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Municipal Forester Institute 2008 participants were asked

to respond to recent CT articles that discussed the need to better communicate how federal funds used at the state and local level help accomplish
a federal purpose. Several thoughtful responses appear here in lieu of messages from the President and Executive Director.

The 74 graduates of the 2008 Municipal Forester Institute. Photo by Paul Ries

We Are All Up to the Plate!
by Lori Brockelbank, Consulting Arborist, Forecon Inc.

The Municipal Forester Institute has issued every one of us a
challenge, one that no one should step away from, a challenge
that could mean the loss of the most important game of our
lives. The challenge, if you’re ready, is to justify your existence
and the existence of your urban and community forestry program. The government has pitched the ball of trust and funding
and now they want to see us hit it out of the ball field and get the
crowd on their feet cheering for us.

national debt in just the quantitative benefits of trees. Do you
think that would get their attention? You betcha—and by the
way, the umpire has just given you the nod to stay in the game.

Ask yourself, “Does the local community know I am here?” That
would get you to first base. To get to second base, ask yourself
if the local not-for-profits know you. Now ask yourself, “Do the
local politicians know I’m here, and do they work with me to
benefit the city?” You need these individuals to keep everything
running and to give you that last bit of energy needed to get
home. You’re just itching to make it a home run now, aren’t you?
All of us have success stories about how our program has made a But wait, to get to home base: Does your state representative
difference in our communities. Some will say we have increased know you are working for them? That is where we all fall short
the canopy cover, others will say I have retained x amount of and unfortunately are getting tagged out.
storm water from entering our city drainage system, and others Let’s take a step off the home plate and think about how we
will say my program is aiding the city in providing cleaner air. even got into this ball park to begin with. We got here because
These are all great ways to measure the success of your program, somebody believed in us, and they believed that we were doing
but how does this help the politicians get reelected? And how are the right thing. Without federal funding, many of our projects
we encouraging them to give us more funding?
would not have even begun. We have been able to reach high
We have taken all of this information to the umpire and now he quantitative numbers of the derived benefits of trees due to that
is ready to throw us out of the game. We need to present it as a funding, and we have used this number to show how we are
unified body, as a team, and not as individual score cards. If we making a difference in the language of money. So first look at
stand together, we look bigger. Imagine that if every municipal- the pitcher (federal government), give them a nod and say thank
ity combined their successes, we could pay off the United States’ you, because without them we would not even be in the game.
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How would you measure success? Success would be a program
that is self sufficient and is not threatened every year a new
budget is issued. A success would be that the municipalities are
able to achieve their program goals through funds available from
their own municipality, simply because every politician knows
the value of their trees and could not imagine a community without them. But if you stop and think about it, if you get to first
base you are already running, so why stop? Keep on going, round
those bases on to second, now third—hey, before you know it
you’ve hit your home run. Congratulations, the crowd goes crazy
and now more municipalities are also hitting that home run
because we work as a team, and when one hits a home run we
all hit a home run. What are you waiting for? We are all up to
the plate. Now choose. Are we going to swing that bat or are we
going to let the ball sail right by us? Batter- Batter-SWING.

Measuring a Successful Urban
Forestry Program
by William Scott, City Forester, Casper, Wyoming

The relationship of scale to program visibility is well represented by local and even state urban forestry programs. While great
efforts are made at these levels, at times they seem to go largely
unnoticed, even by the communities they serve. So how do we
demonstrate the success of our programs at local, state, regional,
or even national levels?
In the case of Casper, Wyoming we have a fairly new urban and
community forestry program, so demonstrating success has
been a primary concern in order to justify budget increases and
program development. We have identified and achieved incremental goals and objectives such as improvements in overall forest health, interest and response to public education programs,
and successful grant application and project completion. Public
awareness and reception to urban forestry programs such as
UFORE studies is growing, as it is to comprehensive care such
as planting, removals and trimming, in addition to ordinance or
code enforcement.
I would summarize program success as strong support and
backing from local government. Success on a regional, state, or
even national level may be measured by continued recognition
and support of urban forestry programs by state and national
forestry departments, as well as recognition of beneficial and
progressive programs and activities. Surrounding communities
oftentimes mimic or model their programs after the urban forestry programs of a few pioneering communities (imitation is
the sincerest form of flattery).
In my experience, the majority of urban forestry programs are
woefully underfunded, regardless of city or town size. In these
cases, as well as my own, the bulk of program work and training
(thank you to Wyoming State Forestry for providing MFI 2008
scholarship funds) is made possible by the addition of federal
funding to forestry budgets. If not for urban and community
forestry funding and grant opportunities, I believe most urban
forestry programs would virtually cease new planting and public
www.urban-forestry.com

education, and most other proactive programs and would be
relegated to emergency management.
Long term federal investment in urban and community forestry
should be directed toward sustainable urban forestry efforts, as
well as building cooperative relationships with natural resource
conservation groups to better manage our community watersheds and forests, as well as our quickly disappearing wildlife
habitat and natural areas.
Another area in which funding should be focused is toward
leadership development. Now more than ever, the public is
becoming aware of the importance of our green spaces and their
benefits to our environment, communities, and quality of life. It
is now that we need strong leadership to bring our “thousand
points of light” together into one shining beacon.

In Texas, Success Moves Outwards
from the Local
by Michael Sultan, Urban Forester, Plano, Texas

What better way to measure the success of the national urban
and community forestry program than at the smallest, local
level? The fact that federal funding is directly contributing to the
success of the smallest communities’ programs is worth stating.
In my community of 250,000, we recently completed a park land
and median tree inventory. This was possible due to a matching
grant received through our state forest service (Texas). The grant
allowed us to hire a part time employee to assist the urban forester in completing this task. We inventoried over 25,000 trees and
now have a GIS-based inventory that is being used to support
the creation of an urban natural resources management plan,
which includes an urban and community forestry component.
While the inventory demonstrates values at a municipal level,
it has helped promote similar efforts in neighboring municipalities. Our federally assisted program serves as a model and as
support for other municipalities seeking local funding. I believe
the impacts of federal money made available to a successful
local program extend regionally, often reaching statewide and
sometimes beyond.
The federal government should continue to support urban and
community forestry and natural resource stewardship programs
at a local level, especially in highly urbanized areas. The wisest,
long-term, federal investment in urban and community Forestry
would be continued support through state forestry programs.
More specifically, direct state urban and community foresters to
help coordinate regional collaboration to achieve regional canopy cover goals. Our state foresters in Texas have been deeply
and intimately involved in the success of many local municipal
programs. Continued support for the federal urban and community forestry program is crucial for our nation’s health and
well being. What could be more important?
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Municipal Forester Institute 2008
MFI 2008 was another huge success, with 74 participants from

Without the dedication of the trainthe U.S. and Canada attending the weeklong leadership institute ing cadre, some of whom take a week
held this year at the T Bar M Resort in New Braunfels, Texas. of annual leave from their jobs in
Eleven SMA members served as instructors, including Paul Ries, addition to participating in meetings
throughout the year, MFI would not
Owen Croy, Andy Hillman, Dana Karcher, Melanie Kirk, Jerri
accomplish its BHAG (big hairy
LaHaie, Walt Warriner, Al Zelaya, Douglas Airhart, Keith Cline, audacious goal) of being the premier
and John Giedraitis.
urban and community forestry training event. Without assistance and
support from our many sponsors,
MFI would not be so affordable.
Invited speakers who rounded out
the program included futurist Ed
Barlow from Creating the Future,
Rosa Linda Perez and Sheila Sorvari
from the Ammerman Experience,
Greg Ina from Davey, Dan Lambe
from NADF, Michael Rains from
the USDA FS Northern Research
Station, Greg Stephens from
VitalSmarts, and Mark Buscaino
from Casey Trees. A gigantic SMA
thank you to all!

The instructional staff for the 2008 Municipal Forester Institute. Photo by Paul Ries

Thanks to the vision of State
Coordinator John Giedraitis and the
support of the Texas Forest Service

At MFI, participants are divided into “Peer Learning Groups” that meet daily to discuss and analyze the material being presented.
Photo by Paul Ries
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(Above) Eric Copeland, urban forester with
the Texas Forest Service, shares his observations about leadership with his fellow
2008 MFI class members. Photo by Walt
Warriner

and the International Society of
Arboriculture, Texas chapter, 24
urban forestry professionals from
the state were able to attend MFI on
tuition scholarships. This foresight
and investment will enhance U&CF
leadership throughout the state of
Texas for years to come.

MFI 2008 participant Ivan Listar (center), urban forester for the city of London, Ontario
shares his thoughts on what the future holds for municipal forestry. Photo by Walt Warriner

MFI instructors Walt Warriner and Jerri
LaHaie work on preparing their presentations before the participants arrive at the
T Bar M Ranch, site of the 2008 MFI
course. Photo by Paul Ries

www.urban-forestry.com

Melanie Kirk (L) and Dana Karcher (R)
prepare for the arrival of the 2008 MFI
participants. Photo by Paul Ries

Unlike any conference, the curriculum progresses from concentrating
first on the individual, then on the
individual’s specific municipal urban
forestry program, and finally on
external relations and partnerships.
MFI is designed to stimulate thinking about participants’ own personal
and professional growth, then about
how to improve their own program,
and finally how to build a stronger
urban forestry network.
Many states are budgeting now to
send people next year—stay tuned for
information about MFI 2009. In the
meantime, our heartiest congratulations to the MFI Class of 2008!
7
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Resource is Our
Middle Name
S ince our inception in 1992, Davey Resource Group has been the

leader in urban forestry consulting services. Our team of ISA Certified
Arborists and highly trained scientists has both the experience and
cutting-edge technology necessary to help you succeed in managing
and understanding your urban forest.
Whether communicating the importance of the urban forest to key
decision makers or the public, our customized services provide
essential resources to help you achieve your goals.

After all, Resource is Our Middle Name.
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Soil Moist Water
Management Polymers
and Mycorrhizal Products
put you in control: to
reduce water maintenance
and plant stress, increase
growth rates, improve soil
porosity and do more with
less... beautifully.
Available in the forms,
formulas and custom blends you need, eco-safe Soil Moist granules, disks,
tabs and spikes absorb water, then release it gradually as the soil dries.
Whether it’s original Soil Moist, Soil Moist Mycorrhizal for stronger
root development, or Soil Moist Plus nutrient blends, each watering lasts up
to 50% longer for 3-5 years.
Soil-Moist. There’s never been a better time to call for technical data
and expert advice.

™
JRM Chemical, Inc.

Without
Mycorrhiza

With
Mycorrhiza

4881 NEO Parkway, Cleveland, OH 44128
1-800-926-4010 • 216-475-8488
fax: 216-475-6517

www.soilmoist.com

Our Services Include:
~ GIS-based street and public tree inventories
~ Management and master plans
~ Tree management software
~ Contract forestry and training
~ Storm damage assessment and emergency response plans
~ STRATUM and UFORE inventories and reports
�����������.
1500 N. Mantua St., Kent, OH 44240
urbantrees@davey.com
Phone: 800.828.8312
�����������.
P.O. Box 347, Santa Margarita, CA 93453
jmmccabe@davey.com
Phone: 805.438.1502
www.daveyresourcegroup.com
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Contributors
Hillary Barber is a Certified Arborist
who earned her BS in Horticulture at
the University of Georgia. She then
worked for Dr. Michael A. Dirr for nearly a decade before joining the folks at
Bold Spring Nursery four years ago.

Phillip Rodbell is a Certified Arborist
and manager of the U.S. Forest Service
Urban and Community Forestry Program
in the 21-state Northeastern Area.

Robert Gentry is a Certified
Arborist and holds the position of
Superintendent of Parks and Forestry
for the City of Adrian in Michigan.

Jeff Shimonski is an ISA Certified
Municipal Arborist and is Director of
Horticulture at Jungle Island in Miami,
Florida. He also runs a consulting company, Tropical Designs of Florida.
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Arborist who has been employed for
over twenty years by the Welland
Parks and Recreation Department in
Ontario, Canada. He currently serves
as Urban Forestry Supervisor for the
City of Welland.

David Sivyer is Forestry Services Manager
for the City of Milwaukee. Prior to joining
Milwaukee, David served as City Forester
for the City of Norfolk, City Arborist for the
City of Virginia Beach, Urban Forester for
the Virginia Department of Forestry, and
Urban Forester for the Texas Forest Service.

Susan Reisch is the Urban and
Community Forestry Coordinator with
the Georgia Forestry Commission
(GFC) in Atlanta, GA. Among her
responsibilities, Reisch works with
nonprofit tree groups and partners and
helps organize statewide marketing,
media, and educational programs
such as Georgia’s Arbor Day.

Derek Vannice is Executive Director of
the Utility Arborist Association and ISA
Director of Certification.
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We’re Growing FAST

because the trees
we water do too!

Cut watering labor
by 2/3rds!
Dramatically
increase survival
rates and vigor,
even in drought!
Plant trees in
places (and at times)
you never thought
possible!

Available in 15, 25, 35 and 45 gallon
capacities, with costs ranging from
$7 to $18.

Call today to find out more!

(800)951-8123
www.urban-forestry.com

Designed by:

SO-5437A
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The International Language of Arboriculture:
An Arborist Exchange Report from Ontario to Germany
by Aurelio Magazzeni, Forestry Supervisor, Welland, Ontario

ership. Residents embrace outdoor recreation; there
are over 100 km (62 miles) of designated cycling and
walking paths. In the evening, almost all municipal parking lots abutting parklands are full, and people take
advantage of groomed hiking trails and many outdoor
activities. The residents are friendly, live healthy and are
environmentally conscious.

Pollarded black locusts in downtown Bottrop downtown • Photo:
Aurelio Maggazeni

All urban forestry personnel in Bottrop are employed by
the City Parks Department. This department consists of
approximately 91 employees responsible for cemetery
operations, playing field maintenance, horticulture, turf
maintenance, and urban forestry. Surprisingly, Bottrop
does not have any arenas or baseball diamonds. Soccer
is the sport of choice, with over 16 soccer fields used
regularly. The City also owns approximately 30 schools
and is charged with maintaining associated trees, turf
areas and playgrounds.

F

Bottrop’s urban forestry crew is much like Welland’s,
employing a forestry supervisor, one lead hand and
five arborists. Their equipment is similar; however, their
aerial trucks are not insulated. All of the City’s utilities
are underground, making a very safe working condition
when working aloft, and the trees are allowed to reach
Winfried had already visited the City of Welland in late their full potential with natural looking crowns unaltered
August 2007. In his short stay with us, he became by hydro (utility line) clearing.
good friends with our forestry crew, and we developed
a bond that anyone in the industry can appreciate. Two The city arborists are responsible for maintaining
months later, it was my turn to fly to Germany, where approximately 15,000 street trees and thousands more
Winfried picked me up and took me to his home with in parks, cemeteries and green spaces. Approximately
his girlfriend, Kirsten. They had acquired their home just 250 trees are planted per year, while 250-300 trees are
one week prior to my arrival and had hastily prepared a removed per year. In 2007, 450 trees were removed
comfortable room for me. I will never forget their gen- due to severe wind storm damage.
erosity.
Young trees planted along City streets are approximateThe City of Bottrop is located in Central West Germany ly 70 mm (2.75 inch) caliper, balled and burlapped, and
and has a population of approximately 120,000. Like all lower branches to a height of 2.2 m (7 feet) have
Welland, it is a former industrial city, but much older, been pruned off at the nursery. This practice is necesdating back to the early 1800s. Bottrop’s largest indus- sary because of narrow streets; all mature trees are
try was coal mining; several mines are still in operation trimmed and elevated to a height of 4.4 m (14 feet).
today. Bottrop is well known as one of the greenest cit- Large vehicles, such as trucks, require the clearance.
ies in the area; it is well treed and has over 820 green At a glance, the exposed trunks and elevated limbs look
spaces maintained by the City. Many abandoned mines odd—but one quickly gets accustomed to it after learnand brown fields have been redeveloped into commer- ing the reason for the practice.
cial space as well as tourist destinations.
All new trees planted are supported by three large
The first thing that I noticed about Bottrop was the wooden stakes, generally fastened with a natural fiber
cleanliness of the streets and the pride in home own- rope that apparently decomposes in a couple of years.

ollowing is a brief overview of my once-in-a-lifetime
experience, an arborist exchange with Winfried Funke
of Bottrop, Germany, a city that has many similarities to
my home town of Welland, Ontario. Given the opportunity, I am certain that I could fill this entire magazine!
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London plane trees (Platanus x acerifolia) growing in a tight space
alongside cycling and walking path • Photo: Aurelio Maggazeni

Host Winfried Funke (left) and Aurelio Maggazeni

The tall slender trunks of new trees are wrapped with a
natural grass type material approximately 1 m (3 feet)
high, which, by stabilizing temperatures, helps prevent
frost cracks. Every street tree over 15 years of age is
inspected twice per year, once in early summer when in
full leaf, and once in the winter. The largest population
of trees is the linden (Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’ and
Tilia x europaea ‘Pallida’), followed by the sycamore
(Platanus x acerifolia) Bottrop has a much more diverse
tree community than Welland because of its temperate
climate and very good soil conditions.

tree stands stoically and has weathered many storms,
its huge lateral limbs supported with many upright
timbers, and its top reduced to keep it from imploding on itself. The massive trunk is approximately 4 m
(13 feet) in diameter and is supported by steel rods
crisscrossing its interior like a spider’s web; however,
it is hollow enough to walk through. The leaves are
as green and healthy as any tree a fraction of its age.

Bottrop is fortunate enough to also employ a woodland
forestry crew, consisting of a six-man team that manages approximately 310 hectares (766 acres) of City
woodlands. Trees to be removed are marked by a provincial forester, harvested by the City’s forestry crew and
sold to logging contractors. Interestingly enough, these
logs are not cut into lumber because most of them
are impregnated with bomb shrapnel from the Second
World War. Instead, they are ground into chips and processed into various wood products.
The City’s forestry supervisor is tasked with tree inspections, maintaining the street tree inventory, conducting
hazardous tree assessments, and issuing permits for
tree removal on private property. Residents wishing to
remove a tree greater than 60 cm (24 inches) in circumference must apply for a permit. They receive approximately 500 requests per year; of those, 50-60 requests
are denied. Fines for illegal tree removal are very hefty
at 5000 Euros (U.S. $7328).
Winfried was gracious enough to drive me around to
many different areas outside of Bottrop. We visited the
Town of Erle, which is famous for preserving a 1,000plus-year-old English oak (Quercus robur), with its history documented at a nearby church. This grand old
www.urban-forestry.com
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Aurelio Maggazeni stands at the mouth of a thousand-year-old English oak (Quercus robur) in Erle, Germany.

West of this masterpiece is a row of
American chestnuts (Castanea dentata) reported to be several hundred
years old, with a full mature crop of
nuts ready to be dried and roasted.
After working with Winfried and his
colleagues for a week, I was treated
to a tour of a wood chipper manufacturing company, Schliesing. I
survived a 60-minute trip on the
Autobahn, which would probably be
a two-hour drive for most of us here
in Canada.
Exchange host Winfried Funke, center, with
Bottrop City Arborists Michael Schilling (left)
and Michael Kutz (right)
Photo: Aurelio Maggazeni

Thank you, Asheville Conference
silent auction donors, patrons,
and organizers, for making the
2007 Arborist Exchange possible.
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An unexpected stopover in Krefeld
proved to me that it is indeed a small
world after all. I had the pleasure of
visiting a former Wellander (Shane
Wright), who moved to Germany
eight years ago to play professional
hockey. Coincidentally, his father
(Robert) recently retired from the
City of Welland Parks Department.

Bottrop proved to be a very diverse
and exciting City. Its people are
passionate about their urban forests, their recreation and their heritage. I would like to thank all the
staff at the City of Bottrop Parks
Department, especially the forestry
crew members, who made me feel
like part of their team. Thanks
to Winfried Funke and Kirsten for
taking me in and instantly making
me feel at home despite my inability to speak German. Thank you to
Exchange Coordinator Doug Still
from the SMA, and thank you, City
of Welland staff, for making Winfried
feel welcome in our community.
I recently spoke with Winfried, who
is planning to visit us in two years.
These are the types of friendships
that grow from these exchanges,
and I highly recommend them to
any municipal arborist.
City Trees

WANT TO WRITE FOR

CITY TREES?
The rewards are many,
if not monentary.
Send an e-mail to City Trees
Editor Michelle Buckstrup at:
CityTrees@rochester.rr.com
and request the
Writer’s Guidelines.
www.urban-forestry.com
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Six Square Miles and 6500 Trees:
Urban Forestry in Adrian, Michigan
Photos by Robert Gentry

Norway spruces (Picea abies) in Adrian, Michigan’s Island Park

Robert Gentry has been with the City of Adrian for eight years as its
superintendent of parks and forestry.
What was your educational and
career trajectory leading up to
urban forestry?
Robert Gentry: While in school, I
worked for the U.S. Forest Service
in Colorado, Oregon, Arizona, and
Illinois. I’d always figured I would
work for them but permanent jobs in
wilderness management were/are
few and far between. After getting
my BS in Plant and Soil Science
and MS in Forestry from Southern
Illinois University, I was hired by a
park district in Illinois and at that
point started to become more aware

18

of the urban forest and the impact
it has on people and the urban
environment. While at the park district I earned my Certified Arborist
designation. From Illinois, I came to
Michigan in early 2000. The opportunity here was great; I could be an
urban forester, park superintendent,
and project manager, all rolled into
one.

Can you talk about what Adrian
is known for, including climate?
RG: Adrian was founded in 1825,
so it was one of the early settle-

ments in Michigan and grew despite
not being on a major transportation
river. The River Raisin flows through
the community and is bordered by
many of our beautiful parks. Adrian,
like many Michigan towns, is a manufacturing town, including many automotive-related plants. It also boasts
one college (Adrian College), one
university (Siena Heights University),
and one community college (Jackson
Community College). We have many
wonderful parks and a great rail-trail
extending more than seven miles.
For a small community, Adrian has
City Trees

a lot to offer: a great park system,
the Lenawee Historical Museum,
the Croswell Opera House, and the
Adrian Symphony.
Though Adrian is in Michigan,
because it’s in the southeastern corner of the state, the climate is a little
more moderate than much of the
state. This part of Michigan is zone
5, but we can, given the right spot,
grow some of the zone 6 plants. We
receive our share of snow but not to
the extent much of the rest of the
state does, which is fine by me. All
in all, I have to say that compared to
what goes on in the rest of the country, weather-wise we’re pretty lucky.
We haven’t experienced any of the
really bad weather, other than higherthan-normal winds and significant
droughty periods.

What do you love about your
job and what would you love to
never have to do again? What do
you wish you had more time for
in your job?
RG: My favorite part of the job is
improving the diversity of the street
tree population; picking and locating new and different tree types has
been a real joy. The other real fun
comes when I find a resident who
truly loves trees and wants to see
different tree types available go out
on the street. That’s what makes the
job enjoyable.
The least favorite thing about my job
is ice and wind storms. I hardly ever
sleep during them; they’re definitely
something I wish I’d never have to
do again. But it is part of the job,
and as our foreman always reminds
me, we do have a good pruning and
removal program, ”So stop worrying!” (I worry anyway). I also wish
that we weren’t dealing with Emerald
Ash Borer, but with less than 10%
ash, it could be worse. If we ever see
Asian Longhorned Beetle, the Maple
City, as Adrian is known, will be in
real trouble, because maples make
up 64% of trees on the street.
www.urban-forestry.com

Tree trimming by arborist Jack Metternick

Fee Park, named for Harriet Kimball Fee, whose estate provides funds for city beautification projects in Adrian.
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I wish I had more time to spend in
the field, inspecting trees, finding
ways to mitigate construction damage, and air spading root collars. I’d
also like to find time to crunch the
numbers on the economic benefit of
our urban forest—I think that would
really be rewarding for me and eyeopening for the public to see what
a positive impact our trees have on
the community.

Michigan, as well as the whole country. I believe that other states can
learn a great deal about the insect
from our experiences and research
and that it’s our responsibility to get
that information out.
To me, the big challenges facing
Michigan in the area of urban forestry are dealing with the aftermath
of EAB, working with nurseries to

increase the diversity of nursery
stock offered, and getting proper tree
care information to tree care companies and municipalities (we still have
companies offering “tree topping”
as a service). We have many great
private firms in the state that have
superior training programs, as well
as great municipal programs. When
you tell someone that you want to
see their company’s EHAP (Electrical

What technologies do you make
use of, computer or otherwise?
RG: I’m a firm believer that urban
foresters have to keep up with available technologies. We have completed a street tree inventory including GPS locations on each street
tree. Our inventory is on its second
cycle, having completed the first
one in 2001, and now we’ve converted that data into a newer inventory program that integrates with
our city GIS. We also utilize some
of the newer tools available like
the Resistograph and air excavating tools (although not as much as
I’d like). We’ve been working a little
with grow bags in our nursery with
our local Vocational Tech program.
We plan to harvest our first crop this
spring. If successful, we’ll put more
into this method of raising trees in
order to have a more diverse selection for the program.

Aerial view of Trestle Park in October

What professional societies do
you participate in? How do you
see UF evolving in Michigan in
the next 10 years: key gains,
key challenges?
RG: I’m a member of the Arboriculture
Society of Michigan, Society of
Municipal Arborists, International
Society of Arboriculture, and Society
of American Foresters. I am also a
member of the Michigan Recreation
and Park Association and National
Park and Recreation Association, as
my areas of responsibility include
park management.
The level of understanding of
Emerald Ash Borer in a relatively
short time frame is a key gain for
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The tree lawns are well stocked in Adrian.
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