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cy of Storms

e Probability of a 100-
year rainfall event is
- 0.01 or 1% every year.
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E INTERCEPTION

A MATURE TREE IN FULL
LEAF

e Upto 60% of 0.25In
rainfall

Up to 40% of 0.50 In
rainfall

E <10% of 1.0 in rainfall of
greater

e Little effect in winter
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Your 25 inch Sugar maple will intercept 3,353 gallons of
stormwater runoff this year.

Urban stormwater runoff (or "non-point source pollution") washes chemicals
(oil. gasoline, salts, etc.) and litter from surfaces such as roadways and
parking lots into streams, wetlands, rivers and oceans. The more impervious
the surface (e.g.. concrete, asphalt. rooftops). the more quickly pollutants are
washed into our community waterways. Drinking water, aquatic life and the
health of our entire ecosystem can be adversely effected by this process.

Trees act as mini-reservoirs, controlling runoff at the source. Trees reduce
runoff by:
- Intercepting and holding rain on leaves, branches and bark
- Increasing infiltration and storage of rainwater through the tree's root
system
- Reducing soil erosion by slowing rainfall before it strikes the soil

For more information visit: The Center for Urban Forest Research

The National Tree Benefit Calculator was conceived and developed by
Casey Trees and Davey Tree Expert Co.
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