
radarie of the family of professionals who create and sus-
tain community forests.” See you in Asheville, partner.

President’s Message
Lloyd Burridge

Executive Director’s Message
Jerri J. LaHaie
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Those of us who work in urban forestry love 
trees, but we often have to make choices 
regarding individual trees that conflict with 
this passion. In a city as large and diverse 
as Los Angeles, the pressures produced 
by this conflict can be stressful, but they 
can also serve as the impetus to broaden 
our outlook and our approaches to solving 
tree-related problems.

The City of Los Angeles has many tree 
problems in common with all other towns 
and cities, including infrastructure con-
flicts, large portions of the urban forest 
rapidly reaching senescence, pest and dis-
ease problems, new development, and ille-
gal pruning that has created tree structure 
instability. Los Angeles also has unique 
problems due to the large size of its urban 
forest (680,000 street trees), a population 
of four million people, reliance on artificial 
irrigation due to the dry climate, and many 
diverse ecological regions.

Many of these problems can lead to poten-
tial tree removal, and that often places 
the municipal arborist in the middle of a 
pitched battle between residents and a 

developer or between residents and the 
greater needs of the City. The City of Los 
Angeles has 6,500 miles (10,460 km) of 
streets and approximately 13,000 miles 
(20,920 km) of sidewalks. Street tree roots 
have damaged many miles of this vast 
expanse of sidewalks, but the City has 
embarked on a permanent sidewalk repair 
program to address the situation. In doing 
so, the City has seen the issue of street tree 
removals come into the public eye.

Historically, cities have removed trees 
that were in conflict with infrastructure. 
This practice not only causes me personal 
anguish but also provokes public outcry 
from residents and citizens who are con-
cerned about the effect of tree removal on 
the environment. The City now explores 
alternatives to tree removal such as root 
pruning, reducing sidewalk size, mean-
dering sidewalks, sidewalk ramping and 
bridging, and alternative media like pav-
ers and rubber “bricks.” Even with these 
options available, in some cases, the only 
method of alleviating the conflict is tree 
removal. The municipal arborist must also 
be willing to make that tough decision.

The City of Los Angeles has experienced 
problems with citizens or developers 
pruning public trees—leaving tree struc-
ture instability so profound that the only 
recourse is tree removal. As an example, a 
developer building a new townhouse mis-
takenly began tree removal of three large 
red-fruited eucalyptus (Eucalyptus pellita) 
trees. The tree removal was stopped by a 
group of extremely upset residents adja-
cent to the location. The trees—30 inches 
(76 cm) DBH and originally 70 feet (21 
meters) in height, were reduced to 50 feet 

Carob trees (Ceratonia siliqua) heaving sidewalks in an extreme fashion

Making Tough Choices in Los Angeles
by Ronald Lorenzen, Street Tree Superintendent, Urban Forestry Division,  
City of Los Angeles
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(15 meters) in height with only a few later-
als remaining, all of which were stubbed to 
within several feet of the main stem.

The eucalyptus trees could perhaps be 
saved with an intensive program of regular 
crown restoration and monitoring by an 
arborist over five or six years, but the cost 
of such a program is prohibitive. Given 
the demand on City resources, we recom-
mended tree removal and asked the devel-
oper to mitigate by planting replacements 
at a minimum three-to-one ratio. It was, in 
my opinion, the best option.

City residents felt otherwise about the 
eucalyptus and made their Council repre-
sentatives aware of their misgivings. This 
pressure forced the City to explore alterna-
tives such as requiring the developer to 
pay for a five-year restoration program, 
which is what eventually happened. This 
resolution forced me to re-evaluate my 
thinking and be open to new avenues of 
tree preservation.

New development and infrastructure 
upgrades often conflict with existing 
trees. The old paradigm was to remove 

the offending trees. Now, we urban forest 
managers review potential development 
plans with the intent of making the plan 
fit the trees, not the other way around. 
However, this often goes against the goals 
of architects, planners, and engineers, and 
in the meantime, we have to address street 
trees that have dramatically heaved City 
sidewalks.

Eucalyptus trees (Eucalyptus pellita) 
that were saved by citizen outcry
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Root pruning a Ficus microcarpa var. 
nitida 

This 200-plus-year-old valley oak (Quercus lobata) was spared when the City of Los 
Angeles allowed an island to be constructed to preserve the tree.

In 2002, the City set about repairing badly 
damaged sidewalks in a south Los Angeles 
neighborhood. The carob trees (Ceratonia 
siliqua) were large and mature, and not 
only had the trees damaged sidewalks—
many also possessed structural and physi-
ological defects, including cavities and 
fungal fruiting bodies. Despite these prob-
lems, it was the opinion of the urban forest 
managers that most of the carob trees 
should remain. But the property owners, 
City Council member, and engineers did 
not agree with us. In this case, the property 
owners and engineers won the battle, and 
all of the trees were removed.

The simple act of tree planting can also 
result in conflicts. To my disbelief, many of Sidewalk removal and repair in progress



September / October  2006 9



10 City Trees

SMA 
Accreditation 

the City’s residents would actually prefer their neighborhoods not 
have street trees. I believe that this comes from a lack of knowl-
edge about the benefits of the urban forest. City residents also 
sometimes object to street tree planting because they do not want 
to take on responsibility for the tree’s irrigation needs—some-
thing that is required of homeowners in the City of Los Angeles. 
This is also true of commercial areas where the business owners 
are often not the property owners and are reluctant to pay for irri-
gation. The City is investigating incentive programs to encourage 
developers and property owners to voluntarily install irrigation 
and/or manually water.

These seeming loggerheads have actually created new opportu-
nities for growth and education. They have forced engineers and 
planners to evaluate—early in the plan development stage—the 
effects of their proposed projects on street trees. They have 
forced me to educate myself in the sometimes-intractable needs 
of street widths, building requirements, and planning restrictions. 
They have also brought the different departments together to 
discuss their individual needs, leading to better cooperation and 
coordination among departments. I know that all municipal arbor-
ists are confronted with similar problems, and we all will continue 
to do our best to make the right decision when faced with tough 
choices.    

Ronald D. Lorenzen

Street Tree Superintendent, Los Angeles

(213) 485-5675

rlorenzen@bss.lacity.org

What is SMA Accreditation, what value 
does it have, and how do you get it? In 
the November/December issue of City 
Trees, we’ll explore SMA Accreditation in 
detail.
For members who would like more infor-
mation in advance or who are interested 
in joining the Accreditation committee, 
contact: 

Jim McGannon
SMA Accreditation Chair

1401 Recreation Way
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

(719) 385-6548
jmcgannon@springsgov.com
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MYCORRHIZAL
PRODUCTS

Cleveland, OH 44128 • 800-962-4010 • 216-475-8488
www.soilmoist.com • jrm@en.com

From the makers of Soil Moist™ polymer products, JRM 
Chemical offers a full line of high performance mycorrhizal 
beneficial fungi. These products are available in a wide array 
of formulations and package sizes to fit all aspects of 
the commercial industry. From a powder grade size for bare 
root transplants; to granular, tablets and convenient to 
use Transplant Paks for amending soils.

With Soil Moist mycorrhizal products:
♦ Products contain highly active and diverse propagules
♦ Increases plant establishment and growth
♦ Improves soil and plant ecosystem
♦ Reduces transplanting stress and plant loss
♦ Increases nutrient and water uptake
♦ Improves soil structure and porosity

Marla Eddy has been Madison’s city forester since 2004. She was 
one of seventy-seven graduates of the first Municipal Forester 
Institute (MFI) last February in Lake Arrowhead, California. We 
asked Marla about the lessons of MFI that she’s applied in her 
day-to-day work.

There are three big lessons that I’ve been able to apply; the first 
has to do with communications between my team members and 
me and among themselves. At MFI we completed a behavioral 
style profile that showed us why we behave in work situations 
the way we do. I brought that assessment tool back to my staff, 
and we all came up with a better understanding of our behavioral 
styles.

Now, for instance, my team members understand that because 
I’m a “stabilizer,” I need for things to move along at a certain 
pace, and if they don’t, I’d rather assume more control for the 
project’s outcome. This is not a reflection on them; it’s about me. 
Another interesting thing was how two team members—who 
have the same job descriptions but oversee different sides of 
town—proved to have the same behavioral style, which explains 
why they’ve worked so harmoniously together for years. This 
impressed everyone and gave us confidence in this assessment 
tool and how it can help us communicate better internally.

The second major MFI lesson was realizing that my tree board 
could be so much more than it was—that there was so much 
potential to be tapped. Previously the board only met once a year! 
At the annual meeting in April, I asked the board to play more of 
an advise-and-support role, to meet more often, and to get more 
involved in event planning. They were very responsive and admit-
ted that they’d been feeling underutilized.

The first item I asked their advice about was priority definitions 
for request work. They weighed in and enjoyed having that input. 
I also suggested that they write up a position description for tree 
board members. They eagerly took that on and even said they 
wanted to expand the tree board in order to be able to accomplish 
more.

The third thing I brought back from MFI was the notion that Arbor 
Day should really be Arbor Week. We’d had a series of events 
before, but citizens sometimes felt left out if they couldn’t par-
ticipate on Arbor Day proper. Arbor Week expands the feeling of 
inclusiveness. Last April we had our first Mayor-decreed Arbor 
Week, with eight events around the city and four of our city alders 
participating. Now all of the alders are clamoring for events in their 
districts next year, and requests from schools for events are way 
up. Arbor Week in Madison is hot!

MFI gave me the vision and direction I needed to make the City of 
Madison’s urban forestry program successful.     

Following the MFI Trail
...With Madison, Wisconsin City Forester Marla Eddy



12 City Trees

How did you get into consulting?
Goulding: It was a natural progression: Landscape worker, horti-
cultural degree, landscape designer/contractor, municipal nurs-
ery supervisor, landscape inspector, ISA certified arborist, ASCA 
registered consulting arborist.

Kurkowski: A friend who is a professional garden consultant 
and national speaker, Janet Macunovich, referred me. She is the 
founder of the Michigan School of Gardening and now the on-
line Practical Gardening Institute. She originally asked me to be 
a consultant for a couple of landscapes she was working on. I 
now work as a part-time instructor for the school and manage the 
Trees folder at www.practicalgardeninginstitute.com.

Wegner: I worked as a forester (under the City Forester) for the 
City of Colorado Springs for 20 years (1980-2001). I did everything 
from mountain pine beetle and Dutch elm disease surveys and 
condemnations to inventories, hazard tree assessments, volun-
teer planting events, large-scale planting programs, and the day-
to-day of working with trees and citizens. During this time I also 
did a small amount of consulting, tree appraisals, forest plans, 
and even was an expert witness. I left not to retire but to have 
more flexibility in my schedule for young children.

Describe your first job or two.
Cool: In 1970 I did a street tree inventory for Hillsdale, Michigan 
and got involved in timber sales, which utilized my traditional 
forestry background.

Goulding: My first private consulting job came as a referral from 
another ASCA Consulting Arborist. I assessed the condition of 
three oak trees in Stuart, Florida, and made recommendations 
on their care.

Kurkowski: My first job was for a woman whose Colorado blue 
spruce had been butchered by a roofing company. They had 
sheared off one side of the tree with roofing hammers to make 
space for throwing shingles down. She had taken it down but 
wanted to sue for the value of the tree. My second job was for a 
gentleman who had surrounded his two-acre parcel with spruces 
and Douglas-firs. He was totally perplexed by the tip dieback he 
was seeing and was positive his evil neighbors were spraying 
something to kill his trees. I diagnosed it as frost damage and 
downloaded the weather reports from March to prove it.

Reed: My first job was assisting a colleague of my wife’s on the 
selective removal of several trees on her property in order to alle-
viate risks of failures in multi-stem cottonwoods and boxelders. 
Second was assessing the long-term survivability of a historic tree 
in western Colorado—a tree very significant to surviving popula-
tions of the Ute Tribe and one that has had significant disturbance 
around it over the years.

What was the most challenging thing about getting your 
consulting business going?
Cool: For me it was finding the time to consult and not violat-
ing any employer rule. It required working nights, weekends, 

City Trees Roundtable
The Consulting Life 

Participants:

Full-time consultants
Bob Cool is retired from the Superintendent of Forestry 
position, City of Lansing, Michigan.

Shirl McMayon formerly worked as Director of Natural 
Resources for the Chicago Park District.

Becky Wegner formerly worked as a Forester for the 
City of Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Part-time consultants
Don Goulding is Landscape Inspector for the City of 
Hollywood, Florida.

Daniel Kurkowski is Associate Forester with the City of 
Detroit, Michigan.

Aaron Reed is City Forester for Aspen, Colorado.

Aaron Reed
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holidays, vacation days, and any other days available when I could 
legally be away from my main employer.

McMayon: The hardest thing was jumping off the proverbial 
cliff—leaving the comfort of having a regular paycheck, insurance, 
etc. All of the connections, experience, and networking were in 
place—I just needed to find the courage and confidence to quit 
my “real job” and move back into self-employment!

Wegner: Marketing the consulting part of a small tree care busi-
ness that my husband manages has been the biggest challenge. I 
am a tree person, not a marketer. Thrown into a growing tree care 
company, I already had much to do. Yet I found opportunities for 

Daniel Kurkowski

Shirl McMayon

Don Goulding
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consulting, and that piece of the business has slowly grown. There 
have been appraisals, inventories, forest health plans, and hazard 
tree assessments.

How much energy does it take to avoid conflicts of interest?
Kurkowski: There have been none so far, because I don’t consult 
within my municipality. Since I only do light pruning, I sometimes 
suggest companies that do heavier work. I am always careful to 
suggest several so as not to play favorites, and I always give the 
client basic guidelines for hiring, such as making sure the arborist 
is certified, insured, and bonded.

Goulding: It doesn’t take much energy at all. At this time I don’t 
take jobs within the City limits, jobs that oppose other cities, or 
jobs with entities that do business with my employer city.

Describe one consulting job you turned down and why.
Cool: I turned down a legal case where the lawyer told me my 
answers before I had seen the tree in question. As a consultant, 
your answer is the same no matter which side you are on.

Goulding: There was a dispute between a municipality and a 
power company I work with on a regular basis in my job with the 
City of Hollywood—a definite conflict of interest.

Kurkowski: A request came in on the gardening message board 
that I moderate for a consultant to come out and help advise on 
moving some Norway maples trees. I told her to just cut them 
down and replant!

Reed: A developer wanted a report supporting its practice of 
destroying trees without due regard and was offering large sums 
of money as bait.

What is a hidden benefit of consulting vs. being an MA?
Cool: Things move much faster with consulting projects because 
they are segmented into smaller, more defined pieces. Government 
is really slow to change.

McMayon: I enjoy working more closely with the problem at 
hand.

Wegner: I work just as many hours and just as hard as I once did 
as an MA, but I now have control of when those hours are. Other 
benefits include fewer meetings and not working in a political 
environment. I focus more now on individual trees or projects vs. 
the bigger picture. On the down side, sometimes I miss having 
an impact on the larger community, and as a consultant I have to 
write a lot more reports than I did as a city forester.

What books do you refer to most often in your consulting?
McMayon: The three books I consult most often: Guide for Plant 
Appraisal by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers; Trees 
and Development: A Technical Guide to Preservation of Trees 
During Land Development, by Nelda Matheny & James R. Clark; 
and Arboriculture by Richard W. Harris, James R. Clark, and Nelda 
Matheny.

Wegner: Probably the most beneficial book has been ASCA’s 
(American Society of Consulting Arborists) A Consultant’s Guide to 
Writing Effective Reports, edited by Christine A. Keefer.

In addition to SMA and the unique urban forestry/municipal 
arboriculture perspective it offers, which professional orga-
nizations are you involved with that have served you well in 
your consulting work?
Cool: The Association of Consulting Foresters (ACF), International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA), and the Michigan chapter of ISA/
MFPA.

McMayon: First, ASCA and their professionalism and willingness 
to share information with newbies through the annual conference, 
the newsletter, and the Listserve.

Second, ISA: I have watched this organization grow and mature, 
and I’m very supportive of its efforts to make the arboriculture 
industry safer and more professional.

Lastly, ALCA (Associated Landscape Contractors of America)—a 
group of executive landscape professionals seeking to better the 
green industry, set standards, and promote professionalism and 
safety.

Wegner: I’ve found memberships in both ASCA and ISA to be 
beneficial to consulting.     

ANSI Z133.1-2006 Tree Care Safety 
Standard Now Available

The International Society of Arboriculture, Secretariat for the 
American National Standards Institute’s Accredited Standards 
Committee (Z133), announces that the 2006 revision of the 
national safety standard for arboricultural operations has been 
approved by the committee and should now be available for 
purchase.

The Z133 committee includes representatives from the tree care 
industry, labor, the academic community, government, equip-
ment manufacturers, insurance carriers, and other interested 
groups and individuals. The Z133.1 safety standard undergoes 
review and revision on a five-year cycle. For the 2006 standard, 
all sections were completely rewritten and updated, and a new 
section was added to address safe use of equipment-mounted 
winches. In addition, safety requirements for ropes and climb-
ing equipment, cabling, rigging, and pesticide application have 
been included.

A helpful new feature is an index, which allows readers to 
quickly locate all references to a particular topic throughout 
the standard. The glossary has been greatly expanded, and the 
terms are cross-referenced to the rules in which they appear—
another feature designed to make the standard easier to use.

The Z133 committee continues to monitor tree work safety 
performance and provides interpretation and clarification of 
the intent of the requirements. Comments and feedback on the 
standard are welcome. They should be sent to the International 
Society of Arboriculture, P.O. Box 3129, Champaign, IL 61826-
3129. Copies may be ordered from ISA (1-888-ISA-TREE or  
www.isa-arbor.com).
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Zenith Chipper Knives are precision crafted to ensure that your 
chipper knives cut with endurance, resulting in the least amount of service
and maintenance. Zenith blades are manufactured in our ISO certified
facilities from the finest steel available, triple tempered to optimal edge
performance and center toughness, then matched to strict OEM 
specifications. Every blade is then individually inspected and packaged.

Municipal arborists need professional cutting tools.
This is why we stock the best pruning saws available
today.  Perfect for the arborist to perform tree cut-
ting and tree pruning with ease. For clean, smooth
and fast cutting jobs, tree care professionals choose the
Zenith Cutter Samurai Saws. 

Zenith carries the best climbing rope lines designed especially for
arborists and tree climbers. Manufactured for outstanding durability
and strength, this rope can't be beat. Zenith arborist rope proves to be
a very cost effective choice since it provides long and dependable
life with awesome strength, excellent visibility, and a high level of
abrasion resistance.

Zenith is a leading seller of stump-cutter teeth. The reason is 
simple - Zenith offers stump-cutter teeth that are tough, reliable and
built for endurance. Zenith's cutter teeth will immediately impact your
stump-cutter performance, while minimizing downtime, and cutter
tool replacement. 

“THE BLADE OF CHOICE BY MUNICIPAL ARBORISTS”

Visit Zenith Cutter’s new Website with secure on-line ordering and request a 2006 Product Catalog. 
Use Promo Code WEB606 and save 10% when ordering.

1 - 8 0 0 - 2 2 3 - 5 2 0 2
w w w. z e n i t h c u t t e r. c o m

5200 Zenith Parkway
Loves Park, IL 61111

USA

Brush Chipper Knives

Pruning Saws

Arborist Rope

Stump-Cutter Teeth

See us at
TCI ExpoBaltimore, MDNovember 9-11, 2006Visit us in Booth 1206
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What were your interests 
as a kid, and how did you 
find your way to trees?
DG: I was raised in Mount 
Vernon, Ohio—a small com-
munity of 14,000 people with 
some manufacturing and a 
lot of farming. Until I was 18 
my family lived in the coun-
try, so in the summer my 
friends and I spent our time 
playing in farmers’ fields and 
woodlands and exploring the 
countryside by bicycles from 

morning to evening. In school I enjoyed history and the sciences 
and wanted a career in forestry. Unfortunately, a family crisis at the 
end of my senior year of high school prevented me from embark-
ing on that course. Instead I did a stint in the Army, followed by 
working in the family business and a few unsatisfying years of 
selling real estate and insurance.

Living in Florida and between jobs, I decided to enter Broward 
Community College on the GI Bill; my major was horticulture. I 
started my own lawn care business, which after graduating led to 
a landscape design, installation, and build business for the next 
28 years. At the ripe old age of 49, I went to work for the City of 
Hollywood as a nursery supervisor, which led to working in the 
City’s Office of Planning inspecting landscapes and enforcing tree 
codes, which led to obtaining an ISA arborist certification and an 
ASCA consulting arborist registration.

Wanting to give something back to the trees, I now serve as a 
board director to the Florida Urban Forestry Council and the SMA, 
as a member of the Trees Florida Conference Committee, and as 
conference chair for the SMA 2007 annual meeting in Hollywood, 
Florida. Eureka! I found the trees and the forest and I ain’t leavin’.

What was a gratifying moment in the past year, when you 
said to yourself, “Ah, I love this job”?
DG: I say that on a number of occasions throughout the year. I 
enjoy sitting across from a developer and giving input on projects, 
whether it’s picking a more appropriate tree species to be used, 
saving a tree, or requiring the use of structural soil for trees in 
paved or sidewalk situations.

One great moment was a meeting at Young Circle, a park located 
in the center of downtown Hollywood. Recently, I attended a meet-
ing at the job site that included engineers, construction managers, 
architects, landscape architects, a City director, and numerous 
other people. The concern was the installation of a narrow walk-
way between two baobab trees (Adansonia digitata), one of which 
is National Champion.

Since there was an existing walk there when the trees were 
planted, the new walk was approved with certain construction 
modifications. With everyone on site, I was able to get approval 
for the use of an air spade to mitigate the compaction around the 
tree. I also lobbied successfully against planting shrubs, ground-
covers, and grass under the tree and argued for the reduction of 
a sprinkler system directly under the canopy (baobabs prefer an 
arid environment). Sometimes I love this job.

What was one of the biggest challenges this past year?
DG: My biggest continuing challenge is the City’s tree inventory. 
When I first began work here at the City, then housed in the public 
works department, I pushed for a citywide tree inventory without 
results. Six years, three directors, and a different department later, 
I was encouraged to develop a tree inventory. As in most munici-
palities, the two most important ingredients, money and man-
power, are scarce. Florida State forestry grants were the answer, 
so the City now has its own GPS equipment and an inventory in 
progress funded through additional grants.

You’re hosting the SMA conference in 2007. Why did you 
take this on, and what are you most looking forward to 
about it?
DG: I love a challenge, and this gives me the opportunity to apply 
some entrepreneurial practices I left behind some years ago. 
The many phases of the planning process— working with other 
people, developing and implementing a plan, and seeing the 
results—it is all a true high for me, and getting there is most of 
the fun.

What trees or sites do you want to be sure SMA conference 
delegates get to see?
DG: For the early riser, there’s an airboat ride and lecture in the 
Everglades about this unique ecosystem. There’s Butterfly World 
with hundreds of butterflies and lectures on the butterfly’s life 
cycles and plant material they need for survival. Within a half-mile 
of the host hotel, there’s Anne Kolb Park, featuring boat rides, lec-
tures, canoes and kayaks, a museum, and a boardwalk extending 
over the lake and mangrove trees.

Downtown is the National Champion Baobab Tree, a real big-
gie if you are familiar with the baobabs. South of Hollywood 
we have the world-renowned Fairchild Gardens. Oh, and don’t 
forget Hollywood’s sun-drenched beaches, great restaurants, and 
breathtaking sunrises.

Who would be your dream keynote speaker, if you could 
have anybody in the world?
DG: Such a list! If he would come out of retirement for a day, Dr. 
Alex Shigo is at the top of my list. Shigo is to trees as Einstein is to 
physics or Buddy Holly is to rock-and-roll. Respected throughout 
the world, he could relate knowledge and experiences that would 
be immeasurably valuable for our members.   

Board Member Profile 
Don Goulding
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Saturday September 30, 2006

10:00 am – 2:00 pm Pre-Conference Tour (see sidebar)

8:00am – 5:00pm SMA Board Meeting

Sunday October 1, 2006

8:30am – noon SMA Board Meeting

8:30am – noon Registration in Hotel Lobby

Noon Pick up Box Lunches

1:00pm – 4:00pm Tour of Biltmore Estate
Buses depart from hotel lobby

5:00pm– 7:00pm  Opening Reception with Exhibitors 
Sponsored by Progress Energy

Monday October 2, 2006

7:00 am – 4:30 pm Registration

7:00 am – 8:00 am First-Time Attendees and Past Presidents 
Breakfast

8:00am – 8:30am  Welcome
Robin Cape, Asheville City Council
Mark Foster, City of Asheville Arborist, 
Conference Chair

8:30am – 9:30am  Biltmore Estate:
From Badge of Poverty to Model Forest
Bill Alexander, Landscape and Forest 
Historian

9:30am – 10:00am Break with Exhibitors

10:00am – 11:00am  Vegetation Management Partnerships
Rick Johnstone, President, 
IVM Partners, Inc.

11:00am – noon Developing Collaborative Relationships 
between Cities and Utilities
Jack McCabe, Manager, Western Region, 
Davey Resource Group
Mike Neal, Manager Forestry and Special 
Programs, Arizona Public Service

Noon Lunch

1:00pm – 2:00pm  i-Tree: A Suite of Tools for Urban Forestry 
Inventory & Assessment Success
Greg Ina, General Manager, The Davey 
Institute 
Scott Maco, Urban Forester and Project 
Manager, Davey Tree Expert Company

Society of Municipal Arborists Tour
of the

Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory

Charlotte is not just the home of NASCAR! It is also where 
the Bartlett Research Laboratory is located. This is a unique, 
privately owned research facility, training center, diagnostic 
clinic, and arboretum. Located at the edge of the rapidly grow-
ing metropolitan area of Charlotte, the laboratory is less than 
a mile from the border of South Carolina.

The tour will be from 10 am to 2 pm on Saturday September 
30, 2006. This will allow participants time to drive to Asheville 
for dinner. Lunch will be provided by the Bartlett Tree Expert 
Company. Spouses/guests are welcome.

The tour will begin with an inside look at the plant diagnostic 
clinic and its computerized sample processing system; the 
rest will be outside on the arboretum grounds. September is 
the lowest month for rainfall in Charlotte, so unless there is 
a hurricane brewing, it should be a nice day. On the grounds 
you will see various collections of trees including a very good 
collection of the new elm varieties.

One of the largest draws for municipal arborists is the Urban 
Infrastructure Plots. These plots consist of:

1) Sidewalk Plot – This is a ten-year-old trial using dif-
ferent methods to reduce sidewalk damage from 
tree roots. Excavations at this site will allow you to 
see what tree roots do under pavement given differ-
ent treatments.

2) Root Barrier Plot – This plot was established to 
compare the different materials available for root 
barriers. Half of the plot has been excavated and 
reported on in the Journal of Arboriculture; the 
other half will be excavated this year and may be 
open during this tour.

3) Urban Plaza Plot – Growing trees under pavement is 
a challenge for all municipal arborists and landscape 
architects. This two-year-old plot compares structur-
al soil, suspended pavement, and other treatments 
and their impact on tree growth above and below 
ground, using some of the largest rhizotrons any-
where. Results of the first year of the trial have been 
published in Arboriculture and Urban Forestry.

Please see the SMA Web site, www.urban-forestry.com, for 
more details on this pre-conference tour.

Municipal Arborists Partnering for Success 
Asheville, NC Conference Program

October 1-4, 2006 (Plus Saturday September 30 Pre-Conference Tour)
The Holiday Inn Crown Plaza, Asheville, NC
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2:00pm – 3:00pm  Don’t Go It Alone: Increase Support and 
Resources through Partnerships 
Jennifer Gulick, Project Manager,  
Davey Resource Group

3:00pm – 3:30pm  Break with Exhibitors

3:30pm – 4:00pm  Emergency Restoration—2005 South 
Carolina Ice Storm 
Robert J. Meffert, Energy Planning 
Manager, Duke Energy

4:00pm –5:30pm  Reception with Exhibitors

6:00pm – 9:30pm ISA Certification Exams  
(must be pre-registered with ISA)

7:00pm – 9:00pm Explore Asheville—Dinner on Your Own

9:00pm – 11:00pm Hospitality Suite Sponsored by Asplundh

Tuesday, October 3, 2006

7:00am – 8:30am Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

7:00am – 9:00am Registration

8:30am – 9:00am Creating Change for Healthier Urban 
Forests—The Link between Professionals 
and NonProfits 
Mark Buscaino, Executive Director,  
Casey Tree Foundation

9:00am – 9:30am Community Partnership Projects 
Dan Lambe, Vice President, Programs, 
National Arbor Day Foundation

9:30am – 10:00am Many Hands Make For Light Work After a 
Natural Disaster 
Eric A. Kuehler, Technology Transfer 
Specialist, Southern Center for Urban 
Forestry Research and Information

10:00am – 10:30am Break with Exhibitors

10:30am – 11:30am Successful Tree Preservation During 
Construction 
Paul Ries, U&CF Program Manager, 
Oregon Department of Forestry

11:30am –1:00pm Lunch and Tree Planting Sponsored by 
Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory

1:00pm – 2:00pm Using Data to Shape Public Policy 
Joe Morris, Planning Director, City of 
Salisbury, NC

2:00pm – 2:30pm Municipal/Volunteer Partnerships 
Susan Roderick, Director, Quality Forward

2:30pm – 3:00pm Successful Arbor Day Programs 
Bett Stroud, Mayor,  
Town of Weaverville, NC

300pm – 3:30pm Break with Exhibitors 

3:30pm –4:30pm The Role of Arborists in Restoring the 
American Chestnut Tree 
Paul Sisco, PhD, Southern Regional 
Science Coordinator, American Chestnut 
Foundation
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SMA Calendar Of Events
Network with arborists in your area.

Society of Municipal Arborists 

Annual Conference 
2006

Asheville, NC 

September 30-October 4  

www.urban-forestry.com

Riverside Convention Center

Empire State  
Green Industry Show

Rochester, NY 

November 14-16  

Contact: jill@nysta.org

www.nysta.org

5:00pm – 6:30pm SMA Annual Business Meeting

7:30pm – 9:00pm Awards Banquet and Silent Auction

9:00pm – 11:00pm Hospitality Suite Sponsored by Davey 
Resource Group

Wednesday, October 4, 2006

7:00am – 8:30am Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00am – 10:00am Registration

8:30am – 9:30am Research Findings From the Simulated 
Urban Environment 
Tom Smiley, PhD, Arboriculture 
Researcher, Bartlett Tree Research 
Laboratory

9:30am – 10:00am Break with Exhibitors

10:00am – 11:00am Early Pest Protection in Our Urban and 
Community Forests: The Role of Municipal 
Arborists 
Robert J. Rabaglia, PhD, USDA Forest 
Service, Forest Health Protection 
Bob Benjamin, Outreach Coordinator, 
Chicago ALB Project Office, USDA/APHIS/
PPQ

11:00am – noon Applications for Expanded Slate for 
Sustainable Landscapes and Arboriculture 
Chuck Friedrich, Horticulture Product 
Manager, Carolina Stalite Company

Noon– 12:15 pm Closing Remarks 
Andy Hillman, 2007 SMA President 
Have a safe trip home!

Please see the SMA Web site, www.urban-forestry.com, for regis-
tration and lodging information.   
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The American Public Works Association (APWA) is a key ally for 
the SMA. Arborists need to network with the people that impact 
trees, and public works professionals have a great deal of impact 
on the urban forest. Through SMA involvement in APWA, we can 
reach out, educate, and influence the design criteria and param-
eters that impact our urban trees. I am currently working with our 
City’s engineering and design staff and have invited them to APWA 
training programs on structural soils and construction protection 
around trees. These folks are more likely to attend these programs 
when they’re presented by APWA.

George Gonzalez, chief forester for the City of Los Angeles, is 
leading the charge to help trees get proper consideration in 
public works planning and design. He has given presentations 
at previous APWA annual meetings, getting trees into the urban 
infrastructure discussion. Like me, George has encouraged more 
participation at APWA meetings by arborists. He’s been diligently 
promoting the urban-forestry-related presentations scheduled 
to be given at this year’s annual APWA meeting in September in 
Kansas City. George advised us when a presenter had to excuse 
himself from the program, and I was able to fill the space on the 
program. I’ll be presenting on recycled rubber sidewalks, offset 
tree planting, planting trees in half grates, and modifying the right-
of-way to plant trees in more appropriate locations.

I encourage all SMA members to join APWA. It is a good relation-
ship-builder with the engineers, civil designers, and public works 
professionals whose work affects our trees. As an added incen-
tive, new APWA memberships are just $50 if you join by October 
1st. See www.apwa.net for more info.

Branching out - Gordon Mann   

SMA Members Should  
Get Involved with APWA
An editorial by Gordon Mann, Public Works 
Superintendent, City of Redwood City, California


