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FEATURING: MODEL 1590XP BRUSH CHIPPER POWERFUL, HIGH-PRODUCTION CHIPPER WITH A 17”
DIAMETER CAPACITY AND 37” DIAMETER DRUM (15” LARGER THAN COMPETITIVE DRUMS).

When it comes to your equipment, you need more
than just a supplier. You need a partner you can trust.
That’s why more industry professionals trust Bandit to
provide them with high-quality, dependable equipment
that consistently outperforms the competition.
With Bandit equipment in your eet, you instantly
gain access to a support network of over 300 dedicated
Bandit employees and over 80 dealers worldwide.
And with over 30,000 units in operation, you can
be sure that when you buy a Bandit, you’re buying the
best. No matter the task, Bandit has the equipment you
need to get the job done quickly & efciently.
If you are in the market for a chipper or grinder, call
to learn about the model that is right for your operation.
Experience the Bandit difference today.

QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR EVERY MARKET:

HAND-FED CHIPPERS, WHOLE TREE CHIPPERS, STUMP GRINDERS, WASTE REDUCTION UNITS
MODEL 1290XP • MODEL 2100 • MODEL 2090 • MODEL 3590 • MODEL 1900
(LEFT TO RIGHT)

CALL TODAY

1-800-952-0178
ADD COLOR AND VALUE TO YOUR MULCH

WITH THE COLOR CRITTER II® ATTACHMENT FOR BEAST RECYCLERS
The Beast is now able to color mulch using a dry granulated,
oxidizing colorant that covers extremely well while adding very little
moisture. The mess commonly associated with liquid and powder colorants
is eliminated. The colorant costs under $3/cubic yard for most colors.

THE MOST ECONOMICAL WAY TO MAKE COLORED MULCH!

Visit online: www.banditchippers.com
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to get in touch with a Bandit
representative, or to arrange for
a product demonstration.

BANDIT
INDUSTRIES, INC.
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President’s Message

Executive Director’s Message

George Gonzalez

Jerri J. LaHaie

I

am honored and humbled that
you have elected me to serve you
as your president for the coming
year. While it is a daunting challenge
to serve as president of this great
organization, I feel blessed to have
been mentored by current and former Board members, past presidents
such as Lloyd Burridge, Steve Shurtz,
Steve Cothrel, Mike Gainus, and Andy
Hillman, and many long-time SMA members. I want to give
special thanks to two individuals who have been instrumental in preparing me to take on this exciting role. SMA past
president and ISA liaison Bob Benjamin and SMA Executive
Director Jerri LaHaie have been invaluable in my development as an SMA Board member.
Through the work of the SMA’s executive director, Board,
committees, and members, the recent growth of the organization has been exponential. We are poised to take the next
steps in the evolution of the SMA in three focused ways:
advocacy, collaboration, and education.
In the area of advocacy, we recognized that we have a
vital role to play. In the past two years, we have gone to
Washington DC to meet with elected officials, influential
departmental leaders, and other advocacy groups to raise the
awareness of what municipal arborist do for the millions of
residents who benefit from the urban forests we manage.
In the area of collaboration, our efforts have been very exciting and fruitful. While we continue to build and strengthen our
relationships with long-time traditional partners such as ISA
International and the ISA chapters, I’m eager to build on the
partnerships we have formed with groups like the U.S. Forest
Service, the National Arbor Day Foundation, International Tree
Care Association, and Utility Arborist Association.
I’m particularly excited by the collaboration we have forged
with a non-traditional partner, the American Public Works
Association. Together we have developed and will soon be
publishing a “Best Management Practices for Urban Forests,”
specifically targeting public works managers and city engineers. You will hear more about these and other collaborations in upcoming issues of City Trees.
In the area of education, we will continue to build on the
unprecedented success we have had with the Tree Academies
and particularly the Municipal Forester Institute. With Paul
Ries at the helm of our newly formed education committee,
we will soon be laying out a plan for expanding our existing
educational initiatives and exploring new ones.
So stay tuned, and thank you all again for giving me the
opportunity to lead this organization for the next year. With
your help, we will continue to make great strides in expanding the influence of SMA and ultimately enhancing the understanding and respect for the urban forest among the people
that we serve in each and every one of our municipalities.

www.urban-forestry.com

A

re you a leader or a follower? Think
about that for a minute. As we
approach our third year of the Municipal
Forester Institute (MFI), leadership is a
concept foremost on the minds of the
MFI Cadre. The 150 graduates of MFI
know our secret: the MFI curriculum is
designed to provide leadership training
to urban forestry professionals. There is
no doubt the MFI is a big hit. The graduates rate it among the best
training they’ve ever had. The Cadre members continue to volunteer to take a week off work to teach at MFI. People are lining up
for MFI 2008.
SMA’s mission statement includes the three C’s: confidence,
competence, and comradarie. While some of our other programs
hit the mark on competence and comradarie, MFI’s focus is on
building confidence. That’s not to say the MFI curriculum isn’t
chock full of information that will lead to greater workplace competency, and certainly, being held captive for a week with your
peers makes it impossible to avoid comradarie. The uniqueness
of MFI, though, is centered around building confidence by giving
participants the opportunity to try out what they’re taught in an
environment that encourages peer learning and participation.
So how did you respond to the leader/follower question? I would
suggest to you that leaders are not born and that leadership is
something we can all learn to do better. I would also venture
to say that we have to be both leader and follower in our jobs
and in our daily lives. But something we talk about at MFI is the
importance of being ready when the opportunity to take the lead
presents itself. That might mean learning what opportunity looks
like, or maybe it is learning how to craft and present a compelling message, or maybe it is understanding how to be an effective
team player.
While MFI is winning popularity contests, is it building confidence and creating better leaders? Our usual method of evaluating programs is to ask participants to rate their experience, and
when we tabulate the results and they are better than average, we
say,“success.” But MFI is unique in this area, too. Graduates will
continue to provide feedback long after their week at MFI ends,
and assessments will be made to determine changes in behavior.
Our bylaws were changed this past year to broaden who can be
an SMA Board Member. In the past, members must have attended
an SMA conference in the past two years, but now our bylaws
offer an alternative by including other SMA events, such as MFI.
Perhaps that will be the true test of the success of MFI—producing graduates who see the opportunity and are confident in their
ability to be leaders in their professional association.
For more information, or to sign up for MFI 2008, visit www.
urban-forestry.com
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URBAN FORESTRY

Where the West Begins

FORT WORTH, TEXAS
& CITY FORESTER
MELINDA ADAMS
Melinda Adams has been Fort Worth’s
city forester since May of 2000. She
says, “Harold Pitchford, former city forester, offered me the job on March 28
less than two hours before an F2 tornado ripped through downtown Fort
Worth and surrounding areas. I missed
a big chunk of the cleanup—but so I
wouldn’t miss out on all the fun, they
saved some FEMA reports for me.”
Adams served on the Board of Directors
for the ISA Texas Chapter for six years
and is active in the Cross Timbers Urban
Forestry Council.
www.urban-forestry.com

Twice daily longhorn cattle are driven down Exchange Blvd at the
Fort Worth Stock Yards. Photos courtesy of the City of Fort Worth.

Can you talk about your educational and career
trajectory leading up to urban forestry?
Melinda Adams: I am a late bloomer. I managed to
reach my goal of earning my BS before my 40th birthday shy of one year. My BS is in Forestry from Stephen F.
Austin State University, with an emphasis in Recreation
Administration and a minor in Biology.
My first job after graduating was enforcing the tree preservation ordinance as an arborist for the City of Dallas. I
loved working with the spirited citizens of Dallas, and I
felt the arborist team made a lasting contribution to the
city. However, enforcing an unpopular ordinance for five
years can start to wear a girl thin. When the offer “blew
in” from Fort Worth to head up one of the largest and
oldest municipal forestry programs in Texas, I flew right
over.
What is Fort Worth known for?
MA: Fort Worth is “where the West begins” and boasts
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Young volunteers plant trees on Cowtown Brush-up Day.
Photo courtesy of Pack 26 Cub Scouts

Staff member Steven Hernandez assists in training Citizen
Foresters on the proper pruning of young trees.

Intense spring storms in Fort Worth can wreak havoc on stressed trees.
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a rich and colorful history. Located in north central Texas,
the prairie town was the last stop on the Chisholm Trail
where millions of heads of cattle were driven north to
market. Rowdy trail hands unwound in a collection of
saloons, gambling halls, and hotels that became known
as Hell’s Half Acre. When the railroad arrived at the
stockyards, business boomed and Fort Worth became a
major livestock center.
Known affectionately as “Cowtown,” Fort Worth proudly displays its western heritage. Visitors can still walk the
brick streets of the Fort Worth Stockyards. Twice daily,
The Heard, a section of the Parks and Community Services
Department, drive longhorn cattle down Exchange
Avenue to commemorate Fort Worth’s history.
A trip to Cowtown wouldn’t be complete without a visit
to the National Cowboys of Color Museum, the Cowgirl
Museum, and the Log Cabin Village. Buffalo still roam
the prairie at the 3600-acre Fort Worth Nature Center
and Refuge. If you want to party like an old cowhand,
visit Billy Bob’s, “The World’s Largest Honky Tonk,” made
famous in the movie Urban Cowboy.
Fort Worth isn’t all cattle and cowboys. With six
world-renowned museums, the Equestrian Center, Casa
Mañana Theater, and quaint shops and savory restaurants, the cultural district draws over one million visitors
each year. Among the district’s jewels is the 109-acre
Fort Worth Botanic Garden, the oldest and most beautiful garden in Texas. Just down the street is one of the top
ranked zoos in the nation. Once you have visited the Fort
Worth Zoo, every other will be a letdown.

Trained Citizen Foresters conduct a tree inventory.

The beautiful thriving downtown Fort Worth has become
a model that other cities emulate. This city forester finds
a walk down her streets the next best thing to a walk in
the woods.
How does Fort Worth’s geographic position/climate
affect you in terms of urban forestry challenges?
MA: Our hardiness zone is 8a and 7b. Fort Worth has
hot dry summers, with heat waves that can reach triple
digits and last three to five days. Our winters are mild
but can have sudden drops in temperatures. Many trees
will try to bud out during a warm winter and get hit with
a late freeze. Thankfully, freezing temperatures are usually brief and seldom severe enough to cause widespread
damage to trees.
We tend to have stormy springs and droughty summers. Pruning crews often put in overtime cleaning up
streets after spring storms. Drought-stressed trees can
have weakened wood fibers and are more susceptible
to storm damage. This year’s record rains broke a multiyear drought in North Central Texas. We saw increased
damage this spring compared to previous years. We are
still catching up.
www.urban-forestry.com

Webworms have benefited from mild winters, and their aftermath
generates numerous customer calls.
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Each year during Mayfest volunteers assist the Forestry Section by bagging and distributing 2,000 seedlings purchased with funds
donated by the Botanical Research Institute of Texas and the Fort Worth Garden Club.

Fort Worth celebrated its 25th consecutive year as Tree City USA in
2004 by hosting the State Arbor Day at the Fort Worth Stock Yards.
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Fort Worth Forestry staff Michelle Villafranca and Melanie Migura,
along with Courtney Blevins of the Texas Forest Service, show their
affection for a champion bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa).

City Trees

Fort Worth Quick Facts
Human pop: 600K
Street Tree pop: 85,000 in 1995
Park Tree pop: 741,000 in 1995
Most common street trees: largest single
species found on the ROW is hackberry
(we have a lot of rural roads) followed by
red oak, post oak, pecan, and live oak in
that order.
UF Staff FTEs: 25
UF Budget: 1.5M

Mild winters often foster a rise in the featured pest of
the year. This year it is webworms. The city looks like it
is dressed for Halloween. Even though we don’t treat
for webworms, we do answer a lot of phone calls and
e-mails assuring spooked citizens that we are not on the
eve of urban forestry destruction.
What do you love about your job, and what would
you love to never have to do again? What do you
wish you had more time for in your job?
MA: I love that on some days I feel like we’re making
a difference. It’s what we leave behind that makes us
immortal. Future generations may not remember your
name, but they will feel your presence long after you’re
gone when they’re driving down a tree lined street,
climbing a big old live oak, or meeting a friend under
a tree. What I wish to never see again is an old giant
removed on public property to make room for something that will only be here a tenth of the time. I wish
I had more time to be outdoors—I tend to get chained
to my PC.
Do you use GIS technology?
MA: We use GIS to record park inventories collected
by our specially trained volunteers, Citizen Foresters.
We also had volunteer groups collect data on all of our
downtown trees that were later digitized into our GIS.
Part of the data they collected was how close the tree
grates were to the trunk. This enabled us to solicit the
Downtown Planned Improvement District’s assistance in
modifying the tree grates. We also use GIS to project the
number and species of trees needed for future planting
downtown.
www.urban-forestry.com

In what other ways do you work with volunteer
groups?
MA: Volunteers make our programs work. We have
countless volunteer groups each year that spend time
working at the City’s tree farm, weeding, organizing,
repotting, and pruning. They collect data, remove invasive species in parks, and plant trees for the elderly.
We have specially trained volunteers, Citizen Foresters.
They have done projects as complex as developing an
interpretive tree guide for an established trail. Because
our crews have their hands full with hazard abatement
pruning, they seldom have time for aesthetic pruning or
training of young trees. Citizen Foresters have acquired
the skills to train young trees so they have a longer life
and need less pruning when older. They are also in the
process of collecting tree inventories from our 250-plus
parks, a time-consuming task we staff would never have
time to do on our own.
What aspects of your program are you especially
proud of?
MA: I’m proud of my staff. I’ll have an idea or project
I would like to see developed and they will take it and
make it their own. They’ll put their whole heart into it,
flavor it with their own personality and spirit, and make
it succeed.
Will Pemberton runs the tree farm. He is always thinking
of innovative ways to improve our production within our
budget. Michelle Villafranca is in charge of our increasingly successful Neighborhood Tree Planting Program
and coordinates our volunteers. She started a vocational training program with special needs students and
surprised everyone with what the young people were
able to accomplish. On top of a demanding workload,
Melanie Migura developed and runs the Citizen Forester
Program. Steven Hernandez, a true pruning artist with a
dedication to customer service, worked his way through
the ranks to the position of Assistant Field Operations
Supervisor. Terry Dodson gave 36 years to the Forestry
Section, six of which were past his retirement date. His
knowledge, skill, and dedication to his crews and his city
will leave a lasting mark on all of us. Our excellent crews
work in the cold and heat to make sure our citizens are
safe from tree hazards and so that our streets, parks,
golf courses, community centers, and libraries have trees
for everyone to enjoy.
If SMA was coming to your town, what sites or
projects would you be sure to show off?
MA: I would show SMA members the impact our tree
planting programs have made throughout the city. Each
year we plant close to 2000 trees with the aid of volunteers and partnerships. Our neighborhood tree-planting
program offers five-gallon trees on a neighborhood basis
for residential parkways. A neighborhood liaison collects
names of at least 25 households willing to plant and

11

maintain trees. They coordinate the delivery from the
tree farm and distribution to the neighborhood. Forestry
staff assist the liaison and offer their service on tree
planting day. The small trees are easy to plant and maintain and have a high success rate, and visiting one of these
neighborhoods three or four years later is a real joy.

Providers of progressive urban
forestry management services to
a national client base.

Do you have a defensible tree
risk management plan?
Does your inventory steer
you or do you manage it?
Is a clear logic model at the
core of your management plan?
Do you occasionally
require external consults?
Does your program reflect
your documented policies?

Lastly I would bring SMA members out to the tree farm
on replacement tree day. One day a month, Citizen
Foresters organize container inventory in preparation of
the arrival of citizens who have lost a street tree. If a tree
is lost in a storm, from street and sidewalk construction,
or simply had to be removed because of health or hazard
the resident is given a tree voucher that can be brought
to the tree farm for a five-gallon replacement. When
the voucher is issued by the tree crew, civil engineer, or
construction inspector, details about the planting space
are noted, such as planting strip width and the presence of overhead power lines. At the tree farm, Citizen
Foresters assist the resident in selecting an appropriate
species for their site. They also give advice on planting
and maintaining the tree. This program exposes the resident to both the City’s tree farm and the Citizen Forester
program. The trip to the tree farm saves Forestry staff’s
valuable time that once was spent delivering the trees to
the resident’s door. The resident also develops a vested
interest in planting the tree since they took the time and
effort to select and transport the tree.
So come on down and visit us at Fort Worth. If you don’t
have a cowboy hat, you can get one while you’re here.
You’re bound to need it when you come again.

WANT TO WRITE FOR

Natural Path Urban Forestry

CITY TREES?

(773) 699-7284

Send an e-mail to City Trees Editor
Michelle Buckstrup at:
CityTrees@hughes.net
and request the
Writer’s Guidelines.

5455 S. Ingleside Ave, Suite 1E
Chicago, IL 60615
www.naturalpathforestry.com
email: natpath@earthlink.net
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I would take SMAers for a stroll down the tree-lined
brick boulevard, Camp Bowie, which has benefited from
our tree grant program. Many communities have taken
advantage of the tree grant program to transform their
neighborhood schools and parks. The Historic Camp
Bowie business district has applied for and planted grant
trees for the past seven years. Its beatification efforts
have won it an urban forestry award and made it successful in its mission “to create a pedestrian-friendly
commercial corridor that encourages people to shop in
a safe and comfortable environment.”

City Trees

In this issue…

Contributors
Melinda Adams is City Forester for Fort
Worth, Texas. She served on the Board of
Directors for the ISA Texas Chapter for six
years and is active in the Cross Timbers
Urban Forestry Council.

Phillip Rodbell is a Certified Arborist and
manager of the U.S. Forest Service Urban
and Community Forestry Program in the 21state Northeastern Area.

Nelsen Money is the Supervising Vegetation
Program Manager for Pacific Gas & Electric
and Vice President of the Utility Arborist
Association.

Gene Hyde has a Master of Forestry
Degree from Louisiana State University.
He is a Certified Arborist and Municipal
Specialist and has served as the City
Forester of Chattanooga since 1990. He
currently serves on the SMA Board.

Steve Shurtz is Urban Forestry & Landscape
Manager for the City of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana and has served SMA in various
capacities on the Executive Board and
Editorial Review Committee.

Paul Ries is the state Urban and Community
Forestry Program Manager for the Oregon
Department of Forestry. He has over 20 years
of urban forestry experience at the state,
municipal, and non-profit levels, is an ISA
Certified Arborist, and is a member of the
Municipal Forester Institute teaching cadre.

Lisa Randle is the Senior Program Manager,
Public Education – Vegetation Management
for Pacific Gas & Electric.

Chuck Zinky is the Senior Vegetation
Program Manager for Pacific Gas &
Electric.

City Trees is the
journal of the Society
of Municipal Arborists, and is published
bimonthly. The SMA is
a Professional Affiliate
of the ISA.
President:
George Gonzalez, Los Angeles, CA
ggonzale@bss.lacity.org
Vice President:
Dan Hartman, Cleveland, TN
Past President:
Andy Hillman, Ithaca, NY
Executive Director:
Jerri J. LaHaie, CAE
P.O. Box 641
Watkinsville, GA 30677
Phone: (706) 769-7412
Fax: (706) 769-7307
urbanforestry@prodigy.net

www.urban-forestry.com

Executive Board:
Don Goulding, 2005
Hollywood, FL
Gene Hyde, 2006
Chattanooga, TN
Gordon Mann, 2005
Redwood City, CA
Paula Chope, 2006 Dublin, OH
Dan Hartman, 2006 Cleveland, TN
ISA Representative:
Bob Benjamin, Lombard, IL
City Trees
Editorial Review Committee
Chair: Steve Cothrel,
Upper Arlington, OH
Owen Croy, Surrey, BC
Linden Mead, Seattle, WA
Tami Sadonoja, Hamilton, ON
Steve Shurtz, Baton Rouge, LA
David Sivyer, Milwaukee, WI
Graphic Designer: Chris Deis

Contacting Us
Subscription Inquiries:
Danielle Easton, ISA
deaston@isa-arbor.com
(217) 355-9411
Subscription Rates: $60 per
calendar year or $10 per issue.
Story Ideas/Editorial Inquiries:
Send to City Trees Editor Michelle
Buckstrup at CityTrees@hughes.
net. Please ask for Writers Guidelines before sending submisions.
Advertising Rates and Calendar:
Michelle Buckstrup,
CityTrees@hughes.net
(585) 289-9763
Advertising Billing:
Jerri LaHaie,
urbanforestry@prodigy.net
(706) 769-7412

Web site:
www.urban-forestry.org
Disclaimer:
No endorsement or any statement of claims in advertisements
or articles is assumed by City
Trees, the editorial staff, the
Society of Municipal Arborists,
or its officers and members. The
use of trade, firm, corporation,
vendor, or proprietary product
name is for the information and
convenience of the reader. Such
use does not constitute an evaluation, conclusion, recommendation, endorsement, or approval
of any products or service to the
exclusion of others. Photos and
art used in City Trees are copyright to their respective owners
and are reproduced in City Trees
for illustrative purposes only.

13

A Case Study in Urban Forestry and Electric Power Board
Collaboration
by Gene Hyde, City Forester, Chattanooga, Tennessee & Carl Absher, Forester, Chattanooga Electric Power Board

City Forester Gene Hyde’s Perspective
In many cities there exists an antagonistic relationship
between the electric utility provider and the city arborist. In Chattanooga we are very proud to report that we
have developed a different approach over the years.
Relations between the City and the Electric Power
Board (EPB) are based on cooperation and mutual
respect. The hiring of a utility forester, Carl Absher,
and a vegetation manager, Ray Davis, were important
developments in this improved working relationship.
Poor pruning standards and less-than-effective customer relations had plagued the EPB of Chattanooga
for decades. In past years it was not uncommon to see
stub cuts, roundovers, and massively topped trees.
Today, clearance is achieved by pruning substations
on an accelerated basis with a one- to two-year cycle.

Only those trees that need to be pruned are touched,
and this determination is made by an ISA certified
arborist. Chattanooga’s 600 square miles of service
area includes 3,000 miles of lines. The pruning contract specifies ANSI A-300 and lateral pruning as the
accepted standards.
The significant ways in which the City of Chattanooga
Urban Forestry Program has coordinated and cooperated with the EPB were detailed in the Roundtable in
the September/October 2007 issue of City Trees. These
collaborations include piggybacking on contracts for
pruning and removal services, removing wood for the
EPB after removals, conducting joint training for certified arborists and others, sharing GIS data when we
have compatible systems, and providing work for City
crews when budget shortfalls hit the urban forestry
department.
continued…

Chattanooga City Forestry and Chattanooga Electric Power Board utility crews participate in joint bucket truck rescue training.
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“SERVING OVER 700 MUNICIPALITIES DIRECT”
Brush Chipper Knives

•
•
•
•

Premium A-8 Chipper Steel
Manufactured to OEM specifications
Heat Treated for Long Wear and Toughness
Individually Wrapped Packaging for Storage and Safety

Pruning Saws

•
•
•
•

Premium Grade Steel
Clean, Smooth, Fast Cuts
Ergonomical Handle and Sheath
Professional Grade for Municipal Arborists

Arborist Rope

•
•
•
•

Excellent Visibility
Abrasion Resistant
12 Strand Climbing Ropes
High Durability and Strength
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•
•
•
•

Long Life and Reliability
Tough Carbide Tips for Endurance
Available in Right, Left, and Straight
Quick Changeover for Reduced Downtime

Visit Zenith Cutter’s new Website with secure online ordering and request a 2007 Product Catalog.
Use Promo Code WEB1106 and save 10% when ordering online.

1-800-223-5202
w w w. z e n i t h c u t t e r. c o m

www.urban-forestry.com

5200 Zenith Parkway
Loves Park, IL 61111
USA
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Electric Power Board Forester Carl Absher’s yet achieved the goal of 100% contact. Around 7% of
our customers will not call us back even after our planPerspective
In the past 37 years I have had the opportunity to work
as a contractor in situations where the utility and city
forestry department did not have a good relationship.
After working productively with Gene Hyde for more
than 16 years, I really cannot now understand how
anyone does it differently. Ultimately, we all answer
to the same customers, and we are all working to
improve their quality of life. It is my opinion that our
collaboration improves the attitudes and work quality
of both of our work forces: our utility workers better
appreciate work quality and customer service, while
Gene’s guys better understand the increased hazards
of high-voltage electricity and the volume of work that
we must complete.
EPB’s management is bold—a program used nowhere
else except California. We studied Pacific Gas & Electric
and modeled our trimming program after theirs—with
the addition of a goal of 100% customer contact. We
increased our customer notification to address the
number-one customer complaint that they did not
know what was going to happen until they came home
one day and found part of their tree gone. We have not

ners leave doorhangers and phone messages.

One item that I would like to clarify is clearance—particularly, what is adequate or excessive clearance. It
is a problem that I work with our contract crews and
customers to address, and progress is very slow.
Historically we trimmed each and every tree to a tenfoot clearance regardless of its species or position.
Subsequently, slow-growing species were excessively
trimmed, and fast-growing trees were inadequately
trimmed. So, in our program, ten feet may not be
enough clearance on a silver maple or a hackberry,
but ten feet may be way too much on a white oak or
a red cedar. The purpose of our program is to secure
not a distance of clearance, but a time of clearance.
We would like to secure three years of clearance on
every tree pruned, and an arbitrary distance will not
accomplish that.
Gene Hyde, City Forester
Department of Public Works
(423) 757-7283
hyde_gene@mail.chattanooga.gov

Favorite American Trees

American Chestnut

Trees of the California Landscape

The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree
SUSAN FREINKEL

CHARLES R. HATCH

“A beautifully-written account.… Freinkel, a gifted writer whose
research is impeccable and whose reporting is topnotch, tells of the
impassioned work of scientists over the past century and up to
today, trying to bring the American chestnut back from the brink of
extinction. Only a person in love with trees could have written this
lovely book.”
—Richard Preston, author of The Hot Zone

“A masterful combination of those native and non-Californian
species that have importance in wildlands or the designed landscape or both. Hatch has created an excellent reference for forest
ecologists, landscape designers, horticulturalists, and restoration
specialists—not only in California, but throughout the United States.”

$27.50 cloth

$60.00 cloth

A Photographic Manual of Native and Ornamental Trees

—Michael G. Barbour, University of California, Davis

At bookstores or order (800) 822-6657 • www.ucpress.edu
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We’re Growing FAST

because the trees
we water do too!

Cut watering labor
by 2/3rds!
Dramatically
increase survival
rates and vigor,
even in drought!
Plant trees in
places (and at times)
you never thought
possible!

Available in 15, 25, 35 and 45 gallon
capacities, with costs ranging from
$7 to $18.

Call today to find out more!

(800)951-8123
www.urban-forestry.com

Designed by:

SO-5437A
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NUCFAC News
The following is a summary, prepared by the Alliance for Community Trees, of proposed changes to
the U.S. Forest Service’s State & Private Forestry division. The changes were made public this summer by USDA
Forest Service Acting Director of Urban & Community Forestry Larry Payne.
What is being proposed with this redesign represents a significant shift in funding policy compared to years
past. If your local program, community, or state council actively participates in the Urban & Community
Forestry grant program, the proposed shift to larger-scale and regional projects represents an important
change you should be aware of.
Steve Shurtz, Urban Forestry & Landscape Manager, City of Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Forest Service Announces State and
Private Redesign
Washington, DC (July 1, 2007)- The U.S. Forest Service
has released information about the redesign and reorganization of the agency’s State and Private Forestry
division, responsible for assistance to non-federal forestlands, including urban forests.
As land ownership patterns have changed and as forestlands have become increasingly fragmented, the Forest
Service has decided to make a change in the way the
agency delivers forestry assistance. The agency is making a shift to emphasize integrated solutions across the
landscape and will deliver a greater share of its assistance programs via competitive, project-based funding.
The agency also plans to prioritize and focus its resources on three main themes:
• Conserve working forest landscapes
• Protect forests from harm
• Enhance benefits from trees and forests

How will the redesign affect Urban and
Community Forestry programs?
Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) has an important
part to play in addressing all three national themes. For
example: Forests on the edge of suburban areas may
be conserved as working “community forests” that provide recreational and ecological service benefits to the
surrounding community. Urban foresters, arborists, and
trained “citizen foresters” are an important front-line
defense against invasive and exotic pests that threaten
forest systems. Urban forests comprise 25% of our
nation’s forest resource, providing valuable water, air, climate, and recreational benefit to our nation’s population.
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While there is no question that U&CF is an important
dimension to the three national themes, the State and
Private Forestry redesign will mean significant changes to
the way that programs have been delivered in the past.

Changes that you may expect:
• Within five years, 65% of federal funds will
be allocated competitively to the states.
States will be encouraged to cooperative
with each other to submit multi-state projects of regional significance.
• U&CF will be integrated and connected to
other forest stewardship activities, rather than
being delivered through its own separate silo.
• U&CF projects that emphasize regionalscale solutions will be prioritized for support
over isolated or small-scale projects.
• Priorities will be reflected in State
Assessments and State Response Plans.
Federal assistance will be delivered in a
more flexible way to allow states to address
their unique priorities.
• Open space preservation and the creation of
interconnected green networks will receive
increased attention from the U&CF program.
• Canopy assessment and GIS mapping that
reveals “the big picture” will be increasingly
important for addressing all forest concerns,
whether urban or rural.
• Urban forest management training and technical assistance will remain an important priority
City Trees

Goldenraintree (Koelreuteria paniculata) foliage Photo: Doug Still

in many states, especially in populous and/or
high-growth states with rapid urbanization.

How will this affect Urban and Community
Forestry grants for community projects?
• Your state will receive less “base” federal
funding specifically tasked for U&CF functions. However, in the future your state may
receive increased federal funding on a competitive basis to address landscape-level
concerns that could include U&CF.
• Your state grant-making programs may shift
based on State Assessments and State
Response Plans.
• It will be important for U&CF experts to be
“at the table” along with traditional forestry
www.urban-forestry.com

experts in drafting State Response Plans,
since they will strongly shape state priorities.
• Working at a regional scale to engage many
partners in a broad plan for urban forest
restoration will be increasingly important.
• Beginning in federal fiscal year 2008, USFS
regions will award 15% of program funds
competitively. Now is a good time to contact
state forester or state urban forest coordinator to pitch ideas for regional projects that
could make a bigger impact. Local cooperators may not apply directly for this assistance; however, working in partnership as a
collaborator with state agencies, you may be
able to access these competitive funds.
Source: Alliance for Community Trees (ACT): actrees.org
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MYCORRHIZAL
TREE PLANTING TOOLS

ESPECIALLY FORMULATED FOR PLANTING NURSERY GROWN TREES

•

Dramatically reduces resets and boosts
tree programs
• Used by Federal, State & Local Agencies
• “THE” low cost way to plant trees.

Now get
a PhD

SMA Membership Application
Application for Membership in the SMA
Please completely fill out and mail this INVOICE with payment to:
Jerri LaHaie, SMA Executive Director
P.O. Box 641
Watkinsville, GA 30677
Tax I.D. No: 31-1020171. Please make your check payable to:
The Society of Municipal Arborists
Be sure to check which type of membership you are applying for.
Descriptions of memberships are listed below.
Types of Memberships (check one)

(In how to use them correctly)

With a
“POINT N CLICK”
program

❐ Corporate ($125)

❐ Professional ($75)

❐ Senior ($25)

❐ Student ($25)

List employees under the corporate membership at $25 each below.
______________________________________________________________________

(We wrote especially for YOU)
______________________________________________________________________

DOWNLOAD AT
horticulturalalliance.com/Install_Specifier.exe
1550 66th Ave. Dr. E., Sarasota, FL 34243

800-628-6373
http://www.horticulturalalliance.com

Since
1994

Welcome New Members!
Name
Calvin Whitesell, Jr.
Chad Hansen
Colin B. Nelson
Craig Bronzan
Craig Hinton
Dianna L. Forster
Ellen M. Coppinger
Iralena R. Beckman
Joe R. Rodriguez
Joseph W. Sentance
Lori L. Brockelbank
Mark A. Smith
Michelle A. Chartier
Micki R. McNaughton
Ray Jarrett
Robert Williamson
Ronald J. Belko, Jr
Scott K. Johns
Shauna Cozad
Deena Brooks
Fred Cowett

Organization
Calle Enterprises Inc
Town of Chestermere

City of Saint Marys
City of Olympia
Arborcare Inc
Sentance Landscape & Tree Svc
Forecon Inc
Creative Automation Solutions
City of Saskatoon
City of Olympia
Zev Cohen and Associates
Trees Plus
Butler Design Group
City of Port Angeles

City
State
Montgomery
AL
Coconut Creek
FL
Chestermere
AB
Brentwood
CA
Frankston
VIC
Saint Marys
GA
Lowell
MA
Olympia
WA
Hialeah
FL
Vero Beach
FL
Falconer
NY
Woodstock
MD
Saskatoon
SK
Olympia
WA
New Smyrna Beach FL
Bagdad
FL
Saint Petersberg FL
Port Angeles
WA
Davis
CA
Sarasota
FL
Ithaca
NY

Descriptions of Memberships
Professional – Persons actively engaged in municipal arboriculture or in related fields
such as: city forester, city arborist, shade tree commissioner, tree warden, or any persons officially in charge of city street or park tree planting and management, or their
assistants. Also, county, state, or federal employees who are charged with responsibility of assisting municipalities with arboriculture needs. Non-commercial people in
fields related to arboriculture, such as: landscape architects, scientists, and managers
of arboretums can apply. Annual dues are $75.00.
Senior – This subcategory of Professional membership includes retired municipal
arborists. Annual dues are $25.00.
Student – This subcategory of Professional membership includes full-time students of
a college or horticultural school, enrolled in arboriculture. Annual dues: $25.00.
Corporate – Membership for commercial companies representing products and services of the arboriculture field. Corporate members are entitled to one voting member,
and employees of the company are entitled to discount non-voting memberships at
$25 a year. Annual dues are $125.00.
Subscription to City Trees – Subscriptions are for libraries and universities only. A
subscription is included free with any Society membership. An annual subscription to
City Trees is $60.00.
Your Name: __________________________________________________________
City or Company: ______________________________________________________
Office Address: ________________________________________ Zip + 4 __________
Home Address if preferred: ______________________________ Zip + 4 __________
Phone: (

) ______________________FAX: (

) _______________________

E-mail: ______________________________ City Population: __________________
Job title, or if student, your major:_________________________________________
Please make your check payable to: “The Society of Municipal Arborists”
I, the undersigned, wish to apply for membership in the Society of Municipal Arborists. I
agree to observe all the rules of the Society and to participate as I am able in furthering its
objectives.
Applicant’s Signature
________________________________________________________ Date __________
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